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No. 4. CONVENTION’ ON THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNI-
TIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS, ADOPTED BY THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS ON
13 FEBRUARY 1946

WhereasArticle 104 of the Charterof the United Nationsprovidesthat
the Organizationshall enjoy in the territory of eachof its Memberssuch
legal capacityas may be necessaryfor the exerciseof its functionsandthe
fulfilment of its purposesand

WhereasArticle 105 of theCharterof the UnitedNationsprovidesthat
the Organizationshall enjoy in the territory of eachof its Memberssuch
privilegesandimmunitiesas arenecessaryfor the fulfilment of its purposes
andthat representativesof the Membersof the UnitedNationsandofficials
of the Organizationshallsimilarly enjoy such privilegesa~idimmunitiesas
are necessaryfor the independentexerciseof their functionsin connection
with the Organization.

Consequentlythe GeneralAssemblyby aResolutionadoptedon the i~

February 1946, approvedthe following Conventionandproposedit for
accessionby eachMember of theUnited Nations.

Article I

JURIDICAL PERSONALITY

SECTION 1. The United Nations shall possessjuridical personality. It
shall have thecapacity:

(a) To contract;

(b) To acquire anddisposeof immovable and movableproperty;

(c) To institute legal proceedings.

Article II

PROPERTY,FUNDS AND ASSETS

SECTION 2. The United Nations, its property and assetswhereverlo-
catedandby whomsoeverheld, shallenjoy immunity from every form of

Cameinto force (see page 263 of this volume) on 17 September1946 as regardsUnited
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland by the depositof the instrumentof accession.



i8 United Nations — Treaty Series 1946-1947

legal processexceptinsofaras in anyparticularcaseit hasexpresslywaived
its immunity shall extend to anyparticularcaseit hasexpresslywaivedits
immunity. It is, however,understoodthat no waiverof immunity shalfex-
tend to any measureof execution.

SECTION 3. The premisesof theUnitedNationsshallbeinviolable. The
property andassetsof the United Nations,whereverlocatedandby whom-
soeverheld,shallbeimmune from search,requisition,confiscation,expropri-
ation andanyother form of interference,~whetherby executive,administra-
tive, judicial or legislativeaction.

SECTION 4. Thearchivesof the UnitedNations,andin generalall docu-
mentsbelongingto it or heldby it, shall be inviolable whereverlocated.

SEcTIoN 5. Without being restrictedby financial controls, regulations
or moratoriaof any kind,

(a) The UnitedNationsmayhold, funds, gold or currencyof any
kind andoperateaccountsin anycurrency;

(b) The United Nationsshall be free to transfer its funds,gold
or currencyfrom onecountryto anotheror within anycountry andto
convertanycurrencyheld by it into any othercurrency.

SECTION 6. In exercisingits rights under Section5 above, the United
Nationsshall pay dueregardto any representationsmadeby the Govern-
mentof anyMember insofar as it is consideredthat effect can be given to
such representationswithout detriment to the interests of the United
Nations.

SECTION 7. The UnitedNations,its assets,incomeandotherproperty
shallbe:

(a) Exempt from all direct taxes;it is understood,however,that
theUnitedNationswill not claim exemptionfrom taxeswhich are, in
fact, no more thanchargesfor public utility services;

(b) Exemptfrom customsdutiesandprohibitionsandi~estrictions
on imports andexports in respectof articlesimp6rtedor exportedby
the UnitedNations for its official use. It is understood,however,that
articlesimportedundersuchexemptionwill not be sold in thecountry
into which theywere imported exceptunder conditionsagreedwith
the Governmentof that country;
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(c) Exemptfrom customsdutiesandprohibitionsandrestrictions
on imports andexports in respectof its publications.

SECTION 8. While the UnitedNationswill not, as ageneralrule,claim
exemptionfrom excise duties and from taxes on the sale of movableand
immovable propertywhich form part of theprice to be paid, nevertheless
when the United Nations is making importantpurchasesfor official useof
property on which suchdutiesand taxeshave beenchargedor are charge-
able, Members will, wheneverpossible, make appropriateadministrative
arrangementsfor the remissionor returnof theamountof duty or tax.

Article III

FACILITIES IN RESPECT OF COMMUNICATIONS

SECTION ~. The United Nations shall enjoy in the territory of each
Memberfor its official communicationstreatmentnot lessfavourablethan
thataccordedby the Governmentof thatMemberto anyotherGovernment
including its diplomaticmission in thematterof priorities, ratesandtaxes
on mails, cables, telegrams,radiograms,telephotos,telephoneand other
communications;andpressratesfor informationto the pressandradio. No
censorshipshall be applied to the official correspondenceandother official
communicationsof the UnitedNations.

SECTION 10. The UnitedNationsshallhavethe right to usecodesand
to despatchandreceiveits correspondenceby courieror in bags,which shall
have the sameimmunitiesandprivileges as diplomatic couriersandbags.

Article IV

THE REPRESENTATIVES OF MEMBERS

SECTION ii. Representativesof Membersto the principalandsubsidiary
organsof the United Nations andto conferencesconvenedby the United
Nations,shall, while exercising their functionsandduring the journey to
and from the place of meeting, enjoy the following privileges and im-
munities:

(a) Immunity from personalarrestor detentionandfrom seizure
of their personalbaggage,and, in respectof wordsspokenor written
andall actsdoneby themin their capacityasrepresentatives,immunity
from legal processof everykind;

(a) Inviolability for all papersanddocuments;
No. 4
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(c) The right to usecodes andto receivepapersor correspond-
enceby courieror in sealedbags;

(d) Exemptionin respectof themselvesandtheir spousesfrom
immigrationrestrictions,aliensregistrationor nationalserviceobliga-
tions in the state they arevisiting or through which they are passing
in the exerciseof their functions;

(e) The samefacilities in respectof currencyor exchangerestric-
tions as areaccordedto representativesof foreigngovernmentson tem-
poraryofficial missions;

(1) The sameimmunitiesandfacilities in respectof their per-
sonalbaggageasareaccordedto diplomaticenvoys,andalso;

(g) Such other privileges, immunities andfacilities not incon-
sistentwith the foregoingas diplomaticenvoysenjoy, exceptthat they
shall haveno right to claim exemptionfrom customsdutieson goods
imported (otherwisethanas part of their personalbaggage)or from
excisedutiesor salestaxes.

SECTION 12. In order to secure,for the representativesof Membersto
theprincipal andsubsidiaryorgansof theUnitedNationsandto conferences
convenedby the United Nations, completefre&tom of speechand inde-
pendancein the dischargeof their‘duties, the immunity from legal process
in respectof wordsspokenor written andall actsdoneby them in discharg-
ing their dutiesshallcontinueto be accorded,notwithstandingthat theper-
sonsconcernedareno longer the representativesof Members.

SECTION 13. Where the incidenceof anyform of taxationdependsupon
residence,periodsduringwhich the representativesof Membersto theprin-
cipal andsubsidiaryorgansof the UnitedNations andto conferencescon-
venedby theUnitedNationsarepresentin astatefor the dischargeof their
dutiesshallnot be consideredas periodsof residence.

SECTION 14. Privilegesand immunitiesare accordedto the representa-
tivesof Membersnot for thepersonalbenefitof the ir’dividuals themselves,
but in order to safeguardthe independentexerciseof their functions in
connectionwith the United Nations. Consequentlya Member not only
hastheright but is underaduty to waive theimmunityof its representative
in anycasewherein theopinion of the Memberthe immunitywould impede
the courseof justice,and it canbe waivedwithout prejudiceto thepurpose
for whichthe immunityis accorded.
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SECTION 15. Theprovisionsof Sections11, 12 andi~arenot applicable
as betweenarepresentativeandtheauthoritiesof the stateof which he is a
nationalor of which he is or hasbeenthe representative.

SECTION i6. In this article the expression“representatives”shall be
deemedto includeall delegates,deputydelegates,advisers,technicalexperts
and secretariesof delegations.

Article V

OFFICIALS

SECTION 17. The Secretary-Generalwill specifythe categoriesof officials
to which the provisionsof this Article andArticle VII shallapply. Heshall
submit thesecategoriesto the GeneralAssembly. Thereafter’these cate-
gor~esshall be communicatedto the Governmentsof all Members. The
namesof theofficials includedin thesecategoriesshall from time to time be
madeknown to the Governmentsof Members.

SECTION i8. Officials of theUnitedNationsshall:

(a) Be immune from legalprocessin respectof wordsspokenor
written andall actsperformedby them in their official capacity;

(b) Be exempt from taxation on the salariesand emoluments
paidto them by theUnitedNations;

(c) Be immune from nationalserviceobligations;
(d) Be immune,togetherwith their spousesandrelativesdepend-

ent on them,from immigration restrictionsandalien registration;

(e) Be accordedthesameprivilegesin respectof exchangefacili-
ties as areaccordedto the officials of comparableranksforming partof
diplomatic missionsto theGovernmentconcerned;

(f) Be given, togetherwith their spousesandrelativesdependent
on them,the,samerepatriationfacilities in time of internationalcrisis
as diplomatic envoys;

(g) Have the right to import free of duty their furniture and
effectsat thetime of first takingup their postin thecountryin question.

SECTION 19. In addition to the immunitiesand privileges specified in
Section18, thé~Secretary-Generalandall AssistantSecretaries-Generalshall
be accordedin respectof themselves,their spousesandminor children, the

No. 4



26 United Nations — Treaty Series 1946-1947

privilegesandimmunities,exemptionsandfacilities accordedto diplomatic
envoys,in accordancewith internationallaw.

SECTION 20. Privileges and immunities are grantedto officials in the
interestsof theUnitedNationsandnot for the personalbenefitof the indi-
vidualsthemselves.The Secretary-Generalshallhavethe right andthe duty
to waive the immunity of anyofficial in anycasewhere, itt his opinion, the
immunity would impede the courseof justiceandcan be waived without
prejudiceto the interestsof the UnitedNations. In the caseof the Secre-
tary-General,the SecurityCounsil shall havethe right to waive immunity.

SECTION 21. The UnitedNationsshallco-operateat all timeswith the
appropriateauthoritiesof Membersto facilitate the properadministration
of justice,securetheobservanceof policeregulationsandpreventtheoccur-
renceof any abusein connectionwith the privileges,immunitiesandfacili-
ties mentionedin this Article.

Article VI

EXPERTS ON MISSIONS FOR THE UNITED NATIONS

SECTION 22. Experts (other thanofficials comingwithin the scopeof Ar-
ticle V) performingmissionsfor the UnitedNationsshall be accordedsuch
privilegesand immunitiesas are necessaryfor the independentexerciseof
their functionsduring the periodof their missions,includingthe time spent
on journeys in connectionwith their missions. In particularthey shall be
accorded:

(a) Immunity from personalarrestor detentionandfrom seizure
of their personalbaggage;

(b) In respectof wordsspokenor written andactsdoneby them
in thecourseof the performanceof their mission,immunity from legal
processof everykind. This immunity from legal processshallcontinue
to be accordednotwithstandingthat the personsconcernedare no
longeremployedon missionsfor theUnited Nations;

(c) Inviolability for all papersanddocuments;

(d) For the purpose of their communicationswith the United
Nations,the right to usecodesandto receivepapersor correspondence
by courieror in sealedbags;
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(e) The Samefacilities in respectof currencyor exchangerestric-
tions as areaccordedto representativesof foreigngovernmentson tem-
porary official missions;

(1) The sameimmunities andfacilities in respectof their per-
sonalbaggageas areaccordedto diplomaticenvoys.

SECTION 23. Privileges and immunities are grantedto expertsin the
interestsof the UnitedNationsandnot for the personalbenefitof themdi-
~‘idualsthemselves.The Secretary-Generalshallhavetheright andthe duty
to waive the immunity of any expertin any casewhere,in his opinion, the
immunitywould impede thecourseof justiceandit can be waivedwithout
prejudiceto the interestsof theUnitedNations.

Article VII

UNITED NATIONS LAISSEZ-PASSER

SECTION 24. The United Nations may issue United Nations laissez-
passerto its officials. Theselaissez-passershall be recognizedandacceptedas
valid travel documentsby the authoritiesof Members,taking into account
the provisionsof Section25.

SECTION 25. Applications for visas (whererequired) from the holders
of UnitedNationslaissez-passer,whenaccompaniedby acertificatethat they
are travelling on the businessof the UnitedNations,shallbe dealtwith as
speedilyas possible. In addition, such personsshall be grantedfacilitiesfor
speedytravel.

SECTION 26. Similar facilities to those specified in Section 25 shall be
accordedto expertsandotherpersonswho, thoughnot theholdersof United
Nationslaissez-passer,haveacertificatethat they are travelling on thebusi-
nessof theUnitedNations.

SECTION 27. The Secretary-General,Assistant Secretaries-Generaland
Directorstravelling on United Nations laissez-passeron the businessof the
UnitedNationsshallbe grantedthe samefacilities as areaccordedto diplo-
matic envoys.

SECTION 28. The provisionsof this articlemay be appliedto thecom-
parable officials of specializedagenciesif the agreementsfor relationship
madeunder Article 63 of theChartersoprovide.
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Article VIII

SETFLEMENTS OF DISPUTES

SECTION 29. The United Nationsshallmakeprovisionsfor appropriate
modesof settlementof:

(a) Disputesarisingout of contractsor otherdisputesof aprivate
law characterto which the UnitedNations is a party;

(b) Disputesinvolving anyofficial of theUnitedNationswho by
reasonof his official position enjoys immunity, if immunity has not
beenwaivedby the Secretary-General.

SECTION 30. All differencesarising out of the interpretationor appli-
cationof thepresentconventionshallbereferredto the InternationalCourt
of Justice,unlessin anycaseit is agreedby the partiesto haverecourseto
anothermodeof settlement.If a differencearisesbetweenthe United Na-
tions on the onehandandaMemberon theotherhand,a requestshallbe
madefor an advisoryopinion on anylegalquestioninvolved in accordance
with Article 96 of the CharterandArticle 65 of the Statuteof the Court.
The opinion given by the Court shallbe acceptedas decisiveby the parties.

Final Article

SECTION 31. This conventionis submitted to every Member of the
United Nations for accession.

SECTION 32. Accessionshallbeaffectedby depositof aninstrumentwith
the Secretary-Generalof theUnitedNationsandtheconventionshallcome
into force as regardseachMemberon the dateof depositof eachinstrument
of accession.

SECTION ~ The Secretary-Generalshall inform all Membersof the
United Nationsof the depositof eachaccession.

SECTION ~4. It is understoodthat, whenan instrumentof accessionis
depositedon behalfof anyMember,the Memberwill be in aposition under
its own lawto give effect to the termsof thisconvention.

SECTION ~5. This conventionshall continuein force as betweenthe
United Nationsandevery Member which hasdepositedan instrumentof
accessionfor so long as that Member remainsa Member of the United
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Nations,or until a revisedgeneralconventionhas beenapprovedby the
GeneralAssembly and that Member has becomea party to this revised
convention.

SECTION 36. The Secretary-Generalmay concludewith anyMemberor
Memberssupplementaryagreementsadjustingtheprovisionsof this conven-
tion so far as thatMemberor thoseMembersareconcerned.Thesesupple-
mentary agreementsshall in each casebe subject to the approval of the
GeneralAssembly.
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UNITED NATIONS and LEAGUE OF NATIONS

Protocol (No. I) concerning the executionof various opera-
tions in the transfer to the United Nations of certain
assetsof the League of Nations. Signed at Geneva, on
1 August 1946

French official text communicatedby the Secretary-Generalof the United
Nations. The filing and recording took place on 14 December1946.

ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES
et

SOCIETE DES NATIONS

Protocole (No I) coucernant l’exécution de diversesopéra-
tions de transfert de certains avoirs de la Société des
Nations aux Nations Unies. Signé a Genève,le ler, aoiit
1946

fexte officiel francais communiquepar le Secrdtairegeneral de l’Organi-
sation desNatzonsUnies. Le classementet l’inscription au repertoire
ont eu lieu le ‘4 décembre1946.
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TRANSLATION—TRADUCTION

No.4. PROTOCOL (NO. I) CONCERNINGTHE EXECUTION
OF VARIOUS OPERATIONS IN THE TRANSFER TO THE
UNITED NATIONS OF CERTAIN ASSETS OF THE
LEAGUE OF NATIONS, SIGNED AT GENEVA ON i AU-
GUST 1946

Mr. SeanLESTER, Secretary-Generalof the Leagueof Nations, and
Mr. Wlodzimierz MoDERow, Director, Representativeof the Secretary-
Generalof the United Nations in Geneva:

Note that, in applicationof the CommonPlan, approvedby a resolu-
tion of the GeneralAssembly of the United Nations,dated 12 February
1946, andby a resolutionof the Assemblyof the Leagueof Nations,dated
i8 April 1946, andof a subsequentAgreement1dated 19 July 1946, con-
cerningthe executionof the transferto theUnitedNationsof certainassets
of the League of Nations, the following operationswere effected on 1
August 1946:

i. The transferof rights in respectof the Leagueof Nations build-
ings andother immovableproperty was effected on i August 1946, and
the necessaryentrieshavingbeenmadethis day in the Land Registerof
theRepublicandCantonof Geneva.,

2. The transferof the ownershipandpossessionof the movableprop-
erty wasalsoeffectedon I August 1946.

In accordancewith Article 6 of the Agreementof i~ July 1946, the
movableobjects transferredhavebeenlisted in an inventory drawn up by
the Leagueof Nationswhich is in courseof beingverified by the United
Nations.A protocolwill be drawnup placingon record the completionof
this operation.

~. A final valuationof the assetswill be made in accordancewith the
termsof the CommonPlan.It will be the subjectof aspecialprotocol.

(Signed) SeanLESTER

W. MODEROW

Geneva,i August 1946.

~Seepage 109 of this volume.


