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No. 88. TREATY OF GENERAL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF
THE PHILIPPINES. SIGNED AT MANILA, ON 4 JULY
1946

The United Statesof America and the Republic of the Philippines,being
animatedby the desireto cementthe relationsof closeandlong friendship exist-
ing betweenthe two countries,and to provide for the recognitionof the inde-
pendenceof theRepublicof the Philippinesasof July4, 1946 andthe relinquish-
ment of Americansovereigntyover the Philippine Islands,haveagreeduponthe
following articles:

Article I

The United Statesof Americaagreesto withdraw andsurrender,and does
herebywithdraw andsurrender,all right of possession,supervision,jurisdiction,
control or sovereigntyexistingandexercisedby the United Statesof America in
and over the territory andthe people of the Philippine Islands,exceptthe use
of such bases, necessaryappurtenancesto such bases,and the rights incident
thereto,as the UnitedStatesof America,by agreementwith the Republicof the
Philippines, may deem necessaryto retain for the mutual protection of the
United Statesof Americaand of the Republic of the Philippines. The United
Statesof America further agreesto recognize, and does hereby recognize,the
independenceof the Republic of the Philippines as a separateself-governing
nation and to acknowledge,a~ddoeshereby acknowledge,the authority and
control overthe sameof the Governmentinstitutedby the peoplethereof,under
the Constitutionof the Republic of the Philippines.

Article II

The diplomaticrepresentativesof eachcountryshall enjoy in the territories
of theotherthe privilegesandimmunitiesderivedfromgenerallyrecognizedinter-
nationallaw andusage. The consularrepresentativesof eachcountry,duly pro-
vided with exequatur,will be permittedto residein the territoriesof the other
in the placeswherein consularrepresentativesare by local laws permittedto re-
side; they shall enjoy the honorary privileges and the immunities accordedto
such officersby generalinternationalusage;and they shall not be treatedin a
mannerless favorablethansimilarofficersof anyotherforeigncountry.
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Article III

Pendingthe final establishmentof the requisitePhilippine Foreign Service
establishmentsabroad, the United Statesof America and the Republic of the
Philippinesagreethatat the requestof the Republicof the PhilippinestheUnited
Statesof America wifi endeavor,in so far asit may be practicable,to represent
through its Foreign Servicethe interestsof the Republic of the Philippines in
countrieswhere thereis no Philippine representation.The two countriesfurther
agreethat any such arrangementsare to be subject to termination when in the
judgment of either country such arrangementsare no longer necessary.

Article IV

The Republic of the Philippines agreesto assume,and doesherebyassume,
all the debtsand liabilities of the Philippine Islands,its provinces,cities, muni-
cipalities and instrumentalities,which shall be valid andsubsisting on the date
hereof. The Republic of the Philippines will make adequateprovision for the
necessaryfunds for the paymentof interest on and principal of bondsissued
prior to May 1, 1934 under authority of an Act of Congressof the United
Statesof Americaby the Philippine Islands,or any province,city ormunicipality
therein, andsuch obligationsshallbe a first lien on the taxes collected in the
Philippines.

Article V

The United Statesof America and the Republic of the Philippines agree
that all casesat law concerningthe Governmentand peopleof the Philippines
which, in accordancewith Section 7 (6) of the IndependenceAct of 1934, are
pendingbeforethe SupremeCourt of theUnited Statesof America at the date
of thegrantingof the independenceof the Republicof the Philippinesshallcon-
tinue to be subjectto the review of the SupremeCourt of the United Statesof
America for such period of time~afte~independenceas may be necessaryto ef-
fectuatethe dispositionof the cased~t hand. The contractingpartiesalso agree
that following the dispositionof such casesthe SupremeCourt of the United
Statesof Americawill ceaseto havethe right pf review of casesoriginatingin the
Philippine Islands.

Article VI

In so far as they are not coveredby existing legislation, all claims of the
Governmentof the United Statesof America or its nationals againstthe Gov-
ernmentof the Republic of the Philippines and all claims of the Government
of theRepublic of the Philippinesandits nationalsagainstthe Governmentof the
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United Statesof Americashallbe promptly adjustedand settled. The property
rights of the United Statesof Americaandthe Republic of the Philippinesshall
be promptly adjustedand settled by mutual agreement,and all existingprop-
erty rights of citizens and corporationsof the United Statesof America in the
RepubTicof the Philippinesand of citizens and corporationsof the Republicof
the Philippines in the United Statesof America shall be acknowledged,re-
spectedandsafeguardedto thesameextentaspropertyrights of citizensandcor-
porationsof theRepublic of thePhilippinesand of theUnited Statesof America
respectively.Both Governmentsshalldesignaterepresentativeswho may in con-
cert agreeon measuresbest calculatedto effect a satisfactoryand expeditious
disposalof suchclaims asmay not be coveredby existinglegislation.

Article VII

The Republic of thePhilippinesagreesto assumeall continuingobligations
assumedby the United Statesof AmericaundertheTreaty of Peacebetweenthe
United Statesof America and Spain concluded at Paris on the 10th day of
December,1898,1 by which the Philippine Islands were cededto the United
States~f America, and underthe Treaty betweenthe United Statesof America
andSpainconcludedat Washingtonon the 7thday of November,1900.2

Article VIII

ThisTreatyshallenterinto forceon the exchangeof instrumentsof ratifica-
tion.

This Treaty shallbe submittedfor ratification in accordancewith the con-
stitutional proceduresof the United Statesof America and of the Republic of
the Philippines;and instrumentsof ratification shallbe exchangedanddeposited
at Manila.

SIGNED at Manila this fourth day of July, onethousandninehundredforty-
six,

FortheGovernmentof theUnited Statesof America:

[sEAL] PaulV. MCNTJTT

For the Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines:

[SEAL] ManuelRox~&s

United StatesTreaty Series343; 30 Stat, 1754.

United StatesTreaty Series345; 31 Stat. 1942.
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PROTOCOL TO ACCOMPANY THE TREATY OF GENERAL
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES, SIGNED
AT MANILA ON THE FOURTH DAY OF JULY 1946

It is understoodandagreedby the High ContractingPartiesthatthisTreaty
is for the purposeof recognizingthe independenceof the Republicof the Philip-
pines and for the maintenanceof close andharmoniousrelationsbetweenthe
two Governments.

It is understoodandagreedthatthisTreatydoesnot attemptto regulatethe
details of arrangementsbetweenthetwo Governmentsfor their mutual defense;
for the establishment,terminationor regulationof the rights and duties of the
two countries,eachwith respectto the other, in the settlementof claims, as to
the ownershipor control of real or personalproperty,or as to the carryingout
of provisionsof law of eithercountry;or for the settlementof rights or claimsof
citizensor corporationsof either countrywith respectto or againsttheother.

It is understoodandagreedthat the conclusionandentranceinto force of
this Treaty is not exclusive of further treatiesand executive agreementspro-
viding for the specific regulationof mattersbroadlycoveredherein.

It is understoodand agreedthat pending final ratification of this Treaty,
the provisionsof Articles II and III shallbe observedby executiveagreement.1

SIGNED at Manila this fourth day of July, one thousandnine hundred
forty-six.

For the Governmentof theUnitedStatesof America:

PAUL V. McNu~
[SEAL]

For the Governmentof the Republicof the Philippines:

MANUEL ROXAS

[SEAL]

Seepage 12, of this volume.
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EXCHANGE OF NOTES
No.1

The Philippine Secretaryof Foreign Affairs to the American Ambassador

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES

• MALACA~AN
Excellency: July 10, 1946

In accordancewith the provisionsof the Protocolaccompanyingthe Treaty
of GeneralRelationsbetweenthe United Statesof America and the Republic
of the Philippines signed at Manila on the 4th day of July, 1946, I havethe
honor to inform you that the Republic of thePhilippinesshall observethe pro-
visions of Articles II and III pendingthe final ratification of said Treaty effec-
tive as of July 4, 1946.

Accept, Excellency,the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

Elpidio QUIRIN0

Vice-Presidentand concurrentlySecretaryof ForeignAffairs

His ExcellencyPaulV. McNutt
AmericanAmbassador
Manila

No.2
The AmericanAmbassadorto the Philippine Secretaryof Foreign Affairs

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Excellency: July 12, 1946
I havethe honor to acknowledgethe receiptof your noteof July 10, 1946,

confirming that, in accordancewith the ProtocolAccompanying the Treaty of
GeneralRelationsBetweenthe United Statesof America and the Republic of
the Philippinessignedat Manila on July 4, 1946,your Governmentwill observe
theprovisionof Articles II andIII of theTreaty pendingfinal ratificationthereof.

In reply I havethe honor to confirm to you that my Governmentintends
similarly to observethe provisionsof the abovementionedprotocol.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my mostdistinguishedcon-
sideràtion.

Paul V~MCNUTT

His ExcellencyElpidio Quirino
Secretaryof Foreign Affairs for the

Republic of the Philippines
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