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UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND

and 
SAUDI ARABIA

Exchange of Notes prolonging the Treaty of Jedda of 20 May 
1927, as modified by the Exchange of Notes of 3 October 
1936. Mecca, 3 October, and Jedda, 31 October 1943

English and Arabic official texts communicated by the Permanent United King' 
dom Representative to the United Nations. The filing and recording took 
place on 31 October 1947.

ROYAUME-UNI DE GRANDE-BRETAGNE ET 
D'IRLANDE DU NORD

et 
ARABIE SAOUDITE

Echange de notes prorogeant le trait  de Djeddah du 20 mai 
1927, modifi  par l' change de notes du 3 octobre 1936. 
La Mecque, 3 octobre, et Djeddah, 31 octobre 1943

Textes officiels anglais et arabe communiqués par le représentant permanent 
du Royaume-Uni auprès de l'Organisation des Nations Unies. Le classement 
et l'inscription au répertoire ont eu lieu le 31 octobre 1947.
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No. 59. EXCHANGE OF NOTES1 BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY'S 
GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF SAUDI ARABIA PROLONGING THE 
TREATY OF JEDDA OF 20 MAY 1927,2 AS MODIFIED BY 
THE EXCHANGE OF NOTES OF 3 OCTOBER, 1936.8 
MECCA, 3 OCTOBER AND JEDDA, 31 OCTOBER 1943

No. 1 

ARABIC TEXT   TEXTE ARABE
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1 Came into force on 31 October 1943, by the exchange of the said notes.
'League of Nations, Treaty Series, Volume LXXI, page 131.
1 League of Nations, Treaty Series, Volume CLXXVII, page 394.
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No. 1

TRANSLATION1 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Mecca, 4th Shawwal, 1362 (3rd October, 1943) 
Your Excellency,

Article 8 of the Treaty signed at Jedda on 18th Zul Qa'da, 1345, corre 
sponding with 20th May, 1927, provided that the Treaty should come into force 
on the day of the exchange of ratifications (which was 17th September, 1927, 
corresponding with the llth Rabi ul Awwal, 1346) and be binding during 
seven years from that date. In case neither of the High Contracting Parties 
should have given notice to the! other six months before the expiration of the 
said period of seven years of his intention to terminate the Treaty, it was to 
remain in force until the expiration of six months from the date on which 
either of the parties should have given notice of termination to the other party. 
By an exchange of Notes of 3rd October, 1936, corresponding with the 17th 
Rajab, 1355, it was provided that the two Governments "have reciprocally 
agreed to abolish for a period of seven solar years from to-day's date their right 
to give six months' notice of their wish to terminate the said Treaty as pro 
vided for in Article 8 thereof." The period of seven years aforesaid terminates 
on 3rd October, 1943, corresponding with the 4th Shawwal, 1362, but both 
Governments desire to place their relations on a more stable basis. Consequently 
the Saudi Arabian Government propose that as from the 4th Shawwal, 1362, 
corresponding with 3rd October, 1943, the period during which the Treaty of 
Jedda shall be binding shall be as follows: 

1 Translation of His Britannic Majesty's 1 Traduction du Foreign Office de Sa Ma- 
Foreign Office. jest  britannique.

M" S9
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The Treaty of Jedda concluded on 18th Zul Qa'da 1345, correspond 
ing with 20th May, 1927, between His Majesty the King of Saudi Arabia 
(the King of the Hejaz, Nejd and Dependencies) and His Majesty The 
King of Great Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions beyond the Seas, 
Emperor of India, shall as from the 4th Shawwal, 1362, corresponding 
with 3rd October, 1943, be automatically prolonged for successive periods 
of seven solar years unless either of the two High Contracting Parties shall 
have given notice to the other six months before the expiration of any of 
the said periods of seven solar years of his intention to modify or terminate 
the Treaty.

This Note, together with your Excellency's reply confirming that the 
Government of the United Kingdom accept this proposal, shall constitute a 
mutually binding agreement between our two Governments which shall come 
into force from to-day's date.

Please accept, &c.

YUSUF YASIN 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs

No. 2 

Mr. S. R. Jordan to Sheikh Yusuf Yasin
BRITISH LEGATION

Jedda, 31st October, 1943 
Your Excellency,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's Note 
of the 4th Shawwal, 1362, corresponding with 3rd October, 1943, to the follow 
ing effect: 

[As in the first two paragraphs of No. 1]
I have the honour to confirm that the Government of the United Kingdom 

accept this proposal and that this Note, together with your Excellency's Note, 
constitute a binding agreement between our two Governments which shall come 
into force from to-day's date.

I have, &c.

S. R. JORDAN

No. 39


