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No. 60. AGREEMENT’ CONCERNING THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF A DIRECT RADIOTELEPHONE SERVICE BE-
TWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE UNION OF
SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS. SIGNEDAT MOSCOW,
on 23 SEPTEMBER1944

[*N0TE: The two Governmentshave agreedto regard the 25th
August, 1946, as the dateof entry into forceof the Agreementwith certain
amendmentswhich areembodiedin the text publishedbelow.]

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, andthe Governmentof the Union of SovietSocialistRepublics,desiring
to establishdirect radiotelephonecommunicationbetweenthe United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics,havedecidedto concludean Agreementfor this purpose,and have
nominatedas their plenipotentiariesfor signing it:

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland—TheRight HonourableSir Archibald JohnKerr Clark Kerr, Knight
Grand Cross of the Most DistinguishedOrder of Saint Michael and Saint
George, His Majesty’s AmbassadorExtraordinary and Plenipotentiaryto the
Union of Soviet SocialistRepublics;

The Governmentof the Union of Soviet SocialistRepublics—Constantine
YakovlevichSergeichuk,People’sCommissarfor Communicationsof the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics;

who, having verified their authoritiesasbeing fully in order and drawnup
in the appropriateform, haveagreedas follows:

PART I

GENERAL

Article 1

A direct radiotelephoneservice will be establishedbetween the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics.

1
Came into force on 25 August 1946, by mutual agreement(see note * above).
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EachContractingParty shallprovidethe necessaryfacilities in accordance
with the requirementsof modernradio engineering,ensuringsatisfactoryopera-
tion of the service.

The datewhenthe radiotelephoneserviceUnitedKingdom—Unionof Soviet
SocialistRepublicsshallbe put into operationis fixed for 24thSeptember,1944.

Article 2

Each ContractingParty shall provide facilities for calls passingin transit
through its respectiveterritory originating in other countriesor directedto the
same. The countriesto be servedby this meansshallbe agreedbeforehandby
the ContractingParties.

The terminal serviceshall be open on such days and for such period or
periodsas shall from time to time be agreedbetweenthe ContractingParties.

Article 3

The provisionsof the InternationalTelephoneRegulations(Cairo, 1938)
annexedto the InternationalTelecommunicationConvention (Madrid, 1932’),
unless conflicting with the articles of this Agreementshall apply to calls
exchangedterminally between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics or passing in
transit throughone of thesecountries.

PART II

CATEGORIES OF CALLS AND ORDER FOR THEIR COMPLETION

Article 4

The following categoriesof calls will be exchangedbetweenthe United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics:—

(a) governmentcalls;

(b) servicecalls;

(c) pr&tvis calls; and

(d) ordinaryprivate calls.

1
Lcagucof Nations,Treaty Series,Volume CLI, page5.

No. 60



176 United Nations— Treaty Series 1947

Article 5

The calls shall be completedin the following order:—

(a) governmentcalls;

(b) ordinary private calls and ordinaryservicecalls.

Article 6

The duration of governmentand private calls shall not be limited.

NOTE: Howeverin caseof heavytraffic, inferior circuit conditionsor when
additional time is requiredto completea call of a higher rank, the
Contracting Parties agreeto limit the duration of private calls to
six minutes.

In these cases the calling subscribershall be advised of it if
possiblebefore establishingconnexionandagain a few secondsbefore
disconnexionis madeby the traffic operator.

PART III

OPERATING PROCEDURE

Article 7

The chargeabledurationof an ordinary call betweensubscribersbegins at
the momentwhen communicationis establishedbetweenthe calling telephone
station and the called telephonestation after the two stationshavereplied to
the ring whosoevermay be the personanswering.

The chargeabledurationof the call endsat the momentwhen the calling
telephonestation gives the signal that the call is ended.

Article 8

For the preparation,establishmentand disconnexionof calls and all other
operatingpurposesthe traffic operatorsof both terminals are authorisedto use
the English and Frenchlanguages.

Article 9

The unit charge is the charge in respect of an ordinary call of three
minutesduration.
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The amountof theunit chargeis fixed on the basisof the gold franc.

When the duration of a call exceedsthree minutesa chargeper minute
is madefor the period in excessof the first threeminutes. Any fraction of a
minute is chargedas a minute. The chargeper minute is one third of the
chargefor threeminutes.

The chargeis payableby the subscriberof the telephonefrom which the
call was booked or by the personwho bookedthe call from the Public Call
Office.

Article 10

The samechargeis fixed for bothgovernmentandprivate calls.

Article 11

The chargeapplied to a préaviscall is the same as that chargedfor an
ordinary call, with the addition of a supplementarychargeequal to the charge
for one minute of ordinary conversation.

Article 12

When, after a call hasbeenbooked, it is cancelledbecausethe telephone
serviceis unableto establishconnexionbetweenthe calling andthe called tele-
phonestations,no chargeis made. If the amount of the chargehasbeenpaid
it is refunded.

The party on whoseside the call originatesshallhavepowerto makesuch
allowances as it shall think fit in respectof periods when, thoughcommuni-
cation is established,speechtransmissionis defective,and the amount of such
allowance whether made at the time of the communication or subsequently
shallnot be included as part of the chargesreferredto in Article 14.

Article 13

In the caseof the refusalof a call by the calling or called telephonestation
the chargeproper to one minute of ordinary conversationexchangedbetween
the two telephonestationsis payable.

A call booked with an incorrect number and establishedwith the station
having that numberis charged as for the duration of three minutes. If the
incorrect booking is replacedimmediately by anotherbooking of a call, the
chargefor one minute’s conversationonly is payablefor the incorrect booking.
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PART IV

RATES AND SETTLEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Article 14

The unit chargefor a call is fixed on the basisof the gold franc asindicated
in Article 9. The sumdueto eachcountryfor acall of threeminutes’ duration
will be the following: —

Moscow—Londonand London—Moscow.

Due to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland—
6 gold francs 15 centimes;

Due to the Union of SovietSocialistRepublics—6gold francs15 centimes.

NOTE: The service is availablebetween all points in Great Britain and
Northern Ireland on the onehand and Moscowon the other.

In applying the terminal rate due to the United Kingdom of
GreatBritain andNorthernIreland all the territory of GreatBritain
andNorthern Ireland will be regardedas onezone.

Article 15

The chargesfor using telephonecircuits of the United Kingdom for tele-
phonecalls betweenthe Union of SovietSocialistRepublicsandother countries
and the chargesfor usingthetelephonecircuits of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics for calls betweenthe United Kingdom and other countrieswill be
settledby mutual agreementof the ContractingParties.

Article 16

The chargesprovidedby this Agreementmay be modified by mutual con-
sent of the ContractingParties.

Article 17

Telephonechargesform the subject of monthly accountsestablishedby
the Administration of the country of origin. Theseaccountsare preparedso
as to show the numberof calls as well as their chargeableduration grouped
according to zoneof destination.
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The provisionsof Article 51, paragraph4, of the InternationalTelephone
Regulationsshallnot be applied to theseaccounts.

Article 18

Immediatelyafter the acceptanceof the accountsproperto the last month
of the quarter, a quarterly accountshowing the balancefor the whole of the
three months of the quarter is preparedby the Creditor Administration and
forwarded in duplicateto the Debtor Administration which, after verification,
returnsoneof the copies endorsedwith its acceptance.

Article 19

The quarterly account shall be verified and the amount shall be paid
within six weeks after the day it was receivedby the Debtor Administration.
Beyond this period the sums due to one Administrationby anotheraresubject
to interestat the rateof 6 per cent. perannumreckonedfrom the dayfollowing
the dateof the expiration of thesaid period.

Article 20

The balanceof the quarterly accountsin gold francs shallbe paid by the
Debtor Administration in accordancewith the provisions of Article 53, para-
graph 2, of the InternationalTelephoneRegulations.

PART V

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 21

The presentAgreementis concludedfor an indefinite term andshall come
into force immediately on its beingsigned.

This Agreementand any of its provisionsmay be altered or addedto by
mutual agreementof the ContractingParties.

Article 22

In the event of one of the Contracting Partieswishing to terminate this
Agreementnotice thereof shall be given to the other Contracting Party, in
writing.

The Agreementshall terminatesix monthsfrom the dateon which such
notice of termination is given.
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Article 23
This Agreementis drawn up in two copies;eachone in the English and

Russianlanguages,both textshaving equalforce.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersignedduly authorisedby their respective
Governmentshavepersonallysignedthe two copiesof thisAgreementandaffixed
theretotheir seals.

Moscow,23rd September,1944

By authority of the Governmentof By authority of the Governmentof
the United Kingdom and Northern the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
Ireland: publics:

{L.S.] Archibald Clark KERR [L.S.] K. Y. SERGEICHUK

PROTOCOL

At the conclusion of the Agreement concerning the establishmentof a
direct radiotelephoneservice betweenthe United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republicsthe Con-
tracting Partieshave agreedin addition to Article 8 of the Agreement, that
for the preparation,establishmentand disconnexiono1 calls and all otheroper-
ating purposesthe traffic operatorsandtechnicalpersonnelof the telecommuni-
cation serviceof both terminalsareauthorisedto use the English, Russianand
Frenchlanguages.

This Protocol is drawn up in two copies; each one in the English and
Russianlanguages,both textshaving equalforce.

23rd September,1944

By authority of the Governmentof By authority of the Government of
the United Kingdom and Northern the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
Ireland: publics:

(Signed) ArchibaldClark KERR (Signed) K. Y. SERGEICHUK
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