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No. 148. PROTOCOL1 AMENDING THE INTERNATIONAL
AGREEMENT OF 8 JUNE 1937,AND THE PROTOCOL OF
24 JUNE 1938, FOR THE REGULATION OF WHALING.
SIGNED AT LONDON, ON 26 NOVEMBER 1945

PROTOCOL

The Governmentsof the Union of South Africa, the Commonwealthof
Australia, Canada,Denmark,France,Mexico, the Netherlands,New Zealand,
Norway, the UnitedKingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the
United Statesof America;

Desiring, in view of the fact that pelagicwhaling operationsin the area
defined by Article 7 of the InternationalAgreement for the Regulation of
Whaling, signedat London on the 8th June,19372 (hereinafterreferredto as
the PrincipalAgreement),as amendedby the Protocolsignedat Londonon the
24th June, 1938~(hereinafterreferredto as the Protocol of 1938), havebeen
interrupted for a considerableperiod by the war, and in order to meet the
emergencyproducedby post-war conditionswithout prejudiceto the conserva-
tion of stocksof whales,to put into force by agreementsuchprovisionsas may
be necessaryin regardto pelagicwhaling for the season1946/47;

Have agreedas follows: —

Article I

Subject to the provisionsof Article 3 of the presentProtocol, the period
fixed by Article 7 of the Principal Agreement, during which factory ships
or whalecatchersattachedthereto may be used for the purpose of taking or
treatingbaleenwhales, shallbe extendedfor the season1946/47so as to cover
the period from the 8th Decemberto the 7th April inclusive.

Article 2

EachcontractingGovernmentshall give notice to the Governmentof the
United Kingdom when factory ships registeredunder the law of any territory

Cameinto force on 3 March 1947,by signatureof the SupplementaryProtocol (seepage

52 of this volume).
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under its authorityor otherwiseunder its jurisdiction engagein whaling opera-
tions in the areadefinedby Article 7 of the PrincipalAgreement.The G9vern-
ment of the United Kingdom will inform the other contractingGovernments
of all noticesreceivedunder this paragraphandshall itself similarly give notice
to the other contractingGovernmentsif factory ships registeredunder the law
of any territory under its authority or otherwiseunder its jurisdiction engage
in whaling operationsin thesaid area.

Article 3

The prohibition containedin Article 1 of the Protocol of 1938 relating
to the taking of hump back whalesin any waterssouth of 400 southlatitude
shallapply during the seasonof 1946/47.

Article 4

(1) During the seasonof 1946/47 the numberof baleenwhales caught
in the area definedby Article 7 of the Principal Agreementshall not exceed
16,000blue whale units.

(2) For the purposesof paragraph1 of this Article bluewhale units shall

be calculatedon the basis that one bluewhale equals—

(a) Two fin whalesor

(b) Two andahalf hump backwhalesor

(c) Six sd whales.

(3) Each contracting Governmentundertakesto ensurethat the Inter-
nationalBureaufor WhalingStatisticsshall be provided,within two days after
the end of eachcalendarweek,with data on the numberof blue whale units
caughtby eachfactory ship underthe jurisdiction of the saidGovernmentin the
areadefinedby Article 7 of the PrincipalAgreement. The Governmentof the
UnitedKingdom shall consult from time to time with the InternationalBureau
for WhalingStatisticsand it should appearthat the annualquotaprovided by
paragraph(1) of this Article may be reachedbefore the 7th April, the Inter-
nationalBureau for Whaling Statisticsshall be requestedto determine,on the
basis of the dataprovided,the date on which the annualquotaof blue whale
units shall be deemedto have been reachedand to notify each contracting
Governmentof thatdatenot lessthantwo weeksin advancethereof. The taking
of baleenwhalesshallbe illegal after the date so determined.
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Article 5

The provisionsof Article 3, paragraph(2), of the Protocolof 1938,regard-
ing the operationof factory shipsas landstationsin the territorial watersof any
contractingGovernment,shallnot apply during the period from 1stMay, 1947,
to 31st October,1947, inclusive.

Article 6

(1) In the presentProtocolthe following expressionsshallhavethe mean-
ings assignedto them in Article 18 of the PrincipalAgreement:“factory ship,”
“whalecatcher,” “land station,” “baleen whale,” “blue whale,” “hump back
whale,” “fin whale.”

(2) Sei whalemeans,for the purposesof this Protocol,any whale known
by the nameof balaenopteraborealis, sei whale, Rudoiphi’s rorqual, pollack
whale, or coalfish whale, and shall be taken to include Balaenopterabrydei,
Bryde’s whale.

(3) The expression“land station” shall, for the purposesof Article 5 of
the presentProtocol, include a factory ship the movementsand anchorageof
which are confinedto the territorial watersof any contractingGovernment.

Article 7

(1) The presentProtocolshallbe ratified and the instrumentsof ratifica-
tion depositedas soonas possiblewith the Governmentof the UnitedKingdom;
andit shallbe open to accessionon behalf of anyGovernmentwhich is aparty
to the Principal Agreementand the Protocol of 1938 and hasnot signed the
presentProtocol.

(2) Accessionshallbe effectedby notificationaddressedto the Government
of the United Kingdom.

(3) The Governmentof the United Kingdom shall inform the Govern-
ments which are partiesor signatoriesto the presentProtocol of all ratifications
of this Protocolor accessionsthereto.

Article 8

(1) The presentProtocol shall comeinto force in its entirety when all
the Governmentsreferredto in the Preamblehereofshall have depositedtheir
instrumentsof ratification or given notification of accession.
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(2) The provisionsof this Article andArticles 2, 3, 4, 6 (1), 6 (2) and7
of the presentProtocolshall,wheninstrumentsof ratificationhavebeendeposited
by at least threesignatoryGovernments,becomingbinding on those Govern-
ments andshallbecomebinding on eachotherGovernmentwhich subsequently
ratifies or accedes,on the date of thedepositof its instrumentof ratification or
notification of its accession.’

(3) The ratification of or accessionto the presentProtocol by a Govern-
ment which is not apartyto the Principal Agreementand the Protocolof 1938
shall not become effective until such Governmentbecomesa party to that
Agreementandthe Protocolof 1938.

Article 9

ThepresentProtocolshallbearthe dateon which it is openedfor signature
andshall remainopen for signaturefor a period of 14 daysthereafter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersignedplenipotentiaries being duly
authorisedto this endby their respectiveGovernmentshavesignedthe present
Protocol.

DONE at Londonthis 26th dayof November,1945,in a single copy which
shallremaindepositedin thearchivesof theGovernmentof the UnitedKingdom,
by whom certified copies will be transmittedto all the Governmentsreferred
to in the preamble.

For the Governmentof the Union of SouthAfrica:
A. P. VAN DER POST

For the Government of the Commonwealth of
Australia:

J. S. DUNCAN

1 The following Governmentshave depositedtheir instrumentsof ratification or accession:

Date of depositof
SignatoryStates instrument of:

ratification
United Kingdom 29 March 1946
Australia 23 July 1946
~ew Zealand 7 March 1946
Union of SouthAfrica 11 December 1946
Denmark 10 April 1946
France 24 October 1946
Norway 4 April 1946
United States 30 August 1946

AccedingState - accession
USSR 25 November1946
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For the Governmentof Canada:
Vincent MASSEY

For the Governmentof Denmark:
P. F. ERICHSEN

For the Provisional Government of the French
Republic:

No~IHENRY

For the Governmentof the United Mexican States:
Alfonso DE ROSENZWEIGDIAz

For the Governmentof the Netherlands:
E. TEIXEIRA DE MATTOS

For the Governmentof New Zealand:
R. M. CAMPBELL -

For the Governmentof Norway:
Birger BERGERSEN

For the Government of the United Kingdom of
GreatBritain andNorthern Ireland:

A. T. A. DOBSON
J. E. DE WATTEVILLE

For the Governmentof theUnitedStatesof America:
RemingtonKELLOGG

Ira N. GABRIELSON

SUPPLEMENTARYPROTOCOLSIGNED AT LONDON, ON 3 MARCH
1947, REGARDING THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE
WHALING PROTOCOLOF 26 NOVEMBER 1945

The Governmentsof the Union of South Africa, the Commonwealthof
Australia, Canada,Denmark, France, New Zealand, Norway, the United
Kingdom, - the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics,

No. 148



54 United Nations— Treaty Series 1947

Havingratifiedor accededto the Protocolsignedin Londonon 26thNovem-
ber, 19451 (hereinaftercalled “The Protocol”), amendingthe International
Agreementfor the Regulationof Whalingsignedin Londonon 8th June,1937,2

as amendedby the Protocolsof 24th June,1938,~and 7th February, 1944~;

Consideringthat it is providedunderparagraph(i) of Article VIII of the
Protocol that the Protocol shall come into force in its entirety when all the
Governmentsreferredto in: the preambleof the Protocol shall have deposited
their instrumentsof ratification or given notification of accession;

Consideringfurther that ratifications or accessionshavebeen depositedon
behalf of all the Governmentsreferredto in the preambleof the Protocol with
the exceptionof the Governmentsof Mexico andtheNetherlands;and

Desiringthatthe Protocolshouldbebroughtinto force in its entiretywithout
awaitingratification by the Governmentsof Mexico andthe Netherlands;

Have decidedto concludeaSupplementaryProtocol for this purposeand

haveagreedas follows:—

Article I

Notwithstandingthe provisions of paragraph(1) of Article VIII of the
Protocol, the Protocol shall, on the signature of the presentSupplementary
Protocol, come into force with respect to Governmentssigning the present
SupplementaryProtocol immediatelyupon signatureby them.

Article II

The presentSupplementaryProtocol shall bear the date on which it is
openedfor signatureandshall remainopenfor signaturefor aperiod of 14 days
thereafter. -

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Undersigned,duly authorisedby their respective
Governments,havesignedthe presentSupplementaryProtocol,donein London
this 3rd day of March, 1947, in a singlecopy, which shallbe depositedin the
archivesof the Governmentof the United Kingdom and of which certified
copiesshallbe transmittedto all thesignatoryGovernments.

1
Seepage44 of this volume.’
Leagueof Nations,Treaty Series,Volume CXC, page 79. -

Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,Volume CXCVI, page 131.
~GreatBritain, Treaty SeriesNo. 61 (1946), Cmd. 6990.
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For the Governmentof the Union of SouthAfrica:
EugeneK. SCALLAN

For the Government of the Commonwealth of
Australia:

JohnA. BEASLEY

Subject to approval

For the Governmentof Canada:
N. A. ROBERTSON

For the Governmentof Denmark:
E. REVENTLOW

For the Governmentof France:
JeanLE Ro~

For the Governmentof New Zealand:
W. J. JORDAN

For the Governmentof Norway:
P. PREBENSEN

For the Governmentof the United Kingdom:
0. G. SARGENT

For the Governmentof the UnitedStatesof America:
W. J. GALLMAN

Subjectto ratification

For the Governmentof the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics:

G. ZAROUBIN
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