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No. 150. INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE ON THE
ADOPTION OF A TRAVEL DOCUMENT FOR REFUGEES.
LONDON, 8-15 OCTOBER 1946

FINAL ACT. SIGNED AT LOND~*~ON15OCTOBER1946

The Governmentsof Argentine,Australia, Belgium,Bolivia, Brazil,Canada,
Chile, Czechoslovakia,Denmark,DominicanRepublic,Ecuador,France,~Greece,
India, Luxembourg,The Netherlands,Norway, Roland, S~v~en,Switzerland,
Union of SouthAfrica, UnitedKingdom of GreatBritain andNorthernIreland,
UnitedStatesof AmericaandVenezuela~

Having acceptedthe invitation of the Director of the Intergovernmental
Committeeon Refugeesto be representedat a Conferencewith the object of
adopting a travel documentfor refugees, -

Haveappointedthe following delegates:—

Argentine—
H.E. SefiorDr. Don FelipeA. Espil, ArgentineAmbassador,Delegate.
M. EugenioH. Salcedo,TechnicalAdviser.

Australia—
Mr. T. M. Nulty, Alien ImmigrationOfficer, Delegate.

Belgium— - .~ ~

M. Albert Herment,Director, Ministry for ForeignAflairs, Delegate.
M. RenéContempre,Director,Ministry for ForeignAffairs, Substitute

Delegate. - - ~ •

Bolivia— - ..-:

Dr Adolfo Costadu Rels, Bolivian Ambassador,Delegate

Brazil— ---- ~-~••~• —.. ~ -: ~-

H.E. Senhor J. J. Moniz de Arag~o,C.B.E., Brazilian Ambassador,
Delegate.

Senhor Francisco Eulalio de Nascimentoe Silva, Consul of Brazil,
SubstituteDelegate. -~

Canada—
Mr. P. T. Molson, Third Secretaryat the Office of the High Com-

missionerfor Canada,Delegate.
Mr. 0. Cormier, Commissionerof Immigration,SubstituteDelegate.
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Chile—
H.E. SeñorDon Manuel Bianchi, Chilean Ambassador,Delegate.
Señor Humberto Videla, Consul-General, Legal Adviser to the

Chilean Embassyin London,SubstituteDelegate.

Czechoslovakia—
M. Karel Va~iek,CzechoslovakConsul-General,Delegate.
M. Karel Palat,Deputy Head of Departmentat the Ministry of the

Interior, Prague,Expert.

Denmark—
Dr. Erik Schram-Nielsen,Secretaryof Legation,Delegate.

DominicanRepublic—
H.E. SeñorDon AndrésPastoriza,DominicanMinister, Delegate.

Ecuador—
H.E. SeñorDr. Don Homero Viteri Lafronte, EcuadoreanMinister,

Delegate.

France—
M. Baudouy,Secretaryof Embassy,Delegate.
M. Jurgensen,Chargé de Mission, Ministry of the Interior, Paris

SubstituteDelegate.

Greece—
M. Emanuel Manglis, Director of Greek Red Cross in Foreign

Countries,Delegate.

India—
Mr. M. K. Vellodi, C.I.E., I.C.S., Deputy High Commissionerfor

India, Delegate.
Mr. W. M. Mather, O.B.E., SuperintendingExecutiveat the Office

of the High Commissionerfor India, SubstituteDelegate.

Luxembourg—
M. G. Heisbourg,Attaché of Legation,Delegate.

Netherlands—
M. J.F. Boer, Director of the Ministry for ForeignAffairs, The Hague,

Delegate.
M. J.A. M. H. Luns,First Secretaryof Embassy,SubstituteDelegate.

N0. 150
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Norway—
M. K. N. Stilihoff, Chief of Section,Central PassportOffice, Oslo,

Delegate.

Poland—
Dr. RomanPrzezwa6ski,Polish Consul-General,Delegate.
M. Andrzej Szemh’Iski, SecondSecretary,Polish Embassy,Substitute

Delegate.
M. ManfredLachs,LegalAdviser,Polish Embassy,SubstituteDelegate.

Sweden—
Mr. JohnSetterwall,Counsellor, SwedishLegation,Delegate.

Switzerland—
Dr. 0. Schürch,Chef de Ia Section desRéfugiés,Division de Police

du DépartementFédéralde Justiceet Police, Delegate.
M. A. Fischli, Secretaryof Legation,SubstituteDelegate.

Union of South Africa—
Mr. Donald Bell Sole, Political Secretaryto the High Commissioner

of the Union of SouthAfrica, Delegate.
Mr. B. G. Fourie, Secretary,Political Section of the Office of the High

Commissionerof the Union of South Africa, SubstituteDelegate.

United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern Ireland—
Mr. C. D. Carew Robinson,C.B., AssistantUnder-Secretaryin the

HomeOffice, Delegate.
Mr. W. R. Perks,O.B.E., Chief Inspector,Immigration Branch,Home

Office, SubstituteDelegate.
Miss M. F. Appleby, Member of the Control Office for Germany

andAustria.

United Statesof America—
Mr. CabotCovile, First Secretaryof Embassy,Delegate.

Venezuela—
H.E. SeñorDon AndrésRodriguezAzpürua,VenezuelanAmbassador,

Delegate.
Dr. Luis Cabana,Counsellorof Embassy,SubstituteDelegate.

No. 150
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The Governmentof Egypt, while not wishing to participatein the Confer-
ence,appointedas ObserverM. Albert Mansour,EgyptianConsul-General.

Attending the Conferenceas Observers:
InternationalLabour Office: Mr. W. Caidwell,
InternationalRed Cross: M. David de Traz,
United Nations: Mr. Pierce Williams,
UnitedNations Relief andRehabilitationAdministration: Lt.-Col. L. W.

Charley.

Sir Herbert Emersonattendedthe Conferencein his capacityof Director

of the IntergovernmentalCommitteeon Refugees,
Who accordinglyassembledat London.

The Conferenceappointedas Chairman:
His ExcellencySeñorDonManuelBianchi,ChileanAmbassadorin London,

and as Vice-Chairman:

M. Albert Herment, Director, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Brussels.

In the courseof a seriesof meetingsheld between8th and 15th October,
1946, an Agreementconcerninga travel documentfor refugeeswas adopted.

The Conferencevotedthe following recommendation:—

“The IntergovernmentalConferenceconsiders it desirable that the
Governmentsconcernedshould envisagethe possibility of applying the
provisions of the presentAgreementto territoriesoccupiedas a resultof
the recentwar.”

The Conferencealso adoptedthe following recommendation:—

“The Conference,
“Consideringthatit is highly desirableto achievecompleteuniformity

in the systemof travel documentsfor refugeeswho are the concernof the
IntergovernmentalCommitteeon Refugees,or of the internationalorgan-
isationwhich maysucceedthe said Committee,

“Recommendsthat, as soon as circumstancespermit, all appropriate
stepsbe takento ensurethe adoptionof onesingle travel documentfor all
theabove-mentionedrefugees.”

IN FAITH WHEREOF theDelegateshavesignedthe presentAct.

No. ISO
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DONE in London, thefifteenth day of October,onethousandnine hundred
and forty-six, in French and English, in a single copy, which shall remain
depositedin the archivesof the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great
Britain andNorthern Ireland, andcertified true copiesof which shallbe trans-
mitted to all Governmentsrepresentedat the Conference.

The Chairmanof the Conference:
Manuel BIANCHI

The Vice-Chairmanof the Conference:
A. HERMENT

Argentine:
Felipe A. ESPIL

Australia:

Belgium:
A. HERMENT

Brazil:
MONIZ DR ARAGAO

Chile:
HumbertoVIDELA

Dominican Republic:
A. PASTORIZA

Ecuador:
HomeroVITERI LAFRONTE

France:
M. BAUDOUY

Greece:
EmanuelMANGLIS

India:

Luxembourg:
A. J. CLASEN

Netherlands:
J. F. BOER

Sweden:
J. SETTERWALL

No. 150
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Switzerland:
0. SCHtiRCH
A. FISCHLI

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland:

C. D. CAREW ROBINSON

Venezuela:
A. RODRIGUEZ AZP&UA

The Secretary-Generalof the Conference:
G. G. KULLMANN

AGREEMENT1 RELATING TO THE ISSUE OF A TRAVEL DOCU-
MENT TO REFUGEES WHO ARE THE CONCERN OF THE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES.SIGNED
AT LONDON, ON 15 OCTOBER 1946

The Contracting Governments,

Having examineda Resolutionadoptedby the IntergovernmentalCom-
mittee on Refugeesat its Plenary Sessionon 17th August, 1944, relating to
the establishmentof an identity and travel documentfor refugeeswho are the
concernof the IntergovernmentalCommitteeon Refugees,

Havingregardto the internationalmeasurespreviouslytakenin the matter
of travel documentsfor certain categoriesof refugees,

Convinced of the necessityof taking similar measureson behalf of the
refugeesreferredto in theabove-mentionedResolution,with aview, in particular,
to facilitating the movementof theserefugees,

Consideringthat the making of arrangementsfor the emigrationof refugees
who cannotbe absorbedin the countriesin which they have taken refuge is
an essentialpart of the work undertakenfor thebenefit of the said refugees,

Have agreedas follows:—

Cameinto force on i3 January1947, by signature, in accordancewith Article 23.

No. 150
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Article I

1. Subject to the further provisionslaid down in Articles 2 and 16, a
travel document,in accordancewith the provisionsof Article 3, shall be issued
by the ContractingGovernmentsto refugeeswho are the concernof the Inter-
governmentalCommittee,provided that the said refugeesare statelessor do not
in fact enjoy the protectionof any Government,that they are stayinglawfully
in the territory of the Contracting Governmentconcerned,and that they are
not benefiting by the provisionsregardingthe issue of a travel documentcon-
tainedin the Agreementsof 5th July 1922,’ 31st May, 1924, 12thMay, 1926,2
30th June, l928,~30th July, 1935, or the Conventionof 28th October1933.~

2. The said documentwill be issued to refugeeswho apply for it for the
purposeof travel outsidetheir countryof residence.

Article 2

As a transitional measure,the documentreferred to in Article 1 may, at
the discretionof the Governmentconcerned,be issued to refugeeswho, while
fulfilling the otherconditionslaid down by thepresentAgreement,arenotstay-
ing lawfully in the territory of the Contracting Governmentconcernedon the
date of the coming into force of the presentAgreement,provided that they
report themselvesto the authorities within a period to be prescribedby the
Governmentconcernedandwhich shall not be lessthan threemonths.

Article 3

1. The travel documentreferred to in the presentAgreementshall be
similar to the attachedspecimen(seeAnnex).

2. It shallbemadeout in at leasttwo languages—French,andthenational
languageor languagesof the authority which issuesthe document.

Article 4

Subject to the regulationsobtainingin the country of issue, children may
be includedin the travel documentof an adult refugee.

Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,Volume XIII, page237, and Volume XV, page322;
Volume XIX, page284; Volume XXIV, page 178; Volume XXVII, page420, VolumeXLV,
page 103.

‘League of Nations, Treaty Series,Volume LXXXIX, page 47.
‘League of Nations, Treaty Series,Volume LXXXIX, pages53 and 63; Volume XCIII,

page 377; Volume CCIV, page445, and Volume CCV, page193.
‘League of Nations, Treaty Series,Volume CLIX, page 199, and Volume CLXXII,

page 432; Volume CLXXXI, page429; Volume CC, page530; Volume CCIV, page464;
Volume CCV, page214. -
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Article 5

The fees chargedfor issue of the travel documentshall not exceedthe
lowest scaleof chargesfor nationalpassports.

Article 6

Savein specialor exceptionalcases,the documentsshallbe madevalid for
the largestpossiblenumberof countries.

Article 7

The documentshallhavea validity of eitherone or two years, at the dis-
cretionof the issuingauthority.

Article 8

1. The renewalor extensionof the validity of the documentis a matter
for the authority which issued it, so long as the holder resideslawfully in the
territory of the said authority. The issueof anew documentis, underthe same
conditions,a matterfor the authoritywhich issuedthe former document.

2. Diplomatic or consularauthorities,speciallyauthorisedfor the purpose,
shallbeempoweredto extend,for aperiodnot exceedingsix months,thevalidity
of travel documentsissuedby their Governments.

Article 9

EachContractingGovernmentshallrecognisethe validity of the documents
issued in accordancewith the provisions of the presentAgreement.

Article 10

The competentauthoritiesof the country to which the refugeedesiresto
proceedshall, if they arepreparedto admit him, affix avisa on the documentof
which he is theholder.

Article ii

The authoritiesof the territories to which the presentAgreementapplies
undertake to issue transit visas to refugeeswho have obtained visas for the
territory of final destination.

Article 12

The fees for the issue of exit, entry or transit visas shall not exceedthe

lowest scaleof chargesfor visas on foreign passports.

No. 150
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Article 13

When a refugeehas lawfully taken up residencein anotherterritory to
which the presentAgreementapplies,thepowerto issueanew travel document
will be transferredto the competentauthority of that territory, to which the
refugeeshallbe entitled to apply.

Article 14

The authority issuing a new documentshall withdraw the old document.

Article 15

1. The travel documentshall entitle the holder to leavethe countrywhere
it hasbeenissuedand, during the period of validity of the said document,to
return theretowithout a visa from the authoritiesof that country, subjectonly
to thoselaws andregulationswhich apply to the bearersof duly visaedpassports.

2. The ContractingGovernmentsreservethe right, in exceptionalcases,
when issuing the document,to limit the period during which the refugeemay
return, the said period beingnot less than threemonths.

Article 16

1. Subjectonly to the termsof Article 15, the presentprovisionsin no way
affect the laws andregulatknsgoverningthe conditionsof admissionto, transit
through, residenceandestablishmentin, and departurefrom, the territoriesto
which the presentAgreementapplies.

2. Nor do they affect the special provisions concerningpersonscoming
under the presentAgreementin the territoriesto which it applies.

Article .17

Neither the issueof the documentnor the entriesmadethereondetermine
or affect the statusof the holder, particularly as regardsnationality.

Article 18

The issue of the documentdoes not in any way entitle the holder to the
protectionof the diplomaticor consularauthoritiesof the countryof issue, and
doesnot confer on theseauthoritiesa right of protection.

No. 150
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Article 19

Travel documentsissuedbefore the entry into force of the presentAgree-
ment to personsbenefitingby the provisionsof Articles 1 and2 shall remain
valid until they haveexpired.

Article 20

In the eventof the transferto anyother internationalorganisationof the
functions of the IntergovernmentalCommittee on Refugees,all the provisions
in the Agreementrelating to the IntergovernmentalCommitteeshallbe deemed
to applyto the saidorganisation.

Article 21

The presentAgreement,of which the English and Frenchtexts are both
authentic, shall bear to-day’s date and shall remain open for signature, in
London, by the GovernmentsMembersof the IntergovernmentalCommittee,
and alsoby non-memberGovernments.

Article 22

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern
Ireland is designatedas the authority to give notice of eachsignatureand the
date thereof to all GovernmentsMembersof the IntergovernmentalCommittee
and to any non-memberGovernmentswhose signaturehas beenappended.

Article 23

1. The presentAgreementshall come into force ninety days after it has
been signedon behalf of six Governments.

2. In respectof eachof the Governmentson whose behalf a signature
is subsequentlydeposited,the presentAgreementshall come into force ninety
days after the date of suchdeposit.

Article 24

1. The presentAgreementmaybe denouncedby anyoneof the Contract-
ing Governmentsafter the expiry of a period of one yearas from the dateon
which it cameinto force, by written notification addressedto the Government
of theUnitedKingdom of GreatBritain andNorthernIreland,who shallinform
all Governmentsreferred to in Article 22 of eachnotification, specifying the
dateof its receipt.

No. 150
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2. The denunciationshall comeinto effect six monthsafterthe dateof the
receiptof thenotification by the Governmentof the United Kingdom.

Article 25

1. Any ContractingGovernmentmay at any time after the coming into
forceof this Agreementin accordancewith Article 23, declarein writing to the
Governmentof the United Kingdom that the Agreementapplies to all or any
of its colonies,overseasterritories, protectoratesand territoriesunder mandate
or trusteeship,and theAgreementshallapply to the territory or territoriesnamed
in the declarationfrom the datethereof.

2. The participation of any territory to which the Agreementhas been
applied under the precedingparagraphmay be terminatedby a notification in
writing addressedto the Governmentof the United Kingdom, and tile Agree-
ment shallcea~eto apply to the territory or territoriesnamedin the notification
six monthsafter thedateof the receiptthereof.

3. The Governmentof the UnitedKingdomshall inform the Governments
referredto in Article 22 of all declarationsreceived under paragraph1 of this
Article and all notifications received under paragraph2, and of the date on
which such declarationsor notifications takeeffect.

IN FAITH WHEREOF the undersignedhave affixed, in the name of their
respectiveGovernments,their signaturesto the presentAgreement.

DONE in London,the fifteenth dayof October,onethousandnine hundred
and forty-six, in French and English, in a single copy, which shall remain
depositedin the archivesof the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great
Britain andNorthernIreland, andcertified true copiesof which shallbe trans-
mitted to all Governmentsreferredto in Article 22.

No. ISO
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Argentine: Argentine:
Felipe A. ESPIL

This signatureis ad referendum

Australia: Australie:

Belgium: Belgique:
A. HERMENT

Brazil: Brésil:
MONIZ DR ARAG?0

(Ad referendum)

Chile: Chili:
Manuel BlANCH!

DominicanRepublic: RépubliqueDominicaine:
A. PASTORIZA

Ecuador: Equateur:
Homero VITERI LAFRONTE

- (Ad referendum)

France: France:
M. BAUDOUY

Greece: Grèce:
EmanuelMANGL!S

India: Inde:
S. RUNGANADHAN

Luxembourg: Luxembourg:
A. J. CLASEN

No. 150
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Netherlands: Pays-Bas:
J. F. BOER

Sweden: Suede:
J. SETTERWALL

Switzerland: Suisse:
0. SCHtiRCH

A. FISCELI

United Kingdom of Great Royaume-Unide Grande-
Britain and Northern Bretagneet Irlande du
Ireland: Nord:

C. D. CAREW ROBINSON

Venezuela: Venezuela:
A. RoDRIGuEz AzPi~muiA

N’ 150
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ANNEX

SPECIMEN TRAVEL DOCUMENT

The documentwill be in booklet form (approximately15 cm. X 10 cm.).

It i~recommendedthat it be so printed that any erasureor alteration by
chemical or other meanscan be readily detected,and that the words “Agreement
of 15th October 1946” be printed in continuous repetition on each page, in the
languageof theissuing country.

(Coverof booklet)

TRAVEL DOCUMENT

(Agreementof 15th October 1946)

No

(1)

TRAVEL DOCUMENT

(Agreementof 15th October1946)

This documentexpireson unless its validity is extended

or renewed.

Name

Forename(s)

Accompaniedby child (children).

1. The holderof this documentis the concernof the IntergovernmentalCommittee on
Refugees.

2. This document is issued solely with a view to providing the holder with a travel
documentwhich can serve in lieu of a nationalpassport. It is without prejudice to and in
no way affectsthe holder’s nationality.

3. The holder is authorisedto return to
(State here the country whose authorities are issuing the document) on or before

unless some later date is hereafterspecified. (The
period during which the holder is allowed to return must not be less than threemonths.)

4. Should the holder take up residencein a country other than that which issued the
presentdocument,he must, if he wishesto travel again,apply to the competentauthorities
of his country of residencefor a new document.

(This document contains32 pages,exclusiveof cover.)

N~.150
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(2)

Placeand date of birth .

Occupation

Presentresidence
*Maiden nameand forename(s)of wife

*Namc and forename(s) of husband

DESCRIPTION

Height

I-lair

Colour of eyes

Nose

Shapeof face

Complexion

Special peculiarities

CHILDREN ACCOMPANYING HOLDER

Name. Forename(s). Placeand dateof birth. Sex.

* Strike out whichever does not apply.

(This documentcontains32 pages,exclusiveof cover.)

(3)

PHOTOGRAPH OP HOLDER AND STAMP OP ISSUING AUTHORITY

FINGER-PRINTS OF HOLDER

(if required)

Signatureof holder

(This documentcontains 32 pages,exclusive of cover.)
No. 150
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(4)

1. This document is valid for the following countries:—

2. Document or documentson the basis of which the presentdocumentis issued:

Issuedat

Date

Signature and stamp of authority

issuing the document:

Feepaid:

(This documentcontains 32 pages,exclusiveof cover.)

(5)

EXTENSION OR RENEWAL OF VALIDITT

Feepaid: From

To

Doneat Date

Signature and stamp of authority extend-
ing or renewing the validity of the
document:

EXTENSION OR RENEWAL OP VALIDITY

Fee paid: From

To

Doneat Date

Signature and stamp of authority extend-
ing or renewing the validity of the
document:

(This documentcontains 32 pages,exclusiveof cover.)
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(6)

EXTENSION OR RIINEWAL OF VALIDITY

Fee paid: From.

To

Done at . Date

Signature and stamp of authority extend-
ing or renewing the validity of the
document:

EXTENSION OR RENEWAL OF VALIDITY

Feepaid: From

To

Doneat Date

Signature and stamp of authority extend-
ing or renewing the validity of the
document:

(This documentcontains 32 pages,exclusiveof cover.)

(7~..32)

VISAS

The name of the holder of the documentmustbe repeatedin each visa.

(This document contains 32 pages,exclusive of cover.)


