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No. 151. AGREEMENT1 FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A
PROVISIONAL MARITIME CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL,
ADOPTED BY THE UNITED MARITIME CONSULTATIVE
COUNCIL. WASHINGTON, 30 OCTOBER 1946

Article I

SCOPE AND PURPOSES

The Provisional Maritime Consultative Council shall be establishedas a
temporaryorganisationpendingthe establishmentof apermanentinter-Govern-
mental agencyin the maritime field—-

(i) to provide machinery for co-operationamong Governmentsin the
field of Governmentalregulation andpracticesrelatingto technical
matters of all kinds affecting shipping engagedin international
trade,and to encouragethe generaladoptionof the highestprac-
ticablestandardsin mattersconcerningmaritimesafetyandefficiency
of navigation;

(ii) to encouragethe removal of all forms of discriminatoryaction and
unnecessaryrestrictionsby Governmentsaffecting shippingengaged
in internationaltradeso as to promotethe availability of shipping
servicesto the commerceof the world without discrimination;

(iii) to provide for the considerationby the Council of any shippingpro-
blems of an international characterinvolving matters of general
principle thatmaybereferredto the Councilby the UnitedNations.
Matterswhich aresuitable for settlementthrough the normal pro-
cessesof internationalshippingbusinessare not within the scopeof
the Council;

Cameinto force on 23 April 1947, in accordancewith article V,
beendepositedin respectof:
The United Statesof America
The United Kingdom of GreatBritain and Northern Ireland
Belgium
Canada
Chile
France
Netherlands
Norway
Greece
Denmark
Poland
Australia

acceptanceshaving

20 November 1946
1 December 1946
3 December1946
5 December1946

12 December1946
18 December1946

1 January1947
14 January 1947
29 January1947
4 February1947

27 February 1947
23 April 1947
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(iv) to provide for the exchangeof information amongGovernmentson
mattersunder considerationsby the Council.

Article II

FUNCTIONS

The functions of the Provisional Maritime Consultative Council, which

shall be consultativeand advisory,shall be:—
(a) To considerandmakerecommendationson anymatterwithin its scope

as set forth in Sections(i) and (ii) of Article I.

(b) To considerandmakerecommendationson matterswithin its scope
upon the requestof anyorganof the UnitedNationsor otherinter-
Governmentalspecialisedagency.

(c) To adviseon mattersrelatingto thedraft constitutionfor apermanent
inter-Governmentalmaritime organisation.

Article III

MEMBERSHIP

Membershipin the Councilshallconsistof thoseGovernmentswhich notify
the Governmentof theUnited Kingdom of their acceptanceof this Agreement,
being eitherGovernmentsmembersof the U.M.C.C. or Governmentsmembers
of the UnitedNations.

Article IV

ORGANISATION

(1) The Councilshall consistof all memberGovernments.

(2) The Council may elect an ExecutiveCommitteeconsistingof twelve
memberGovernmentswhich shall exercisesuch functionsas may be delegated
to it by the Council. The ExecutiveCommitteeshall not be establishedby the
Council until at leasttwenty Governmentshave acceptedthis Agreement.

(3) The Council shall at each session determinethe host Government
and the time for its next meeting. Upon the requestof not less than four of
the membersthe Chairmanshall summonthe Council for an earlier date. The
Governmentof shall convenethe first meeting of the Council
at anytime after 1st March, 1947.
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(4) ThehostGovernmentarrangedfor eachsessionshalldesignateaChair-
man who shall hold office until the host Governmentfor the next following
sessionhasbeendecided,andshall providethe necessarysecretariatfor meetings
heldwithin its territory.

(5) Decisionsof the Councilshallbe takenby amajority of thosepresent
andvoting. Ten membersshall constitutea quorum.The Council shall other-
wise determineits own rulesof procedure.

Article V

ENTRY INTO FORCE

(1) This Agreementshall remainopen for acceptancein the archivesof
the Governmentof the UnitedKingdom andshallenterinto force whentwelve
Governments,of which five shall each havea total tonnageof not less than
1,000,000 gross tons of shipping,haveacceptedit.

(2) As soonas this Agreementhas comeinto force, a copy of the Agree-
ment,togetherwith the namesof the Governmentswho haveacceptedit, shall
be sentby the Governmentof the United Kingdom to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations for registrationin accordancewith Article 102 of the
Charterof the United Nations.

Article VI

TERMINATION

This Agreementshall ceaseto have effect upon the entry into force of a
constitution for a permanentinter-Governmentmaritime organisationor if
the membershipfalls below twelve. A member Governmentmay withdraw at
any time upon six months’ notice to the Governmentof the United Kingdom.

151


