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No. 158. EXCHANGES OF NOTES’ BETWEENTHE GOVERN-
MENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE ROYAL
HELLENIC GOVERNMENT CONCERNING THE TRANS-
FER OF THE RESPONSIBILITYFORTHE ADMINISTRA-
TION OF THE DODECANESE ISLANDS. ATHENS,
31 MARCH AND 7 APRIL 1947

No. 1

Sir C. J. Norton to M. C. Tsaldaris

BRITISH EMBASSY

Athens,31st March, 1947

Monsieurle Ministre,

I have the honourto inform your Excellency that His Majesty’s Govern-
ment in the United Kingdom haveagreedto a transfer of responsibilityfor the
administrationof the DodecaneseIslandsfrom the existingBritish Administra-
tion to a GreekMilitary Administration with effect from twelve noon today.
The transferis madeon theunderstandingthatthe Royal Hellenic Government
recognisethat no transferof sovereigntyover the Islands can take place until
the date of the entry into force of the PeaceTreatywith Italy2: that until that
date the Royal Governmentwill maintain a Military Administration in the
Islandsin accordancewith the termsof the HagueConventionof 18th October,
1907~:andthattheRoyal Governmentwill be readyto proceedto the conclusion
of furtheragreementswith His Majesty’sGovernmentin the United Kingdom
concerningmattersof detail arisingout of thistransferof military administration.

2. I shouldbe grateful if your Excellencywould be so good as to confirm
that the Royal Hellenic Governmentagreeto take over responsibilityfor the
administrationof the DodecaneseIslandson the aboveunderstanding.

I avail, &c.

(Signed) C. J. NORTON

1 Cameinto force on 31 March 1947, by the exchangeof the said notes.
2 Great Britain, MiscellaneousNo. 1 (1947), Cind. 7022.

‘Great Britain, MiscellaneousNo. 6 (1908), Cmd. 4175.
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No.2

M. C. Tsaldaristo Sir C. J. Norton

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Athens,31st March, 1947

Your Excellency,

I havethehonourto acknowledgethe receiptof theletter of today,by which
your Excellencyhasbeengood enoughto inform methat His Majesty’sGovern-
ment in the United Kingdom have agreed

[As in paragraph 1 of No. 1]

2. I hastento confirm to your Excellencythat the Royal Hellenic Govern-
ment agreeto takeover responsibilityfor the administrationof the Dodecanese
Islandson the aboveunderstanding.

3. On this occasion I would ask your Excellencyto be good enoughto
convey to His Majesty’s Governmentthe expressionof the deepestgratitude
of the Royal Hellenic Governmentand their sincere appreciationof the way
in which the British Military Administration has been carried on since the
liberation of the Islands.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) C. TSALDARIS

No. 3

Sir C. J. Norton to M. C. Tsaldaris

BRITISH EMBASSY

Athens,7th April, 1947

Monsieurle Ministre,

With referenceto the Notesexchangedby your Excellencyandmyself on
the 31stMarch, regardingthe transferof responsibilityfor the administrationof
the DodecaneseIslands from the British Military Administration to a Greek
Military Administration,I havethe honour to inform your Excellencythat His
Majesty’s Governmentin the United Kingdom have agreedto the following
furtherprovisionsregardingadditionalmattersarisingout of this transfer.

No. 158
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2. It is agreedbetweentheRoyalHellenic GovernmentandHis Majesty’s
Governmentin theUnited Kingdom that the questionof responsibilityfor the
costof the administrationincurredduring the British occupationof the Islands
shall remain a matter for subsequentnegotiationalong the lines eventually
adoptedfor the settlementof similar costsin non-metropolitanterritories over
which, in accordancewith the provisions of the PeaceTreaty, Italy is to
relinquish sovereignty,the financial potentiality of Greecebeingtakeninto con-
sideration. Any debts which municipalities and parastatalcompaniesin the
Dodecaneseowe to the British Military Administration in respectof advances
for working capital shall similarly remainasubjectfor negotiationbetweenthe
two Governments.

3. The British Military Administrationoccupationcurrencyin circulation
in the Dodecanesewill be redeemedwithin five daysfrom the 7th April, 1947,
by the GreekMilitary Administrationat the rate of 20,000 Drachm~to the
£B.M.A. Specialprovision will be madefor conversionafter the expiry of this
time limit in caseswheregood causecanbe shownwhy such currency,legally
acquired,cannotbe presentedfor conversionby the 12th April. The currency
so redeemedwill be transferredto a blocked account. Its disposal will be a
matter for subsequentnegotiationbetweenthe two Governmentsin association
with the settlementof administrationcosts.

4. His Majesty’s Governmentin the United Kingdom agreeto waive all
claimto military material,capturedfrom theItalian andGermanforcesformerly
in occupationof theDodecanese,still remainingin the Islandson 1stApril, 1947.
His Majesty’sGovernmentalsoagreethat the Royal Hellenic Governmentmay,
if they so wish, acquiresurplusstoresand equipmentbelongingto the British
Military Administration on terms to be subsequentlydecidedbetweenthe two
Governments.

5. It is understoodthatthe Royal Hellenic Governmentwill makeeffective
paymentfor stocks of food left in the Islandson 31st March, by the British
Military Administrationatthe requestof the Royal Government,andfor supplies
provided by the British Military Administration and imported into the Islands
after that date,in suchmanneras His Majesty’s Governmentmaydecide. The
question of the U.N.R.R.A. articleswill be settledby negotiationbetweenthe
two Governments.

6. I shouldbe grateful if your Excellencywould be so good as to confirm

that the Royal Hellenic Governmentacceptthe aboveprovisions.
I avail, &c.

(Signed) C. J. NORTON

No. 158
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No. 4

M. C. Tsaldaristo Sir C. J. Norton

GREEK MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Athens,7th April, 1947

Your Excellency,

I havethe honourto acknowledgethe receiptof theletter of today’sdate,
by which your Excellencyhasbeengood enoughto inform methat His Majesty’s
Governmentin the United Kingdom have agreed to the following further
provisionsregardingadditional mattersarisingout of the transferof the adminis-
tration of the DodecaneseIslandsfrom the British Military Administration to
aGreekMilitary Administration:—

[As in paragraphs2—5 of No. 3]

I have the honourto confirm to your Excellencythat the Royal Hellenic
Governmentacceptthe aboveprovisions.

I avail, &c.

(Signed) C. TSALDARIS
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