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No. 161. EXCHANGE OF NOTES1 BETWEEN THE GOVERN-
MENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE GOVERN-
MENT OF ICELAND REGARDING THE RECIPROCAL
ABOLITION OF VISAS. LONDON, 20 JUNE 1947

No. 1

Mr. Ernest Bevin to M. Stefa’n Thervardsson

FOREIGN OFFICE

20th June,1947
Your Excellency,

I havethe honour to inform your Excellencythat, as a first steptowards
the eventual restoration of freedomof travel to Iceland and to British terri-
tories, His Majesty’s Governmentin the United Kingdom are preparedto
concludewith the Governmentof Iceland an Agreement in the following
terms:—

1. Icelandic citizens shall be free to travel from any place whatever to
the UnitedKingdom of GreatBritain andNorthernIrelandwithout
the necessityof obtaininga visa in advanceprovided that they are
furnishedwith valid Icelandic passports.

2. Holdersof valid passportsbearing,on the cover, theinscription “British
Passport”and, inside, the descriptionof the holder’s national status
as “British subject” shallbe free to travel from any place whatever
to Icelandwithout the necessityof obtaininga visa in advance.

3. It is understoodthat the waiver of the visa requirement does not
exempt Icelandic citizens and British subjects coming respectively
to theUnitedKingdom andto Icelandfrom thenecessityof complying
with the British and the Icelandic laws and regulationsconcerning
the entry, residence(temporaryor permanent)and employment or
occupation of foreigners, and that travellers who are unable to
satisfy the immigration authoritiesthat they comply with theselaws
and regulationsare liable to be refusedleaveto enteror land.

1
Came into force on 1 July 1947, by the exchange,and according to the terms,of the

said notes.
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4. As regardstravel to British coloniesandoverseasterritories,protectorates
or territoriesundermandateor trusteeship,it is understoodthatvisas
will continueto be required.

If the Icelandic Governmentare preparedto acceptthe foregoingprovi-
sions, I havethe honour to suggestthat the presentnoteandyour Excellency’s
reply in similar termsshould be regardedas placing on recordthe Agreement
betweenthetwo Governments,which shall takeeffect on 1st July, 1947.

I have,&c.

(Signed) ErnestBEvIN

No.2

M. Stefan Thorvardssonto Mr. ErnestBevin

ICELANDIC LEGATION

London,S.W.1, 20th June,1947

Sir,

I havethe honour to acknowledgereceipt of your note of to-day’s date
in which you inform me that, as a first steptowards the eventualrestoration
of freedomof travel to Icelandandto British territories,His Majesty’s Govern-
ment in the United Kingdom are preparedto concludewith the Government
of Icelandan Agreementin the following terms:—

[Here follows the text of paragraphs1—4 of Note No. 1]

I have the honour to inform you that the Icelandic Gouvernmentare
preparedto acceptthe foregoingprovisionsandthat your noteandthe present
reply in similar terms shall be regardedas placing on record the Agreement
betweenthe two Governments,which shall takeeffect on 1st July, 1947.

I have,&c.

(Signed) Stefán THØRVARDSSON

No. 161


