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No. 163. EXCHANGE OF NOTES1BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY’S
GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC CONCERN-
ING THE MUTUAL ABOLITION OF VISAS. (LONDON,
24 AND 27 DECEMBER 1946

No. 1

Mr. Ernest Bevin to M. R. Massigli

FOREIGN OFFICE

24thDecember,1946

Your Excellency,

I havethe honour to inform your Excellencythat, in order to carry into
effect the understandingregarding the mutual abolition of visas which was
reachedbetweenM. Bidault and myself on 11th Octoberlast, His Majesty’s
Governmentin the United Kingdom are prepared,as a first step towardsthe
eventual restoration of the freedom of travel which existed betweenBritish
andFrenchterritoriesbefore the war, to concludewith the Governmentof the
FrenchRepublican agreementin the following terms:—

(1) Frenchcitizensshallbe free to travel to the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland by any route without the necessity
of obtainingavisa in advanceprovidedthat theyarefurnishedwith
valid Frenchpassports.

(2) Holdersof valid passportsbearingon the cover the inscription “British
passport”andinside the descriptionof the holder’s nationalstatusas
British subject” shall be free to travel to metropolitanFranceand
Algeria by any route without the necessityof obtaining a visa in
advance.

(3) It is understoodthatthe waiverof thevisarequirementdoesnot exempt
FrenchcitizensandBritish subjectscoming respectivelyto theUnited
Kingdom and to metropolitanFranceor Algeria from the necessity
of complying with the British and the French laws and regulations
concerningthe entry, residence(temporaryor permanent)andem-

1
Camc into force on 1 January 1947, by the exchange,and according to the terms, of

the said notes.
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ployment or occupationof foreigners, and that travellerswho are
unableto satisfy the immigration authoritiesthat they comply with
theselaws and regulationsare liable to be refusedleave to enteror
land.

(4) As regardstravel to French or British coloniesandoverseasterritories,
protectoratesor territoriesunder mandateor trusteeship,it is under-
stoodthat visaswill continueto be required.

2. If the .FrenchGovernmentare preparedto acceptthe foregoingpro-
visions I havethe honour to suggestthatthe presentnoteandyour Excellency’s
reply in similar termsshould be regardedas placing on record the agreement
betweenthe two Governments,which shall takeeffecton 1stJanuary,1947.

I have,&c.

Ernest BEVIN

N°2

M. R. Massigli to Mr. ErnestBevin

AMBASSADE DE FRANCE

Londres,le 27 décembre1946

Monsieurle Secrétaired’Etat,

J’ai l’honneur d’accuserreceptionde Ia lettre en date du 24 décembrepar
laquellevotre Excellenceabien voulu me faire savoirqu’en vue du rétablisse-
ment progressifde la liberté de Ia circulation des personnesexistant avant Ia
guerre entre les territoires britanniqueset français, le Gouvernementde Sa
Majestéest disposea semettred’accord avecle Gouvernementde la République
Francaisesur les dispositionssuivantes:

1) Les citoyensfrançaisaurontla liberté de se rendrepar unevoie quel-
conquedansle Royaume-Unide Grande-Bretagneet d’Irlande du
Nord sans &re astreints a l’obtention préalable d’un visa, pourvu
qu’ils soientmunis de passeportsfrançaisen coursde validité.

2) Les titulairesdc passeportsencoursde validité et portantsur Ia couver-
ture l’inscription “British Passport”et a l’intérieur la mention “Bri-
tish subject” aurontia liberté dese rendreen FranceMétropolitaine
et en Algérie par toutes les frontièressans&re astreintsa l’obtention
préalabled’un visa.

Na 16~



260 United Nations— Treaty Series 1947

No.2

FRENCH EMBASSY

London,27 December1946

Your Excellency,

I havethe honourto acknowledgereceiptof the letterdated24 December
by which you informed me that with a view to the eventualrestorationof the
freedom of travel which existed betweenBritish and Frenchterritories before
the war, His Majesty’sGovernmentare preparedto concludewith the Govern-
ment of the FrenchRepublicart agreementin the following terms:

[Here follows the textof paragraphs 1 to 4 of NoteNo. 1, pages256 and 257]

I havethe honourto inform you that the French Governmentis prepared
to apply the foregoingprovisionsand that they will consideryour Excellency’s
letter andthe presentreply as constitutingan agreementbetweenthe two Gov-
ernmentswhich shall take effect on 1 January1947.

I have, etc.

(Signed) R. M~tsszou

No. 165


