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No. 164. EXCHANGE OF NWIES~BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY’S
GOVERNMENT IN THE UI~HTEDKINGDOM AND THE
BELGIAN GOVERNMENT FOR THE RECIPROCAL ABO-
LITION OF VISAS ON BRITISH AND BELGIAN PASS-
PORTS.LONDON, 5 FEBRUARY 1947

No.1

Mr. Ernest Bevin to VicomteAlain Obert de Thieusies

~ O~IGNOEFXöE

5th February, 1947
Your Excellency,

I havethe honourto inform your Excellencythat, as a first steptowards
the eventualrestorationof freedomof travel to Belgian andBritish territories,
His Majesty’s Governmentin the United Kingdom are preparedto conclude
with the Governmentof Belgiuman agreementin the following terms:—

(1) Belgian subjectsshall be free to travel from any place whatever to
the UnitedKingdom of GreatBritain andNorthernIrelandwithout thenecessity
of obtaining a visa in advanceprovided that they are furnished with valid
Belgian passports.

(2) Holderspf valic~passportsbearing,on the cover, the inscription “Bri-
tish Passport” and, inside, t~he4escription of the holder’s national status a
“British subject” shall be free to t~avelfrom any place whatever to Belgium
without the necessityof obtainingavisa in advance.

(3) It is understoodthat tlé waiver of the visa requirementdoes not
exemptBelgian subjectsandBritish subjectscoming respectivelyto the United
Kingdom andto Belgium from the necessityof complyingwith the British and
theBelgian laws and regulationsconcerningthe entry, residence(temporaryor
permanent) and employmentor occupationof foreigners,and that travellers
who are unable to satisfy the immigration authoritiesthat they comply with
theselaws andregulationsareliable to be refusedleave to enteror land.British
subjectswishing to settlepermanentlyin Belgiumwill first haveto apply to the
competentBelgian diplomatic and consular authorities for the entry in their
travel documentsof astatementto the effect thatthey areauthorisedto settle
permanentlyin Belgium.

~Came into force on 15 February 1947, by the exchange,and according to the terms, of

the said notes.
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(4) As regardstravel to Belgian or British coloniesandoverseasterritories,
protectorates,or territoriesunder mandateor trusteeship,it is understoodthat
visaswill continueto be required.

2. If the BelgianGovernmentare preparedto acceptthe foregoingpro-
visions,I havethehonourto suggestthatthe presentnoteandyour Excellency’s
reply in similar termsshould be regardedas placing on record the agreement
betweenthe two Governments,which shall takeeffect on 15th February,1947.

I have,&c.

(Signed) Ernest BEVIN

N°2

VicomteAlain Obert de Thieusiesto Mr. ErnestBevin

AMBASSADE DE BELGIQUE

Londres,le 5 février 1947

M. Ic Secrétaired’Etat,

J’ai l’honneur d’accuserreceptionde la Iettre de ce jour par laquellevotre
Excellenceabienvoulu me faire savoirque, dansle but de rétablirprogressive-
ment Ia liberté de circulation entreles territoiresbelgeet britannique,le Gou-
vernementde Sa MajestédansIc Royaume-Uniest dispose a conclureavec le
Gouvernementbeigeun accorddansles termessuivants:

1) Lessujetsbelgespourrontse rendredans le Royaume-Unide Grande-
Bretagneet d’Irlande du Nord, quel quesoit leur point de departet ‘par une
voie quelconque,sans&re astreintsa l’obtention préalabled’un visa, pourvu
qu’ils soient munis d’un passeportbelgevalide.

2) Les détenteursde passeportsvalidesportantsur Ia couverturel’inscrip-
~tion“British Passport”et a l’intérieur Ia mention “British subject”,serontlibres
deserendreen Belgique,quelquesoit leur point de departet partouteslesvoies,
sans&re astreintsa l’obtention préalabled’un visa.

3) Il est entenduquel’exemption du visane dispensepas les sujetsbelges
et britanniquesse rendantrespectivementdansle Royaume-Uniet en Belgique
de l’obligation de se conformeraux lois et règlementsbritanniqueset belges
concernantl’entrée, Ia residence(temporaireou permanente)ainsiquel’emploi
des étrangerset que les intéressésqul ne pourraientétablir devantles autorités
compétentesqu’ils satisfonta ceslois et rêglementspourrontsevoir refuserl’auto-
risation d’entrer ou de débarquer.
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No. 2

VicomteAlain Obert de Thieusiesa M. ErnestBevin

BELGIAN EMBA~SY

‘~London,5February1947

Your Excellency, - -

I havethe honour to acknowledgereceiptof your letter of to-day’s date in
which you inform me that, with the object of the eventual restoration of
freedomof travel betweenBelgian.and British territories, His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment in the United Kingdom are preparedto concludewith the Belgian
Governmentan agreementin the following terms:

[Here follows text of paragraphsI to 4 of NoteNo. 1, pages262-263]

I havethe honourto informYour Excellencythatthe Belgian Government
are preparedto apply the foregoingprovisionsand thatthey will considerYour
Excellency’sletter and the presentreply as constitutingan agreementbetween
our two Governments,w~ilchshall takeeffect on 15 February1947.

I have,etc. ‘

(Signed) OBERT DE THIEUSIES

No. 164


