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No. 166. EXCHANGE OF NOTES1BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY’S
GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF NORWAY CONCERNING THE
MUTUAL ABOLITION OF VISAS. LONDON, 26 FEBRU-
ARY 1947

No. 1

Mr. Ernest Bevin to M. Per PrebenPrebensen

FOREIGN OFFICE

26th February,1947
Your Excellency,

I have the honour to inform your Excellencythat, as a first step towards
the eventualrestoration of freedom of travel to Norwegian andBritish terri-
tories, His Majesty’s Governmentin the United Kingdom are preparedto
conclude with the Government of Norway an agreementin the following
terms:—

(1) Norwegiansubjectsshall be free to travel from any place whatever
to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
without the necessityof obtaining avisa in advanceprovided that
they are furnishedwith valid Norwegianpassports.

(2) Holders of valid passportsbearing, on the cover, the inscription
“British Passport” and, inside, the description of the holder’s
nationalstatus as “British subject” shall be free to travel from any
place whateverto Norway without the necessityof obtainingavisa
in advance.

(3) It is understoodthat the waiver of the visa requirementdoes not
exempt Norwegianand British subjectscoming respectivelyto the
United Kingdom and to Norway from the necessityof complying
with the British andthe Norwegianlaws andregulationsconcerning
the entry, residence(temporaryor permanent)andemploymentor
occupation of foreigners, and that travellers who are unable to
satisfy the immigration authoritiesthat they comply with these
laws andregulationsareliable to be refusedleaveto enteror land.

‘Came into force on 1 March 1947, by the exchange,and according to the terms, of
the said notes.
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(4) As regardstravel to Spitsbergenor to Norwegianor British colonies
and overseasterritories, protectoratesor territoriesunder mandate
or trusteeship,it is understoodthat visaswill continueto berequired.

2. If the NorwegianGovernmentare preparedto accept the foregoing
provisions, I have the honour to suggest that the presentnote and your
Excellency’sreply in similar termsshould be regardedas placingon record the
agreementbetweenthetwo Governments,which shall takeeffecton 1st March,
1947.

I have,&c.
ErnestBEVIN

No.2
M. Per PrebenPrebensento Mr. Ernest Bevin

ROYAL NORWEGIAN EMBASSY

London,26th February,1947

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledgereceiptof your note of to-day’s date
in which you inform me that, as a first steptowards the’ eventualrestoration
of freedomof travel to British andNorwegianterritories,His Majesty’s Govern-
ment in the United Kingdom are preparedto concludewith the Government
of Norway an agreementin the following terms:—

[As in NoteNo. 1]

2. I havethe honourto inform you that the Governmentof Norway are
preparedto acceptthe foregoingprovisionsand that your noteandthe present
reply in similar termsshall be regardedas placing on record the agreement
betweenthe two Governments,which shall take effect on 1stMarch, 1947.

I have,&c.

P. PREBENSEN

No. 166


