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No. 34. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN AGREE-
MENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND FRANCE RELATING TO1’HE PURCHASEOF NATU-
RAL RUBBER. WASHINGTON, 28 JANUARY AND 7 FEB-
RUARY 1946

I

TheSecretaryof State to the French Ambassador

Departementof State
Washington

Jan.28 1946
Excellency:

I havethe honor to irtform~Your Excellencythat the Governmentof the
United Statesof America is preparedto enterinto an agreementfor the pur-
chaseof all natural rubberallocatedfrom all Frenchareasin the FarEastto the
United Statesof Americaby the CombinedRaw MaterialsBoard, or successor
body, accordingto the following terms:

The Rubber DevelopmentCorporation,which is the agency of the Gov-
ernmentof the UnitedStatesof Americawhich hasbeendesignatedto negotiate
for and effect the purchaseof all natural rubberallocatedto the United States
of Americaby the CombinedRaw MaterialsBoardor successorbody,shallpur-
chasefrom the Governmentof Franceall naturalrubberwhich hasbeenor shall
be so allocatedfrom all Frenchareasin the FarEastat a price of 20’/4 cents
United Statescurrency per pound for standardtop gradeswith appropriate
differentialsfor othertypes andgrades,at FarEasternport free on board ocean
going steamerdestinedfor United Statesport. This price shallbe paidon all
rubber coveredby oceanbills of lading bearingdatesbetween September2,
1945 (VJ Day) andJune30, 1946, inclusive. Paymentfor suchrubberwill be
effected by the opening of an appropriateletter or letters of credit in favor of
such agencyof the Governmentof Franceas shallbe designated(orsuch other
method of paymentas may be mutually agreedupon); which letters of credit
shall provide for payment against shipping documentsendorsed“on board”
oceangoing steamerevidencingthat the rubberhasbeenshipped consignedto
“ReconstructionFinanceCorporation,15 William Street, New York 5, New
York”. Quality andweightsshallbeas determineduponinspectionandweighing
at United Statesport.
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This note, togetherwith your reply indicating acceptanceby the Government
of Franceof the offer containedherein,shall be deemedby the Governmentof
the United Statesof America as bringing the aboveagreementinto full force
andeffect. The RubberDevelopmentCorporationwill executewith the appro-
priateFrenchauthorityacontractembodyingthedetailsof the aboveagreement.

Accept,Excellency,therenewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

For the Secretaryof State:
William L. CLAYTON

His ExcellencyHenri Bonnet,
Ambassadorof France

II

L’Ambassadeurde France àu Secrétaired’Etat

AMBASSADE DE FRANCE
AUX frrATS-UNXS

CA/RL
NO 100 Washington,le 7 février 1946

Monsieurle Secr&aired’Etat,

J’ai l’honneur d’accuserreceptiona Votre ExcellencedeSa notedu 28 jan-
vier 1946, et de lul faire savoir que le Gouvernementfrancais est dispose a
conclureun accordpour~aventedu caoutchoucnaturel,en provenancedestern-
toire francaisd’Extr~me-Onient,qui seraalloué aux Etats-Unispar le “Com-
bined Raw MaterialsBoard” ou l’organismequi lui succèdera,aux conditions
suivantes:

Le Gouvernementfrancaisvendraala “RubberDevelopmentCorporation”,
organismeaménicainqui a étedesigneaux fins de négocieret d’effectuerl’achat
de tout caoutchoucnaturelalloué aux Etats-Unisd’Amériqueparle “Combined
Raw Materials Board” ou l’organisme qul lui succèdera,tout le caoutchouc
naturelqui a été ou seraalloué aux Etats-Unis,en provenancedes territoires
français d’Extr~me-Onient,au prix de 20~4cts (en monnaie des Etats-Unis)
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La présentenote, ainsiquela réponsedans laquellevousnousferezsavoir
~‘acceptationpar le Gouvernementfrançaisde l’offre qui lui est faite ici, seront
considéréespar le Gouvernementdes Etats-Unisd’Amérique comme donnant
force exécutoirea l’accord ci-dessus.La RubberDevelopmentCorporation pas-
sera avec les autoritésfrancaisescompétentesun contrat fixant les modalités
d’appllcationdel’accordci-dessus.

Jeprie Votre Excellencede bien vouloir agréerles assurancesde ma três
hauteconsideration.

Pour le Secrétaired’Etat:
William L. CLAYTON

A Son ExcellenceHenri Bonnet
Ambassadeurde France

U

The French Ambassadorto the Secretaryof State

TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION
1

EMBASSY OF FRANCE

IN THE UNITED STATES
CA/RL

NO. 100 Washington,February7, 1946

Mr. Secretaryof State:

I havethe honorto acknowledgethe receipt of Your Excellency’snote of
January28, 1946, and to inform youthat the FrenchGovernmentis disposed
to concludean agreementfor thesaleof naturalrubbercomingfrom the French
territoriesin theFar Eastallocatedto the UnitedStatesby the “CombinedRaw
MaterialsBoard” or theentity succeedingit, on the following conditions:

The FrenchGovernmentshall sell to the “RubberDevelopmentCorpora-
tion,” the Americanagencythat hasbeendesignatedfor the purposeof negotiat-
ing and effecting the purchaseof all natural rubber allocatedto the United
Statesof America by the “CombinedRaw MaterialsBoard” or the entity suc-
ceedingit, all the natural rubber which hasbeen or shall be allocatedto the
UnitedStatescoming from the Frenchterritoriesof theFarEast,at thepriceof

1
Translation of the Departmentof Stateof 1

Traduction du Department d’Etat des

the United Statesof America. Etats-Unisd’Ain6rique.

No 34



1947 Nations Unies— Recueil des Traités 245

20~4cents (in moneyof the United States)per pound,for the qualitiescalled
“Standardtopgrades,”with appropriatedifferencesfor other types andqualities,
delivered f.o.b. in the ports of the Far East, on seagoingvesselsbound for a
United Statesport. This priceshall be paid for all the quantitiesof rubbermen-
tioned in marine bills of lading bearinga datebetween September2, 1945,
(V—J Day) andJune30, 1946, inclusive. Paymentfor them will be executed
by the openingof letters of credit in favor of such entity as shallbe designated
by the FrenchGovernmentor in accordancewith someothermodeof payment
the principle of which the two governmentsmay adopt by mutual agreement.
Theselettersof credit shall stipulatethatpaymentwill be madeagainstdelivery
of merchantmarinedocumentsendorsedon boardseagoingshipsand furnishing
proof that the rubber had beenconsignedto the “ReconstructionFinanceCor-
poration”, 15 William Street, New York 5, New York. The quality and the
weight shallbe thosethat havebeenestablishedafter inspection and weighing
in a port of the United States.

The FrenchGovernmentconsidersthat the presentnote,in answerto Your
Excellency’snoteof January28, 1946,givesexecutiveforce to the agreementthe
terms of which are set forth above. The competentFrenchauthoritieswill enter
into acontractwith the “RubberDevelopmentCorporation” fixing themodalities
of application of this agreement.

I beg Your Excellency to be good enough to acceptthe assurancesof my
very high consideration.

H. BONNET

His ExcellencyThe HonorableJamesF. Byrnes
Secretaryof Stateof the United States
Washington,D. C.
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