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No. 46. AGREEMENT ON THE. ORGANIZATION OF COM-
MERCIAL RADIO TELETYPE COMMUNICATION CHAN-
NELS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS.
SIGNED AT MOSCOW, ON 24 MAY 1946

The Governmentof the United Statesof America andthe Governmentof
the Union of SovietSocialistRepublicswishing to establishchannelsof commer-
cial radio teletypewritercommunicationbetweenboth countriesprior to the cur-
tailmentof the presentmilitary radio teletypewriterchannelshavedecidedto con-
clude the following agreementand haveappointedfor that purposetheir respec-
tive authorizedrepresentativesas follows:

For the Governmentof theUnited Statesof America,

Walter Bedell Smith

AmbassadorExtraordinary and Plenipotentiary.
For the Governmentof the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

Alexander Dmitrievich Fortushenko
DeputyMinister for PostalandElectrical Communications.

These representatives,having exchangedtheir credentials, which were
found to be in good order, have agreedas follows on behalf of their respective
governments:

ARTICLE 1

Commercialradio inultichannelor multiplex teletypewritercommunication
systemsbetweenthe Union of SovietSocialistRepublicsandthe United Statesof
America will be establishedandplacedinto operationon a commercialbasis as
soon as possiblein lieu of the existingmilitary radio teletypewriterchannels.

Theterminalsof thecommercialradioteletypewriterchannelsin theUnion
of Soviet SocialistRepublicswill be in Moscow; the terminals of the channels
in the United Statesof America will be in New York.

The contractingpartieswill providefor suchleasedtributary lines to such
Soviet offices in the UnitedStatesof America as may be desiredby the Govern-
mentof the Union of SovietSocialistRepublicsandfor suchleasedtributary lines
to suchUnited StatesGovernmentoffices in the Union of SovietSocialistRepub-
lics as may be desiredby the Governmentof the United Statesof America.

202 1947



204 United Nations— Treaty Series 1947

Thechannelswill bethrougha radio relaystationat Tangier.

With the aim of not interrupting the presentradio teletypewriter circuits
between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United Statesof
America, it is agreedthat transmissionof traffic over thesechannelswill continue
on amilitary basis pendingcompletionof the Tangierradio relaystation.

Thesecommunicationswill be used for the transmissionof Public Corres-
pondencebetweenthe UnitedStatesof Americaandthe Union of SovietSocialist
Republicswith priority of servicereservedfor the transmissionof Governmental
telegramsof the Union of SovietSocialistRepublicsand of the United Statesof
America.

Governmentaltelegramsof the Union of Soviet SocialistRepublicsand of
the United Statesof America will normally be handled on a tape-relaybasis.
This communicationservicewill further provide for the establishmentof radio
teletypewriter conferenceservice between the governmentalagenciesof the
Governmentof Soviet Socialist Republics when desired. This communication
servicewill also providethis conferenceservicebetweenthe governmentalagen-
ciesof the Governmentof the United Statesof Americawhen desired.

No restrictionsor limitations will be imposedby either Governmentas to
languageor codesand ciphersto be usedby either Governmentin the official
transactionof their respectivebusiness,i.e. radio teletypewriterserviceoperating
on an automaticor tape-relaybasispermits the use of the Russianalphabetand
the use of non-uniform codesand ciphers (mixed letters and figures plus other
teletypewritercharactersand functions).

The operationof the circuits betweenTangierand Moscow, U.S.S.R. will
be operatedat Tangierby the United Statescommercialcommunicationscom-
panies,at Moscowby the Ministry of PostalandElectricalCommunications.

The operationof the circuits betweenthe United Statesand the relaysta-
tion or stationsin Tangier will be by the interestedUnited Statescommercial
communicationcompanies—RCA,MackayRadio and PressWireless, Incorpo-
ratedorganizations.

ARTICLE II

• The Governmentof the United Statesof Americaagrees:

A. To assistthe Governmentof the Union of SovietSocialist Republics in
purchasingthrough the United States Foreign Liquidation Commission suf-
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ficient equipmentto operateinitially two each full-duplex single-channeltele-
typewriter channelsbetweenMoscow andeachparticipatingUnited Statescom-
mercial companyin Tangier.

B. That the newly organizedcommercial service will utilize in Moscow
the equipmentof the existingmilitary radio teletypewriterchannelswhich will
be expandedto fulfill the termsof Article II (A) as soonas possible.

C. Thatby mutualagreementbetweenthe Ministry of PostalandElectrical
Communicationsandeachof theparticipatingcompanies,thesefull-duplex single-
channelinstallationswill be replacedor augmentedby multichannelor multiplex
equipment. •

D. Thatassistancewill furtherbe givento obtain suchadditionalequipment
asmay berequiredfor the.Moscowterminal of thesechannelsupon presentation
of evidenceof the necessitytherefor to the Governmentof the United States
throughthe American Embassyin Moscow.

E. After the initial establishmentof the commercial radio teletypewriter
channels,to assistthe Governmentof the Union of Soviet Socialist Republicsin
increasingthe circuit capacityto meet the load requirementsof the circuit by
increasedspeedsof operationandsuch other technicaldevelopmentsas may be-
comecommerciallyavailable.

• • F. To authorize the participatingcompaniesimmediately to initiate such
commercial agreementsregardingtariffs, et cetera,as may be required.

• • ARTICLE III

The Governmentof the Union of SovietSocialistRepublicsagrees:

• A. To purchasethrough the UnitedStatesForeignLiquidation Commission
such additional single-channelradio teletypewriterequipmentasmay be neces-
saryto fulfill the terms of Article IT.

B. To purchasethrough the commercial companieswhich manufacture
multichannel or multiplex equipment such multichannel or multiplex equip-
ment asmay be requiredto fulfill the termsof Article II.

C. To authorizethe Ministry of PostalandElectrical Communicationsim-
mediately to completesuchnecessarynegotiationswith the participatingUnited
Statescommercialcompaniesregardingthe tariffs. and operatingproceduresas
mayberequircd.~.. • • ~••••• •••.•. • • ••
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ARTICLE IV

The Governmentof the United Statesof Americaand the Governmentof
theUnion of Soviet SocialistRepublicsagree:

A. That upon the completionof the first threesingle-channelrelayinstalla-
tions at Tangier,to inaugurateimmediatelyradioteletypewriterserviceon a com-
mercial basis throughthe radio relaystation or stationsat Tangier,utilizing for
this purposein Moscow the equipmentof the existing military radio teletype-
writer channels,the transferto commercialserviceto be madewithout loss of
circuit time.

B. That the commercialand technicalregulationsfor theoperationof this
communicationsystemwill be determinedprior to the initial operationof the
system, by mutual agreementof the United Statescommercial communication
companiesparticipatingand the Ministry of Postal and Electrical Communica-
tions subject to suchapprovalas may be requiredby thelaws of the Union of
SovietSocialistRepublicsandthe United Statesof America.

ARTICLE V

This Agreementwill becomeeffectiveimmediatelyupon the signing thereof
on behalf of the contractingpartiesand will remain in force until its cancella-
tion by one of the contractingpartieswhich must give written notice to the
other party six months in advanceof the dateof its intention to terminatethis
Agreement.

This Agreementis drawnin two copies, eachone in the English and Riis-
sian languages,both texts havingequal force.

IN WIT~TESSWHEREOF the undersignedduly authorizedby their respective
Governementshavesigned the two copiesof this Agreementandaffixed thereto
their seals.

DONE in Moscow,this 24 day of May, 1946.

Walter Bedell SMITH A ~0PTYfflEHI~0’
For the Governmentof the For the Governmentof the
United Statesof America Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics
[SEAL] [SEAL]

1
Romanization : A Fortushenko
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