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No. 66. AGREEMENT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
EUROPEAN COAL ORGANISATION. SIGNED AT LON-
DON, ON 4 JANUARY 1946

The Governmentsof Belgium, Denmark, France, Greece, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands,Norway, Turkey, the United Kingdom of GreatBritain and
Northern Ireland and the UnitedStatesof America, beingconvincedthat,dur-
ing the presentperiod of generalshortageof coal and of certaintypes of coal-
mining supplies and equipment,effective co-ordination of the demandfor and
supplyof thesecommoditiesin Europewill continueto benecessary,haveagreed
as follows:

Article 1

ESTABLISHMENT OF A EUROPEAN COAL ORGANISATION

TheEuropeanCoal Organisation,hereinafterreferredto as the“Organisa-

tion,” is herebyformally established.

Article 2

MEMBERSHIP OF THE ORGANISATION

The membersof the Organisationshall be the Governmentson whose
behalf this Agreementis signed and those other Governmentswhich accede
to the Agreementat theinvitation of the Councilprovidedfor in Article 3.

Article 3

STRUCTURE OF THE ORGANISATION

1. The Organisationshall consist of a Council and a Full-time Staff.

2. The Council shallbe composedof representativesof the memberGov-
ernments. EachGovernmentshall appoint one representativeandmay appoint
an alternaterepresentativeandtechnicaladvisers.

3. The Council shalldrawup its own rules of procedureandmay estab-
lish such committeesor othersubordinatebodiesas may be desirable.

4. The Full-time Staff shall consist of a Chairman,who shall preside
in the Council, a Secretary-General,both appointedby the Council, andother
necessarystaff appointed by the Chairmanwith the approvalof the Council
and in accordancewith conditionsto be prescribedby the Council.
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Article 4

PURPOSE OF THE ORGANISATION

1. The purposeof the Organisationis to promotethesupplyandequitable
distribution of coal andscarceitemsQf~coal-miningsuppliesandequipmentwhile
safeguarding,as far as possible,the interestsof both producersand consumers.
With this object the Council shall keep itself constantly acquaintedwith
and, when necessarydiscussthe situation in regardto such supply and distri-
bution, disseminateinformation in regardthereto,andmake appropriaterecoin-
mendationsto the Governmentsconcernedand to any other competentauthori-
ties.

2. To these endsthe memberGovernmentsshall—

(a) provide the Organisation, at its request, with all relevant informa-
tion, in particular, information regardingproduction,imports, ex-
ports, consumption,stocks and requirementsof coal and of coal-
mining suppliesand equipment, and

(b) give their full co-operationto the Organisationin the accomplishment
of its task.

Article 5

HEADQUARTERS

The Headquartersof the Organisationshall be in London or such other
place as the Council may from time to time decide.

Article 6

RELATIONS WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS, AUTHORITIES AND AGENCIES

1. The Organisationmayestablishrelationswith nationalandinternational
organisations,authoritiesand agencies.

2. After the establishmentof the Economic and Social Council of the
United Nations, the Organisationshall communicatewith that Council with
the view of determiningwhat relationshipshould be createdbetween it and
the Council and, in particular, whether its functions can andshould be taken
over by the Council.

Article 7

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

The Council shall considerand approvea budgetcoveringthe necessary
administrative expensesof the Organisation. Administrative expensesshall be
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apportionedbetweenandborne by the memberGovernmentsin a mannerto
be determinedby the Council. EachmemberGovernmentundertakes,subject
to the requirementsof its constitutionalprocedure,to contributeto the Organi-
sationpromptly its share of theadministrativeexpensessodetermined.

Article 8

PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

1. The Organisationshall enjoy in the territoriesof the memberGovern-
mentssuch privileges and immunities as are necessaryfor the fulfilment of its
purpose.

2. Representativesof the memberGovernmentsandofficials of the Organi-
sationshall likewise enjoy in thoseterritoriessuch privileges and immunities as
arenecessaryfor the independentexerciseof their functions.

Article 9

DEFINITIONS

For the purposesof this Agreement:

The word “coal” shall mean all coal (whether anthracite,bituminous
brown coal, lignite or otherspecies),coke (whether producedat gas works or
coke ovens), briquettes or other manufacturedsolid fuel and pitch for use

in the manufactureof solid fuel.

The expression“coal-mining supplies and equipment” shall mean such
articles, including machineryand parts thereof, as are used in the production
andtreatmentof coal.

Article 10

ENTRY INTO FORCE AND DURATION OF THE AGREEMENT

This Agreement,which is drawn up in French and English, both texts

being equally authoritative, shall enterinto force on the 1st January, 1946,
for an initial period of oneyear. ThememberGovernments(or someof them)
may prolong its operation for such further period as they may determine.
On or after the 1st October, 1946, any memberGovernmentmay give in writ-
ing to the Governmentof the United Kingdom notice of withdrawal from the
Organisationand the Agreementshall terminatein respectof any Government
by whom such notice hasbeengiven threemonthsafter the date of thereceipt
of the notice by the Governmentof the UnitedKingdom.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,duly authorisedby their respeè-
tive Governments,havesignedthe presentAgreement.

DONE in Londonon the 4th January,1946, in a single copy which shall
be depositedwith the Governmentof the United Kingdom and of which certi-
fied copies shall be communicatedto all signatoriesor acceding Governments.

For the Governmentof Belgium:
M. T. BUYSE

For the Governmentof Denmark:
Anthon VESTBIRK

For the Governmentof France:
GUERONIK

For the Governmentof Greece:
J. ROMANOS

For the Governmentof Luxembourg:
Leo A. CLASEN

For the Governmentof the Netherlands:
J. LOOMAN

For the Governmentof Norway:
JohanMELANDER

Forthe Governmentof Turkey:

CemalSait BARK

For the Governmentof the United Kingdom
J. Eaton GRIFFITH

For the Governmentof the United States:
ThomasC. BLAISDELL, Jr..
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