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No. 73. EXCHANGE OF NOTES BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY’S
GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
CONCERNING THE FREE IMPORTATION OF GOODS
INTO THE LEASED BASESIN BERMUDA, IN THE CARIB-
BEAN AND IN BRITISH GUIANA. WASHINGTON, 18
JANUARY AND 21 FEBRUARY 1946

No.1

TheEarl of Halifax to Mr. DeanAcheson

British Embassy

Washington,18thJanuary,1946
Sir,

I havethe honour to inform your Excellencythat the Governmentof the
United Kingdom hasagreedto the following understandingin respectof para-
graph (1) (d) of Article XIV of the Agreementfor the Use and Operationof
Certain Bases,which was concludedbetweenthe Governmentsof the United
Statesand of the United Kingdom at London on the 27th March, l94l,~in so
far as that Agreementrelates to basesin Bermuda, in the Caribbeanand in
British Guiana:—

(a) By arrangementwith theUnitedStatesauthorities,the Colonialauthori-
ties will be shown and haveexplainedto them the administrative
measurestakento preventthç unauthorisedresaleof goodssoldunder
Article XIV (1) (c) andotherprecautionstakento preventabuseof
customsprivileges grantedunder that Article.

(b) The United Statesauthoritieg will undertaketo ensurethat free im-
portation is strictly limited to goodscoveredby the above-mentioned
Agreementandsubsequentcorrespondenceand, in particular, that
goods outside the interpretationgiven by the Governmentof the
United Kingdom to Article XIV (1) (4) but within that given
to it by the Governmentof the United States (~onsumablegoods
andgoodsacquiredafterfirst arrival) and presentsarenot admitted
free of duty unlessthey comply with the conditionsalreadyagreed,

1Leagucof Nations,TreatySeries,Vol. CCIV, page15.



140 United Nations— Treaty Series 1947

i.e., they must be (i) of United Statesorigin, if the Colonial Gov-
ernmentso requires, (ii) imported by (or presentsfor) United
Statespersonneldescribedin Article XIV (1) (c), and (iii) im-
ported for the personaluse of the recipient.

(c) This understandingandthesearrangementsaresubjectto andwithout
prejudice to reconsiderationof the questionab initio in duecourse.

(d) It is, of course,also understoodthat the United Stateswill continue
to do all in their power to preventany abuseof customsprivileges
andthat United Statesauthoritieswill co-operatewith the Colonial
authoritiesto this endat every level bothin preventionand in inves-
tigation of caseswhere thereis evidenceof leakage.

2. If the Governmentof the United Statesagreesto this understanding,I
would suggestthat the presentnote andyour Excellency’sreply to thateffect be
regardedas placing it on record.

I have, &c. (Signed) HALIFAX

No.2

Mr. JamesF. Byrnes to the Earl of Halifax

Departmentof State
Washington,21st February,1946

Excellency,

I havethe honor to acknowledgereceipt of your Excellency’snote of the
18th January,1946, stating that the Governmentof the United Kingdom has
agreedto the following understandingin respectof paragraph(1) (d) of Article
XIV of the Agreementfor the Useand Operationof Certain Bases,which was
concludedbetweenthe Governmentsof the United Statesand of the United
Kingdom at London on the 27th March, 1941, in so far as that Agreement
relatesto basesin Betmuda,in the Caribbeanand in British Guiana:

[Here follows text of Note No. 1]
In reply I havethehonorto inform your Excellencythat the Government

‘of the United Statesagreeswith the aboveunderstandingandthat your Excel-
lency’snote andthis replywifi beregardedas placing it on record.

‘Accept, &c. .(Signed) JamesF. BYRNES

No. 73


