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No. 185. EXCHANGE OF NOTES1 CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE NETHERLANDS RELATING TO
COMMERCIAL POLICY. WASHINGTON, 21 NOVEMBER
1946

I

TheActing Secretaryof State to the NetherlandsAmbassador

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington,Nov. 21, 1946
Excellency:

I havethe honor to make the following statementof the understanding
reachedduring the discussionsconcerningthe “Proposalsfor Expansionof World
Trade and Employment”, transmittedto the NetherlandsGovernmentby the
Governmentof the United Statesof America, and the generalinternational
conferenceon tradeandemploymentcontemplatedby thoseProposals.

Pendingthe conclusionof the negotiationsat this conference,theNether-
landsGovernmentandthe Governmentof the UnitedStatesof Americadeclare
it to be their policy to abstain from adoptingnew measureswhich would
prejudicethe objectivesof the conference. In this connectionyour Government
has indicatedthat it may needto adoptspecialmeasuresfor the Netherlands
and for the NetherlandsIndies in view of the extraordinaryconditionsconse-
quentupon the terminationof thewar. My Governmentrecognizesthat it may
benecessaryfor theNetherlandsGovernmentto takecertainemergencymeasures
during the post-war transitional period, and in fact has provided for such
measuresin the aforementionedProposals.Any suchemergencymeasureswould
not, of course,prejudicethe objectivesof theconference.It is understood,more-
over, that modificationsin the Netherlandscustomstariff, on the basis of the
CustomsAgreementof September5, 1944 betweenthe Governmentsof the
Netherlands,BelgiumandLuxembourg,wouldnot be considerednew measures,
sincea result of this customsagreementwill be that the generallevel of tariff
ratesfox~the threecountriesas a wholewill not be raised. Our two Govern-
mentsshallaffordeachotheran adequateopportunityfor consultationregarding
proposedmeasuresfalling within the scopeof this paragraph.

~ Cameinto force on 21 November1946 by the exchangeof the said notes.
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I have the honor to suggestthat this noteand Your Excellency’s reply
confirmingthe foregoingshallberegardedas constitutingan agreementbetween
our two Governmentsconcerningthis matter.

Accept,Excellency,the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

Dean ACHESON
Acting Secretaryof State

His ExcellencyDr. A. Loudon
Ambassadorof the Netherlands

II

The NetherlandsAmbassadorto the Acting Secretaryof State

NETHERLANDS EMBASSY

Washington,D.C., November21, 1946

Sir:

I have the honorto acknowledgethe receiptof your note of today’s date
in regardto the understandingreachedduring the recentdiscussionsconcerning
the proposedgeneralinternationalconferenceon tradeand employment,and
herebyconfirm your statementof the understandingreachedas thereinsetout.

Accept,Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

A. LOUDON

The HonorableDeanAcheson
Acting Secretaryof State
Washington,D.C.
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