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No. 247. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
CONCERNING A FISHERY REHABILITATION AND DE-
VELOPMENT PROGRAMMEAND A FISHERY TRAINING
PROGRAMME. SIGNED AT MANILA, ON 14 MARCH 1947

WHEREAS, the Governmentof the United Stateshas enactedPublic Law
No. 370, 79th Congress,approvedApril 30, 1946,2 known as the Philippine
RehabilitationAct of 1946,whereofSection 309, entitled “Philippine Fisheries,”
provides:

Sec. 309. (a) The Fish and Wildlife Serviceof the Departmentof
the Interior is authorizedto cooperatewith the Governmentof the Philip-
pines,andwith otherappropriateagenciesor organizations,in the rehabili-
tation anddevelopmentof the fishing industry, andin the investigationand
conservationof the fishery resourcesof the Philippinesand adjacentwaters.

(b) To accomplishsuchpurposesthe Fish and Wildlife Serviceshall
conductoceanographic,biological, fish cultural, technological,engineering
statistical, economic,and marketdevelopmentstudiesand demonstrations
and fishery explorations,and in conjunction therewithmay establishand
maintain a vocationalschool or schools of fisheriesin the Philippines for
the purposeof providingpractical instructionand training in the fisheries;
and may, at any time prior to July 1, 1950, provide one year of training
to not more than onehundredand twenty-five Filipinos, to be designated
by the Presidentof thePhilippinessubjectto theprovisionsof section311(c),
in methodsof deep-seafishing and in other techniquesnecessaryto the
developmentof fisheries.

(c) The Fish andWildlife Serviceis authorizedto acquire,construct,
maintain, equip, and operate such researchand experimental stations,
schools, researchand exploratory fishing vessels,or any other facilities in

Came into force on 14 March 1947, as from the date of signature, in accordancewith
article XIV.

‘United States,60 Stat. 128.
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the Philippines that may be necessaryto carry out the purposesof this

section.

(d) The United States Maritime Commission is authorized, upon
recommendationof theFish andWildlife Serviceof the Departmentof the
Interior, to makearrangementsfor the transferby sale or charterof small
vessels,consideredby the United StatesMaritime Commissionto be satis-
factory for the purpose,to be used in the establishmentandcontinuance
of a fishing industryto be operatedin or nearthe Philippines. Suchtransfers
may bemadeon suchtermsandconditions, includingtransferfor anominal
consideration,as the United StatesMaritime Commissionmay approve,but
only if, in the opinion of the Fish and Wildlife Service,suchsmall vessels
so to be usedfor Philippine Island fishing are not neededby the fishing
industry of the United States,its Territories,and possessions;and

WHEREAS, the Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines is desirous
of availing itself of the benefits, facilities and serviceswhich are authorizedby
the above-quotedSection 309 of the said Public Law No. 370, 79th Congress;

THEREFORE, the Governmentof the United Statesof America and the
Governmentof the Republicof the Philippines havedecided to concludean
agreementfor the foregoingpurposesand haveagreedmutually as follows:

Article I

The responsibleagentof the Governmentof the United Statesof America
for effectuatingthe provisions of this Agreementshall be the Director of the
Fish andWildlife Serviceof the United StatesDepartmentof the Interior, here-
inafter called the Director. The Director may delegateto a duly authorized
representativeall or any part of his authority and responsibilityfor effectuating
the provisionsof this Agreement. The duties, functions, and powers exercised
in the Republic of the Philippines under the terms of this Agreementby the
Directoror his duly authorizedrepresentativeshall be underthe generalsuper-
vision of the Ambassadorof the United Statesof America accreditedto the
Governmentof the Republicof the Philippines,or, in the absenceof the Ambas-
sador,of the Chargéd’Affaires ad interim of the United Statesof America.

Article II

Theresponsibleagentof theGovernmentof the Republicof the Philippines
for effectuatingthe provisionsof this Agreementshallbe the Chief of the Bureau
of Fisheriesof theDepartmentof Agriculture and Commerce,hereinaftercalled
theChief. The Chief may delegateto a duly authorizedrepresentativeall or any
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part of his authority and responsibility for effectuatingthe provisions of this
Agreement. The Chief, or his authorizedrepresentative,shall cooperatewith
•the Director, or the authorizedrepresentativeof the Director, in planning the
programsof wqrk to beconductedpursuantto thisAgreementandin effectuating
closecooperationand integrationwith the programs,functionsandresponsibilities
of the Bureauof Fisheriesof the Departmentof Agriculture and Commerceof
the Governmentof the Philippines. The Director, or his authorizedrepresenta-
tive, maynegotiateandconcludewith the Chief, or the authorizedrepresentative
of the Chief, anyworking agreementnecessaryto the carrying out of this Agree-
ment. -

Article III

The fishery rehabilitation, improvementand developmentprogram to be
conductedpursuantto this Agreementshall comprise such of the following
itemsas maybe determinedfrom time to time by the Director, or hisrepresenta-
tive, and the Chief, or his representative:(a) Oceanographyof the waters in
which fisheriesare conductedor may be developedto determinethe nature of
physical factors such as currents, salinity, temperature,plankton abundance,
et cetera,affectingsuch fisheries,which will be correlatedwith (b) studiesof the
kinds, abundance,distribution, seasonalandperiodic migration, life history and
ecologyof thevariousspeciesthatcomprisethe fisheryresources,andthemanage-
ment on asustainedyield basis,which studieare fundamentalto (c) exploratory
fishing to determinethe commercialpracticability of conductingoperationsin
variousareas;theoptimumtypesof gearsuitablefor exploitationof the resources
in such areas;and modifications or improvementsin existing fishing practices
in order to providefor betterutilization of the resources.As an adjunctto the
foregoing therealso may be conducted (d) studiesof handling,dressing,and
storing catches on shipboardand at shore fishery establishmentsin order to
improve the quality of the product, to preventwaste,and to promoteefficiency
of operations; (e) experimentsin the freezing, smoking,salting, canning, and
other processingof fishery products to promote efficiency and quality of the
product as well as to devisemethodsthat are the mosteconomicalandefficient;
(f) studiesandpilot-plant experimentsin the preparationof fisheryby-products
such as industrial and vitamin oils, fish meal, glue, pearl essence,hides for
leather, andother items, so as to utilize species,portionsof the catch,and offal,
that cannot be utilized for human food; (g) studiesof the managementof
brackish and fresh water fish ponds, with a view toward promoting greater
production and efficiency through fertilization, the introduction of sanitary
measuresand control of parasitesand diseases;(h) the collection, analysis,and
disseminationof current and annualstatisticson fisheryproduction as business
indices and as an aid in biological assessmentof the condition of the fishery
stocks and fluctuations in abundance; (i) economicstudiesof employment,
production, distribution, and marketing including cost analysesand business
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consultantservicesandall segmentsof the fishing industry to aid in its develop-
ment and promote its efficiency; (j) studiesof distribution and marketingof
fishery productsin order that suppliesmaybe divertedto deficiencyareas,thus
avoidingthe unprofitableandwastefulaccumulationof surplusesin otherareas;
and (k) efforts to provide such aids as the industry mayrequire in acquiring
equipmentand facilities.

Article IV

The Governmentof theRepublicof the Philippinesagreesto provide free
of costto the Governmentof the UnitedStatesof Americasuchlands,rights-of-
way andeasementsas maybe necessaryfor carryingout the termsof this Agree-
ment. Furthermore,the Governmentof the Republicof the Philippines shall
furnish suchequipment,facilities andqualified personnelnecessaryto carry out
the purposesof this Agreementas may be availableto the Governmentof the
Republic of the Philippines. The Fish and Wildlife Serviceof the United States
Departmentof the Interior is authorizedto acceptandutilize for the performance
of the terms of this Agreementcontributionsof labor, materials,equipmentand
moneyfrom the Governmentof the Republicof the Philippinesandits political
subdivisions.

Article V

The Fish and Wildlife Service of the United States Departmentof the
Interior shall provide training during the period of this Agreementfor not to
exceedonehundredandtwenty-five citizensof the Republicof the Philippinesin
methodsof deep-seafishing andothertechniquesnecessaryto the development
of the fisheries. The Fish andWildlife Serviceof the UnitedStatesDepartment
of the Interior shall providefor the paymentof all expensesincidentalto such
training, including,but not necessarilylimited to, actual transportationexpenses
to andfrom andin theUnitedStatesof America,allowancesfor tuition, educa-
tional fees andsubsistence.

In accordancewith the procedureset forth in Section 311 (c) of the said
Public Law No. 370, 79thCongress,the Presidentof theRepublicshalldesignate
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traineesselectedin accordancewith proceduresandstandardsestablishedby the
Director, and the Governmentof the Republic of the Philippinesshall furnish
to the United StatesEmbassyat Manila the namesand necessarysupporting
documentsof traineesso designated.

Article VI

The Fish and Wildlife Service of the United StatesDepartmentof the
Interior mayconstructafishery researchlaboratoryin the Republicof thePhilip-
pinesat suchplaceandin accordancewith suchspecificationsas maybe agreed
uponpursuantto Article II of thisAgreement.

Article VII

Vesselsownedby the Governmentof the UnitedStatesof America (includ-
ing small boats)operatedby the FishandWildlife Serviceof the UnitedStates
Departmentof the Interior as part of the programcarriedout pursuantto this
Agreementshall be permitted to move freely in the territorial waters of the
Republic of the Philippines, to enter and sail from the several ports with or
without pilots and without the necessityof formal entranceor clearancethat
may ordinarily be requiredof commercialand othervesselsand to establishor
utilize suchmeansof communicationsbetweensuchvesselsandshorefacilities as
may be necessaryto the effective administrationof the programscontemplated
by this Agreement. Quarantineproceduresand inspectionsshall be required
only at the first Philippine port of call on original entry.

Vesselsof the Government- of the United Statesof America usedin the
fisheryprogram(including small boats),their equipment,tackle, andappurten-
ancesshallbe immunefrom seizureunderAdmiralty or otherlegal process.

Vesselsownedby the Governmentof the United Statesof America (includ-
ing small boats) used in the fishery programshall be exemptfrom all require-
mentsof the Governmentof theRepublicof the Philippinesrelatingto inspection,
registry, manningor licensing of vesselsor marinepersonnel.

Where suitablepublic wharvesor facilities for moorageare available,such
vesselsshallbe furnishedwharfageor mooragewithout cost.

Article VIII

The Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines will cooperatewith
the Fish andWildlife Serviceof the United StatesDepartmentof the Interior
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in providing suchtemporaryor permanentoffice, laboratory,or other spaceas
may be requiredandshall renderall practicableassistancein securinghousing
accommodations,at reasonablerentalrates,for personnelof the Fish and Wild-
life Serviceof the United StatesDepartmentof the Interior who are engaged
in effectuatingthis program, andtheir families.

Article IX

The Governmentof the Republic of the Philippineswill saveharmlessall
officers and employeesof the Fish and Wildlife Service of the United States
Department of the Interior who are citizens of the United States from
damagesuits or other civil actions arising out of their performanceof their
dutiesunderthis Agreement.

Article X

Officers, employeesand agentsof the Governmentof the United Statesof
Americawho arecitizensof the UnitedStatesandwho areon duty or who may
be assignedto duty in the Republic of the Philippines under the provisionsof
the presentAgreement,andtheir families shallbe permittedto move freely into
andout of the Republic of the Philippines,subjectto existingvisa and passport
regulations.Gratis transit shall be extendedto all officers, employees,or agents
of the Fish andWildlife Serviceoverall bridges,ferries, roadsandotherfacilities
of the highwayswheretolls are collectedfor passageof vehiclesor occupants.

Article XI

Pendingthe conclusionof negotiationsnow beingconsideredby the United
Statesof America andthe Republic of the Philippines,no import, excise,con-
sumption, or other tax, duty or impost shall be levied on funds or property
in the Republic of the Philippines which is owned by the Fish and Wildlife
Serviceof the United StatesDepartmentof the Interior and usedfor purposes
under the presentAgreementor on funds, materials, supplies, and equipment
imported into the Republic of the Philippines for use in connectionwith such
purposes;nor shallany suchtax, duty or impostbe levied on personalfunds or
property,not intendedfor resale,imported into the Republicof the Philippines
for the use or consumptionof Fish and Wildlife Service personnelwho are
United Statescitizens; nor shallany export or other tax be placed on any such
funds or property, including United StatesGovernmentproperty in the event
of its removalfrom the Republicof the Philippines.
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Article XII

Each Governmentreservesthe right to remove any personnelpaid by it
and involved in carrying out the provisionsof this Agreementwith the under-
standingthat eachGovernmentshall maintain an adequateforce to carry out
the provisions and requirementsof this Agreementso long as the Agreement
is in effect.

Article XIII

All commitmentsmadein this Agreementon the part of the Government
of the UnitedStatésofAmericashallbesubjectto theavailabilityof appropriated
fundsby the Governmentof the UnitedStatesof America.

Article XIV

This Agreementshall becomeeffective on the date of its signature,and
shall continuein effect until completelyexecutedon both sides,but in no event
later than June 30, 1950; provided, however, that this Agreementmay be
revised, amended,or changedin whole or in part with the approvalof both
partiesas indicatedand effectedby an exchangeof notesbetweenthe two con-
tracting parties; andprovided further, that either Governmentmay terminate
thisAgreementby giving to the otherpartyninety daysnoticein writing through
diplomaticchannels.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Undersigned,duly authorized thereto, have
signed the presentAgreement in duplicate at Manila this fourteenth day of
March, 1947.

For the Governmentof the United Statesof America:

- PaulV. McNurr
AmbassadorExtraordinaryandPlenipoten-
tiary of the UnitedStatesof Americato the

- Republicof the Philippines

For theGovernmentof theRepublicof the Philippines:

Mariano GARCHITORENA

Secretaryof Agriculture and Commerce
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