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No. 285. EXCHANGE OF NOTES1BETWEEN THE GOVERN-
MENT OF NEW ZEALAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
CZECHOSLOVAKIA CONCERNING THE RELEASE OF
MONETARY ASSETS IN NEW ZEALAND AND CZECHO-
SLOVAKIA. WELLINGTON, 7 NOVEMBER 1946;SYDNEY,
30 JULY 1947, AND WELLINGTON, 8 AUGUST 1947

I

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

WELLINGTON

7 November1946

Sir,

I havethe honour to refer to previouscorrespondenceon the questionof
moneysheld in New Zealandby the Custodianof Enemy Propertyunder the
provisions of the Enemy PropertyEmergencyRegulationswhich are owing to
Czechoslovakpersons,and also in connectionwith amountsclaimed by New
Zealandpersonsfrom Czechoslovakians.Lists of suchmoneys andparticulars
of such claims as at 31 March 1946 have alreadybeensupplied to you.

I now havethe honour to inform you that the New ZealandGovernment
would be preparedto ac-ceptthe following arrangementsfor the releaseof the
monetaryassetsin question:—

(1) The New ZealandGovernmentundertakesthat all monetaryassetsin
New Zealandbelonging to Czechoslovakpersonswill be at their free
disposal, subject to the exchangeregulationsfor the time being in
force in New Zealand, for transfer via London within the terms of
the United Kingdom-CzechoslovakiaMonetaryAgreementsigned in
Londonon 1 November19452, on theunderstandingthat the Govern-
ment of the CzechoslovakRepublic undertakesthe sameobligation,

‘Came into force on 25 November 1947, upon the ratification by the Presidentof the
CzechoslovakRepublic.

‘United Nations, Treaty Series,Volume 5, page 15.
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subject to any exchangeregulationsfor the time being in force in
Czechoslovakia,with regard to monetary assetsiii Czechoslovakia
belongingto New Zealandpersonsand concerns.

(2) The Governmentof Czechoslovakiarecognises that Czechoslovak
personswho are debtorsto New Zealandpersonsremainliable to their
creditors until the debts are fully dischargedin accordancewith the
termsof the appropriatecontracts. In this connectionthe Government
of Czechoslovakiawill assist New Zealand creditors to trace and
identify their debtorsand facilitate the enforcementof the claims of
the creditorsagainstthe original debtors,their heirs or successors.

If the arrangementsas proposedabove meet with the approvalof your
Government,it is suggestedthat this letter, togetherwith your reply informing
me to this effect, shall constitutea formal agreementbetweenour two Govern-
ments, taking effect from the date of your reply.

1 havethe honour to be, Sir, your obedientservant,

(Signed)FossSHANAHAN

Acting Secretaryof ExternalAffairs
Dr. JosefNemecek
CzechoslovakConsul-General
Box 36448, G.P.O.
Sydney,New SouthWales

II

CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLIC

SYDNEY
2034/47

July 30th, 1947
TheSecretaryof ExternalAffairs,

Departmentof External Affairs,
Wellington, N.Z.

Sir, ~

I have the honor to advise you of the receipt of instructionsfrom my
Governmentto deliver to the New ZealandGovernmentthe following com-
munication:

No. 285
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The Governmentof the CzechoslovakRepublic has the honor of
acknowledging the receipt of the communication of the New Zealand
Governmentdated November 7, 1946 proposingto acceptthe following
arrangementsfor the releaseof moneysheld in New Zealandby the Cus-
todian of Enemy Propertyunder the provisions of the Enemy Property
EmergencyRegulationswhich are owing to Czechoslovakpersonsan4 also
in connectionwith amountsclaimedby NewZealandpersonsfrom Czecho-
slovakians. It is agreed that the following Agreement betweenthe two
Governmentsfor the releaseof the monetary assetsin questionwill be
concluded:

[SeenoteI]

Dr. EduardBenes,Presidentof the CzechoslovakRepublic appointedand
constitutedme as his Plenipotentiaryandvestedme with Full Power to conclude
and sign the afore-saidagreement. In testimonywhereof I am enclosing the
copy of the full powersigned by the Presidentand countersignedby Mr. Jan
Masaryk, Minister of Foreign Affairs. -

I havethe honor to be, Sir, your obedientservant,

(Signed) Dr. JosefNEMECEK

Consul General
Enclosure:1

III

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

WELLINGTON

8 August 1947
Sir,

I havethe honour to acknowledgethe receipt of your communicationdated
30 July, in connectionwith the releaseof monetaryassetsheld in New Zealand
by the Custodianof EnemyProperty, togetherwith the Full Powerauthorising
your signaturethereto.

It is confirmed that your communicationunder referenceand that of this
Departmentdated7 November, 1946, constitutea formal Agreementbetween
the Governmentsof Czechoslovakiaand New Zealand,which will comeinta

No. 285
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effecton theratification of theAgreementby the Governmentof Czechoslovakia.
I will be pleasedto receive advice of the date on which ratification of the
Agreementwas approved.

I havethe honour to be, Sir, your obedientservant,

(Signed) A. D. MCINTOSH

Secretaryof ExternalAffairs
Dr. JosefNemecek
Consul Generalfor Czechoslovakia
Gb Hotel Waterloo
Wellington, C.1

No. 28$


