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No. 115. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS
AND THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION.
APPROVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
UNITED NATIONS ON 15 NOVEMBER 1947 AND BY THE
WORLD HEALTHASSEMBLY ON 10 JULY 1948

PREAMBLE

Article 57 of the Charterof the United Nationsprovidesthat specialized
agenciesestablishedby inter-governmentalagreementand having wide inter-
nationalresponsibilitiesas defined in their basicinstrumentsin economic,social,
cultural, educational,health and related fields shallbe brought into relationship
with the United Nations.

Article 69 of the Constitutionof the World Health Organizationprovides
that the Organizationshallbe broughtinto relation with the United Nations as
one of the specializedagenciesreferredto in Article 57 of the Charter.

Therefore,the United Nations and the World Health Organizationagree
as follows:

Article I

The United Nations recognizesthe World Health Organization as the
specialized agency responsiblefor taking such action as may be appropriate
underits Constitutionfor the accomplishmentof theobjectivesset forth therein.

Article II

RECIPROCAL REPRESENTATION

1. Representativesof the United Nations shall be invited to attend the
meetings of the World Health Assembly and its committees, the Executive
Board,andsuchgeneral,regionalor otherspecialmeetingsas the Organization
may convene,and to participate, without vote, in the deliberationsof these
bodies.

Cameinto force on 10 July 1948, in accordancewith article XXII, having beenapproved
by the GeneralAssembly of the United Nationson 15 November1947 (resolution 124 (II))
and by the World Health Assembly on 10 July 1948.
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2. Representativesof the World Health Organizationshall be invited to
attendmeetingsof the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations
(hereinaftercalled the Council) and of its commissionsand committees,andto
participate, without vote, in the deliberationsof thesebodies with respectto
items on their agendarelatingto healthmatters.

3. Representativesof the World Health Organizationshall be invited to
attendmeetingsof the GeneralAssemblyfor purposesof consultationon matters
within thescopeof its competence.

4. Representativesof the World Health Organizationshall be invited to
attend meetings of the main committees of the General Assembly when
matterswithin the scopeof its competenceareunder discussion,and to partici-
pate,without vote, in suchdiscussions.

5. Representativesof the World Health Organizationshallbe invited to
attendthe meetingsof the TrusteeshipCouncil, andto participate,without vote,
in the deliberationsthereof with respectto items on the agendarelating to
matterswithin the competenceof the World Health Organization.

6. Written statementsof the World Health Organizationshall be dis-
tributedby theSecretariatof theUnitedNationsto all membersof the General
Assembly, the Council and its commissions,and the TrusteeshipCouncil, as
appropriate. Similarly, written statementspresentedby the United Nations
shall be distributedby the World Health Organizationto all membersof the
World HealthAssembly or the ExecutiveBoard, as appropriate.

Article III

PROPOSALOF AGENDA ITEMS

Subject to such preliminary consultationas may be necessary,the World
Health Organizationshall include in the agendaof the Health Assembly or
ExecutiveBoard, as appropriate,items proposedto it by the United Nations.
Similarly, the Council and its commissionsand the TrusteeshipCouncil shall
include in their agendaitems proposedby the World Health Organization.

Article IV

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS

1. The World Health Organization,having regard to the obligation of
the United Nations to promotethe objectivesset forth in Article 55 of the
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Charter, and the function andpower of the Council, under Article 62 of the
Charter, to make or initiate studiesand reports with respectto international
economic,social, cultural, educational,healthandrelatedmattersand to make
recommendationsconcerningthesemattersto the specializedagenciesconcerned,
and having regard also to the responsibility of the United Nations, under
Articles 58 and63 of the Charter,to makerecommendationsfor the co-ordina-
tion of the policies andactivitiesof suchspecializedagencies,agreesto arrange
for the submission,as soon as possible,to the HealthAssembly, the Executive
Eoard or such other organ of the World Health Organization as may be
appropriate, of all formal recommendationswhich the United Nations may
maketo it.

2. The World Health Organizationagreesto enterinto consultationwith
the United Nationsupon requestwith respectto suchrecommendations,and in
due courseto report to the UnitedNations on the actiontakenby the Organiza-
tion or by its membersto give effect to suchrecommendations,or on the other
resultsof their consideration.

3. The World Health Organizationaffirms its intention of co-operatingin
whatever further measuresmay be necessaryto make co-ordination of the
activities of specializedagenciesand thoseof the UnitedNations fully effective.
In particular, it agreesto participate in and to co-operatewith any body or
bodies which the Council may establishfor the purposeof facilitating such
co-ordination, and to furnish such information as may be required for the
carrying out of this purpose.

Article V

EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS

1. Subjectto sucharrangementsas maybe necessaryfor the safeguarding
of confidentialmaterial,the fullest andpromptestexchangeof informationand
documentsshall be madebetweenthe United Nations and the World Health
Organization.

2. Without prejudiceto the generalityof the provisions of paragraph1:

(a) The World Health Organization agrees to transmit to the United
Nationsregular reportson theactivities of the Organization;

(b) The World Health Organizationagreesto comply to the fullest extent
practicable with any request which the United Nations may make for the
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furnishing of specialreports, studiesor information, subject to the conditions
set forth in article XVI;

(c) The Secretary-Generalshall, upon request,transmit to the Director-
Generalof the World HealthOrganizationsuchinformation,documentsor other
material as may from time to time be agreedbetweenthem.

Article VI

PUBLIC INFORMATION

Having regard to the functions of the World Health Organization, as
definedin article 2, paragraphs(q) and (r), of its Constitution, to provide
informationin thefield of healthand to assistin developingan informedpublic
opinionamongall peopleson mattersof health, andwith a view to furthering
co-operationand developingjoint servicesin the field of public information
betweenthe Organizationand the United Nations,a subsidiaryagreementon
such mattersshall be concludedas soonas possibleafter the coming into force
of the presentagreement.

Article VII

ASSISTANCE TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL

The World Health Organizationagreesto co-operatewith the Council in
furnishing such informationand renderingsuch assistancefor the maintenance
or restorationof internationalpeaceandsecurityas the Security Councilmay
request.

Article VIII

ASSISTANCE TO THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL

The World Health Organizationagreesto co-operatewith the Trusteeship
Council in the carrying out of its functionsand in particular agreesthatit will,
to the greatestextentpossible,rendersuchassistanceas theTrusteeshipCouncil
may requestin regard to matterswith which the Organizationis concerned.

Article IX

NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES

The World Health Organizationagrees to co-operatewith the United
Nationsin giving effectto the principlesandobligationssetforth in ChapterXI
of the Charterwith regardto mattersaffecting the well-beinganddevelopment
of the peoplesof Non-Self-GoverningTerritories.
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Article X

RELATIONS WITH THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE

1. TheWorld HealthOrganizationagreesto furnishanyinformationwhich
mayberequestedby the InternationalCourt of Justicein pursuanceof Article 34
of the Statuteof the Court.

2. The GeneralAssembly authorizesthe World Health Organizationto
requestadvisoryopinionsof the InternationalCourt of Justiceon legal questions
arising within the scopeof its competenceother than questionsconcerningthe
mutual relationships of the Organizationand the United Nations or other
specializedagencies.

3. Suchrequestmaybe addressedto the Court by the HealthAssemblyor
by the ExecutiveBoard acting in pursuanceof an authorizationby the Health
Assembly.

4. When requestingthe InternationalCourt of Justiceto give an advisory
opinion, the World Health Organizationshall inform the Economicand Social
Council of the request.

Article XI

HEADQUARTERS AND REGIONAL OFFICES

1. The World Health Organizationagreesto consult with the United
Nations before making any decision concerningthe location of its permanent
headquarters.

2. Any regional or branchoffices which the World Health Organization
may establish shall, so far as is practicable, be closely associatedwith such
regional or branchoffices as the United Nations mayestablish.

Article XII

PERSONNEL ARRANGEMENTS

1. The UnitedNationsandthe World HealthOrganizationrecognizethat
theeventualdevelopmentof asingleunified internationalcivil serviceis desirable
from the standpointof effective administrativeco-ordination,andwith this end
in view agreeto develop,as far as is practicable,common personnelstandards,
methodsandarrangementsdesignedto avoid seriousdiscrepanciesin termsand
conditions of employment, to avoid competitionin recruitment of personnel,
andto facilitateinterchangeof personnelin orderto obtainthe maximumbenefit
from their services.
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2. The United Nations and the World Health Organizationagree to
co-operateto thefullest extentpossiblein achievingtheseendsandin particular
they agreeto:

(a) Consulttogetherconcerningthe establishmentof an internationalcivil
service commission to advise on the meansby which common standardsof
recruitmentin the secretariatsof the United Nations and of the specialized
agenciesmaybe ensured;

(b) Consulttogetherconcerningothermattersrelatingto the employment
of their officers and staff, including conditionsof service, durationof appoint-
ments,classification,salaryscalesandallowances,retirementandpensionrights
and staff regulationsand rules with a view to securingas much uniformity in
thesemattersas shallbe found practicable;

(c) Co-operatein the interchangeof personnelwhen desirableon a tem-
porary or permanentbasis,making due provision for the retentionof seniority
andpensionrights;

(d) Co-operatein the establishmentandoperationof suitable machinery
for the settlementof disputes arising in connexion with the employmentof
personneland relatedmatters.

ArticleXIII

STATISTICAL SERVICES

1. The United Nations and the World Health Organizationagree to
strive for maximumco-operation,the elimination of all undesirableduplication
betweenthem, and the most efficient use of their technicalpersonnelin their
respectivecollection,analysis,publicationanddisseminationof statisticalinforma-
tion. Theyagreeto combinetheir efforts to securethe greatestpossibleusefulness
and utilization of statisticalinformation and to minimize the burdensplaced
uponnationalGovernmentsandotherorganizationsfrom which suchinformation
may be collected.

2. The World Health Organizationrecognizesthe United Nations as the
central agency for the collection, analysis, publication, standardization,dis-
seminationand improvementof statisticsservingthe generalpurposesof inter-
nationalorganizations.
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3. The UnitedNations recognizesthe World Health Organizationas the
appropriateagencyfor the collection, analysis,publication, standardization,dis-
semination and improvementof statistics within its special sphere,without
prejudiceto the right of the UnitedNationsto concernitself with suchstatistics
so far as they may be essentialfor its own purposeor for the improvementof
statisticsthroughoutthe world.

4. The UnitedNationsshall, in consultationwith the specializedagencies,
develop administrative instruments and proceduresthrough which effective
statistical co-operationmay be securedbetweenthe United Nations and the
agenciesbrought into relationshipwith it.

5. It is recognizedas desirablethat the collection of statisticalinformation
shouldnotbe duplicatedby the United Nations or any of the specializedagencies
wheneverit is practicablefor any of them to utilize information or materials
which anothermay haveavailable.

6. In order to build up a central collection of statistical information for
generaluse, it is agreedthat datasuppliedto the World HealthOrganizationfor
incorporationin its basicstatisticalseriesor specialreportsshould, so far as is
practicable,be madeavailableto the United Nations.

Article XIV

ADMINISTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL SERVICES

1. The United Nations andthe World Health Organizationrecognizethe
desirability, in the interestof administrativeandtechnicaluniformity andof the
most efficient use of personneland resources,of avoiding, wheneverpossible,
the establishmentand operation of competitive or overlappingfacilities and
servicesamongthe United Nations and the specializedagencies.

2. Accordingly, the United Nations and the World Health Organization
agree to consult togetherconcerning the establishmentand use of common
administrativeand technical servicesand facilities in addition to thosereferred
to in articlesXII, XIII andXV, in so far as the establishmentand useof such
servicesmay from time to time be found praticableand appropriate.

3. Arrangementsshall be made between the United Nations and the
World Health Organization with regard to registration and deposit of official
documents.
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Article XV

BUDGETARY AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

1. The World Health Organizationrecognizesthedesirabilityof establish-
ing closebudgetaryand financialrelationshipswith the UnitedNationsin order
that the administrativeoperationsof the UnitedNations and of the specialized
agenciesshallbe carriedout in the mostefficient andeconomicalmannerpossible,
and that the maximummeasureof co-ordinationanduniformity with respect
to theseoperationsshallbe secured.

2. The United Nations and the World Health Organizationagree to
co-operateto thefullest extentpossiblein achievingtheseendsand,in particular,
shall consult togetherconcerningthe desirability of the inclusionof the budget
of the Organizationwithin a general budget of the United Nations. Any
arrangementsto this effect shall be defined in a supplementaryagreement
betweenthe two organizations.

3. Pendingthe conclusionof anysuch agreement,the following arrange-
ments shall govern budgetaryand financial relationships betweenthe World
Health Organizationandthe UnitedNations:

(a) The Secretary-Generaland the Director-Generalshall arrangefor
consultationin connexion with the preparationof the budget of the World
Health Organization.

(b) TheWorld HealthOrganizationagreesto transmitits proposedbudget
to the United Nations annuallyat the sametime as suchbudgetis transmitted
to its members. The GeneralAssembly shall examine the budgetor proposed
budgetof the Organizationand may makerecommendationsto it concerning
any item or items containedtherein.

(c) Representativesof the World Health Organizationshall be entitled to
participate,without vote, in the deliberationsof the GeneralAssembly or any
committeethereofat all timeswhenthebudgetof theWorld HealthOrganization
or generaladministrativeor financial questionsaffecting the Organizationare
under consideration.

(d) TheUnitedNatIonsmayundertakethecollection of contributionsfrom
thosemembersof the World Health Organizationwhich are also Membersof
the United Nations in accordancewith such arrangementsas may be defined
by a lateragreementbetweenthe UnitedNationsand the Organization.
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(e) The UnitedNations shall, upon its own initiative or upon therequest
of the World Health Organization,arrangefor studiesto be undertakencon-
cerningother financial and fiscal questionsof interestto the Organizationand
to other specializedagencieswith a view~to the provision of common services
andthe securingof uniformity in suchmatters.

(f) The World Health Organizationagreesto conform, as far as may be
practicable,to standardpracticesandformsrecommendedby the UnitedNations.

Article XVI

FINANCING OF SPECIAL SERVICES

1. In the eventof the World Health Organizationbeing faced with the
necessityof incurring substantialextraexpenseas a resultof anyrequestwhich
the UnitedNationsmaymakefor specialreports,studiesor assistancein accord-
ancewith articlesV, VII, VIII, or with other provisions of this agreement,
consultationshall take place with a view to determining the most equitable
mannerin which such expenseshallbe borne.

2. Consultation between the United Nations and the World Health
Organizationshall similarly takeplacewith aview to makingsucharrangements
as maybe found equitablefor coveringthe costsof central administrative,tech-
nical or fiscal servicesor facilities or other special assistanceprovided by the
UnitedNations,in so far as they apply to the World Health Organization.

ArticleXVII

UNITED NATIONS “LAISSEZ-PASSER”

Officials of the World Health Organizationshallhavethe right to usethe
laissez-passerof the UnitedNationsin accordancewith the specialarrangements
to be negotiatedbetweenthe Secretary-Generalof the United Nations and the
Director-Generalof the World Health Organization.

Article XVIII

INTER-AGENCY AGREEMENTS

The World Health Organizationagrees to inform the Council of any
formal agreementbetweenthe Organizationand any other specializedagency,
inter-governmentalorganizationor non-governmentalorganization,and in par-
ticular agreesto inform the Council of the natureandscopeof any such agree-
ment before it is concluded.

No. 115



212 United Nations— Treaty Series 1948

Article XIX

LIAISON

1. The United Nations and the World Health Organizationagreeto the
foregoingprovisions in the belief that theywill contributeto the maintenance
of effective liaison betweenthe two organizations. They affirm their intention
of takingwhateverfurthermeasuresmaybe necessaryto makethis liaison fully
effective.

2. The liaison arrangementsprovidedfor in the foregoingarticlesof this
agreementshall apply, as far as is appropriate,to the relationsbetweensuch
branchor regional offices as may be establishedby the two organizations,as
well as betweentheir centralheadquarters.

Article XX

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT

The Secretary-Generaland the Director-General may enter into such
supplementaryarrangementsfor the implementationof this agreementas may
befounddesirablein thelight of theoperatingexperienceof thetwo organizations.

Article XXI

REVISION

This agreementshall be subject to revision by agreementbetween the
United Nationsand the World HealthOrganization.

Article XXII

ENTRY INTO FORCE

This agreementshall come into force on its approval by the General
Assemblyof the UnitedNations andthe World HealthAssembly.

No. 115



214 United Nations— Treaty Series 1948

PROTOCOL CONCERNING THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION. SIGNED AT PARIS, ON
12 NOVEMBER 1948

Article 57 of the Charter of the United Nations providesthat specialized
agenciesestablishedby inter-governmentalagreementand having wide inter-
nationalresponsibilitiesas definedin their basicinstrumentsin economic,social,
cultural, educational,health andrelatedfields shallbe brought into relationship
with the UnitedNations. Article 63 of the Charterprovidesthat the Economic
andSocial Council mayenterinto agreementswith anyof the agenciesreferred
to in Article 57, defining the terms on which the agencyconcernedshall be
broughtinto relationshipwith the UnitedNations,andspecifiesthatsuchagree-
mentsshallbe subjectto approvalby the GeneralAssembly.

Article 69 of the Constitutionof the World Health Organizationprovides
that the Organizationshall be brought into relation with the United Nations
as one of thespecializedagenciesreferredto in Article 57 of the Charter.

On 3 October 1946, the Economic and Social Council, during its third
session,directedthe Secretary-Generalto initiate as soonas possibleconversations
with theInterim Commissionof the World HealthOrganizationfor the purpose
of preparingan agreementto be negotiatedat an earlysessionof the Economic
and Social Council.

The Interim Commissionof the World Health Organization,havingbeen
informed of the aforementioneddecision of the Economic and Social Council,
appointedaCommitteeto enterinto negotiationswith the UnitedNationsCom-
mittee on Negotiationswith SpecializedAgenciesto preparea draft agreement.

Negotiations between the Committee on Negotiations with Specialized
Agenciesof the Economicand Social Council and the NegotiatingDelegation
of the World Health Organizationtook place at Lake Succcesson 4 August
1947 and resulted in an Agreement. This draft agreementwas signed on
8 August 1947 by Mr. Jan Papanek,Acting Chairmanof the Committeeof
the Economic and Social Council on Negotiationswith SpecializedAgencies,
andDr. W. A. Timmerman, Chairmanof the NegotiatingCommitteeof the
World Health Organization.
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On 13 August 1947, the Economic and Social Council, during its fifth
session,unanimouslyrecommendedthe agreementbetweenthe United Nations
andthe World HealthOrganizationto theGeneralAssemblyfor its approval.

The Interim Commissionof the World Health Organization,at its fourth
sessionheld in Geneva,approvedon 12 September1947 the draft agreement
betweenthe UnitedNationsandthe World HealthOrganization.

On 20 October 1947, the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations,upon
requestof the ExecutiveSecretaryof the Interim Commission of the World
Health Organization,proposedto the GeneralAssembly an additional article
on the useof the UnitedNationslaissez-passer,to be insertedin the draftagree-
ment.

TheAgreementbetweenthe United NationsandtheWorld HealthOrgani-
zation, with the insertion in the Agreementof the article on the useof the
United Nations laissez-passer,was approvedby the GeneralAssembly during
its secondregularsessionon 15 November1947 andby the First World Health
Assemblyon 10 July 1948.

Article XXII of the Agreementprovidesthat this agreementshall come
into force on its approvalby the GeneralAssembly of the United Nations and
the World Health Assembly.

The Agreementaccordinglycameinto force on 10 July. 1948.

A copy of the authentictext of the Agreementis attachedhereto.

IN FAITH WHEREOF we have appendedour signaturesthis twelfth day of
November,one thousandnine hundredand forty-eight, to two original copies
of thepresentProtocol,the text of which consistsof versionsin the Englishand
Frenchlanguageswhich are equally authentic. Oneo1 the original,copies will
be depositedwith the Secretariatof the. UnitedNations and the other will be
depositedwith the Secretariatof the World Health Organization. .

Trygve LIE
Secretary-Generalof theUnited Nations

~,,~rO~kCHISHOLM

Director-Generalof the World Health Organization
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