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No. 116. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS
AND THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION. APPROVED BY
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS
ON 15 NOVEMBER 1947

• PREAMBLE

In considerationof the obligationsplaced upon the United Nations by
Article 57 of the Charterof the United Nations, the United Nations and the
UniversalPostalUnion agreeas follows: - - -

Article I

The United Nations recognizesthe Universal PostalUnion (hereinafter
called the Union) as the specializedagencyresponsiblefor taking such action
as may be appropriateunder its basic instrument for the accomplishmentof
the purposesset forth therein.

Article II

RECIPROCAL REPRESENTATION

1. Representativesof the UnitedNationsshallbe invited to attendall the
Union’s congresses,administrativeconferencesand commissions,andto partici-
pate, without vote, in the deliberationsof thesemeetings.

2. Representativesof the Union shall be invited to attend meetings
of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (hereinaftercalled
the Council), of its commissionsand committees,and to participate,without
vote, in the deliberationsthereof with respectto items on the agendain which
the Union may be concerned.

3. Representativesof the Union shallbe invited to attendthe meetingsof
the GeneralAssembly during which questionswithin the competenceof the
Union are under discussion,for purposesof consultation,and to participate,
without vote, in the deliberationsof the main committeesof the General
Assembly with respectto items concerningthe Union.

Came into force, in accordancewith article XV, on 1 July 1948 the date of entry into
force of the Universal PostalConventio~,and having beenapprovedby the GeneralAssembly
of the United Nations, on 15 November 1947 (resolution 124 (II)).
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4. Written statementspresentedby the Union shall be distributed by
the Secretariatof the UnitedNationsto the Membersof the GeneralAssembly,
the Council and its commissions,and the TrusteeshipCouncil, as appropriate.
Similarly, written statementspresentedby the UnitedNationsshallbe distributed
by the Union to it members.

Article III

PROPOSAL OF AGENDA ITEMS

Subject to such preliminary consultationas may be necessary,the Union
shall includein the agendaof its congresses,administrativeconferencesor com-
missions,or, as the casemaybe, shall submit to its membersin accordancewith
the provisionsof the UniversalPostalConvention,items proposedto it by the
UnitedNations. Similarly, the Council, its commissionsandcommittees,andthe
TrusteeshipCouncilshall includein their agendaitemsproposedby the Union.

Article IV

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS

1. TheUnion agreesto arrangefor thesubmissionas soonas possible,for
appropriateaction, to its congressesor its administrativeconferencesor com-
missions,or to its members,in conformity with the provisionsof the Universal
Postal Convention, of all formal recommendationswhich the United Nations
may make to it. Such recommendationswill be addressedto the Union and
not directly to its members.

2. The Union agreesto enterinto consultationwith the United Nations,
upon request,with respect to such recommendations,and in due course to
reportto the UnitedNationson the actiontakenby the Union or by its members
to give effect to such recommendations,or on the other results of their con-
sideration.

3. The Union will co~operatein whatever further measuresmay be
necessaryto make co-ordination of the activities of specializedagenciesand
those of the United Nations fully effective. In particular, it will co-operate
with any body which the Council may establishfor the purposeof facilitating
such co-ordination and will furnish such information as may be requiredfor
the carrying out of this purpose.

No. 116
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Article V

EXCHANGE OP INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS

1. Subjectto sucharrangementsas maybenecessaryfor the safeguarding
of confidentialmaterial,the fullest andpromptestexchangeof information and
documentsshall be madebetweenthe United Nationsandthe Union.

2. Without prejudiceto the generalityof the provisionsof the preceding
paragraph:

(a) TheUnion shallsubmitto the UnitedNations an annualreport on its
activities;

- (b) The Union shall comply to the fullest extentpracticablewith any
request which the United Nations may make for the furnishing of special
reports, studiesor information,subject to the conditionsset forth in article XI;

(c) The Union shall furnish written adviceon questionswithin its compe-
tenceas mayberequestedby the TrusteeshipCouncil;

• (d) The Secretary-Generalof the United Nations.- shall, upon request,
consultwith the Director of the InternationalBureau of the Union regarding
the provisionto the Unionof suchinformationas• maybe of specialinterestto it.

Article VI

• ASSISTANCE TO THE UNITED NA~IONS

The Union agreesto co-operatewith and to give assistanceto the United
Nations, its principal and subsidiaryorgans, so far as is consistentwith the
provisions of the UniversalPostalConvention.

• As regardsthe Membersof the United Nations,the Union agreesthat in
accordancewith Article 103 of the Charterno provisionin the UniversalPostal
Conventionor relatedagreementsshall be construedas preventingor limiting
any State in complying with its obligationsto the UnitedNations.

No. 116
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Article VII

PERSONNEL ARRANGEMENTS

The United Nations and the Union agreeto co-Operateas necessaryto
ensure as much uniformity as possible in the conditions of employment of
personnel,and to avoid competitionin the recruitmentof personnel.

Article VIII

STATISTICAL SERVICES

1. The United Nations and the Union agreeto co-operatewith a view
to securingthe greatestpossibleusefulnessandutilization of statisticalinformation
anddata.

2. The Union recognizesthe UnitedNations as the centralagencyfor the
collection, analysis, publication, standardizationand improvementof statistics
serving the generalpurposesof internationalorganizations.

3. The United Nations recognizesthe Union as the appropriateagency
for, the collection, analysis, publication, standardizationand improvementof
statisticswithin its specialsphere,without prejudiceto the right of the United
Nations to concernitself with suchstatisticsso far as it maybe essentialfor its
own purposesor for the improvementof statisticsthroughoutthe ‘world.

Article IX

ADMINISTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL SERVICES

1. The United Nations and the Union recognizethe desirability, in the
interestsof the most efficient use of personneland resources,of avoiding the
establishmentof competitiveor overlappingservices.

2. Arrangementsshall be made between the United Nations and the
Union with regardto the registrationanddepositof official documents.

Article X

BUDGETARY ARRANGEMENTS

The annualbudgetof the Union shallbe transmittedto the UnitedNations,
and the GeneralAssemblymay makerecommendationsthereonto the Congress
of the Union.

No. ~116
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Article XI

FINANCING OF SPECIAL SERVICES

In the eventof the Union beingfacedwith the necessityof incurring sub-
stantialextraexpenseas a result of any requestwhich the UnitedNationsmay
makefor specialreports,studiesor informationin accordancewith article V or
with any other provisions of this agreement,consultationshall take place with
a view to determiningthe most equitablemannerin which suchexpenseshall
be borne.

• Article XII

INTER-AGENCY AGREEMENTS

• • The Union will inform the Council of the natureandscopeof any agree-
ment betweentheUnion andanyspecializedagencyor otherinter-governmental
organization,andfurtheragreesto inform the Council of the preparationof any
suchagreements. • • • • •

Article XIII ‘‘ • • •

• LIAISON

1. The UnitedNationsandtheUnion agreeto theforegoingprovisionsin
thebelief thattheywill contributeto the maintenanceof effective liaisonbetween
thetwo organizations.They affirm their intentionof takingin agreementwhat-
evermeasuresmaybe necessaryto this end.

2. The liaison arrangementsprovided for in this agreementshall apply, as
far as is appropriate,to the relationsbetweenthe Union andthe UnitedNations,
including its branchandregional offices.

Article XIV

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT

The ,Secretary-Generalof the United Nations’and the Presidentof the
Executiveand Liaison Commissionof the Union may enterinto such supple-
mentaryarrangementsfor the implementationof thisagreementas maybe found
desirablein thelight of operatingexperienceof the twO organizations.

No. 116
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Article XV

ENTRY INTO FORCE

This agreementis annexedto the UniversalPostalConventionconcluded
in Parisin 1947. It wifi comeinto forceafter approvalby the GeneralAssembly
of the UnitedNations,and,at the earliest,at the sametime as this Convention.

Article XVI •

REVISION

On six months’ noticegiven on eitherpart, this agreementshallbe subject

to revision by agreementbetweenthe UnitedNations and the Union.

PROTOCOL CONCERNING THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE
• AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE

UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION. SIGNED. AT PARIS, ON’ 15 NO-
VEMBER 1948

Article 57 of the Charterof the United Nations providesthat specialized
agenciesestablishedby inter-governmentalagreementand having wide inter-
nationalresponsibilitiesas definedin their basicinstrumentsin economic,social,
cultural, educational,healthandrelatedfields shallbe broughtinto relationship
with the United Nations. Article 63 of the Charterprovidesthat the Economic
and Social Councilmayenterinto agreementwith anyof the agenciesreferrea
to in Article 57, defining the terms On which the agency concernedshall be
brought into relationship with the United Nations, and specifies that such
agreementsshall be subjectedto approvalby the GeneralAssembly.

The Economic and Social Council, on 28 March 1947, directedits Com-
mittee on Negotiationswith SpecializedAgenciesto enterinto negotiationsat
the appropriatetime with the UniversalPostalUnion for the purposeof bringing
it into relationshipwith the United Nations and to submit a report on the
negotiationsto the Council including therein a draft preliminary agreement
basedupon thesenegotiations.

The Congressof the UniversalPostalUnion, which met in Paris in June
1947,havingbeeninformedof the aforementioneddecisionof the Economicand
SocialCouncil, appointedaCommitteeto enterinto negotiationswith the United
NationsCommitteeon Negotiationswith SpecializedAgenciesto prepareadraft
agreement.
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Negotiations between the Committee on Negotiations with Specialized
Agenciesof the Economicand Social Council and the NegotiatingCommittee
of the UniversalPostalUnion took placein Paris on 17, 18 and 20 June 1947
and resultedin a draft agreement.This draft agreement,after certain subse-
quentadjustmentsmadein accordancewith the alternativesacceptedin advance
by bothnegotiatingcommitteesduring thenegotiatingsessions,was initialled on
4 July 1948 by Mr. JanPapanek,Acting Chairmanof the Committeeof the
Economic and Social Council on Negotiationswith SpecializedAgencies,and
Mr. J. J. Le Mouël, Chairmanof the XIIth Congressof the UniversalPostal
Union.

• On 4 July 1947 the Congressof the UniversalPostalUnion which met in
Paris for the purposeof revising the UniversalPostalConventionunanimously
approvedthe draft agreementwhich subsequentlywas annexedto the revised
Convention.

On 4 August 1947 the Economic and Social Council, during its fifth
session, recommendedthe agreementbetween the United Nations and the
UniversalPostalUnion tO the GeneralAssemblyfor its approval.

Article XV of the Agreementprovidesthat this agreementbeing annexed
to the UniversalPostalConventionconcludedin Parisin 1947 shall comeinto
force after its approvalby the GeneralAssembly of the United Nations, and,
at the earliest,‘at thesametime as this Convention.

The Agreementbetween the United Nations and the Universal Postal
Union was approvedby the GeneralAssembly during its secondregularsession
on 15 November1947. The Universal PostalConventioncameinto force on
1 July 1948 The Agreementaccordinglycameinto forceon 1 July 1948

A copy of the authentictext of the Agreementis attachedhereto.

IN FAITH WHEREOF we haveappendedoursignaturesthis fifteenth dayof
November,one thousandnine hundredand forty-eight, to two original copies
of the presentProtocol, the text of which consistsof versionsin the English
and Frenchlanguageswhich are equally authentic. One of the original copies
will be depositedwith the Secretariatof the UnitedNations andthe otherwill
be depositedin the Bureauof the UniversalPostalUnion.

Trygve LIE
• • ‘• ‘~• ~Secretary-Generalof the United Nations

• ‘•• • • • • -• •• MURI

• Directorof theInternationalBureau
of the UniversalPostal Union

No. 116


