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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
and

BELGIIJM

Exchangeof Notesconstitutingan agreementrelatingto the
waiver by the Belgian Governmentof most-favoured-
nation provisions of the Reciprocal Trade Agreement
betweenthe United Statesof America and the Belgo-
LuxembourgEconomic Union, signedon 27 February
1935,with respectto advantagesaccordedby theUnited
Statesof Americato thePhilippines. Washington,4 May
and [1 July 1946

English official text communicatedby the PermanentRepresentativeof the
United Statesof Americaat the seatof the United Nations. The registra-
tion tookplaceon 3 March 1948.

ETATS-UNIS D’AMERIQUE
et

BELGIQUE

Echangedenotesconstituantun accordrelatif a la renoncia-
tion par le Gouvernementbeigea la clausede la nation
la plus favoriséecontenueclans l’accord concernantles
relations commercialesintervenu entre les Etats-Unis
d’Amerique et l’Union économique belgo-luxembour-
geoise,signele 27 février 1935, en ce qui concerneles
avantagesaccordéspar les Etats-Unisd’Amérique aux
Philippines. Washington,4 mai et 11 juillet 1946

Texteofficiel anglais communiquépar le représentantpermanentdesEtats-Unis
d’Ameriqueau siegede l’Organisation desNations Unies. L’enregistrement
a eu lieu le 3 mars 1948.
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No. 200. EXCHANGE OF NOTES1 CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND BELGIUM RELATING TO THE WAIVER
BY THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT OF MOST-FAVOURED-
NATION PROVISIONS OF THE RECIPROCAL TRADE
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE BELGO-LUXEMBOURG ECONOMIC
UNION, SIGNED ON 27 FEBRUARY 1935,WITH RESPECT
TO ADVANTAGES ACCORDED BY THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THE PHILIPPINES. WASHINGTON, 4
MAY, AND 11 JULY 1946

I

TheActing Secretaryof Stateto theBelgianAmbassador
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

May 4, 1946

Excellency:

With referenceto the forthcomingindependenceof the Philippineson July
4, 1946, my Governmentconsidersthat provision for a transitional period for
dealingwith the specialtariff positionwhich Philippineproductshaveoccupied
for manyyearsin the UnitedStatesis an essentialaccompanimentto Philippine
Independence.Accordingly,under the PhilippineTradeAct approvedApril 30,
1946, goods the growth, produceor manufactureof the Philippineswill enter
the United Statesfree of duty until 1954, after which they will be subjectto
gradually and regularly increasingrates of duty or decreasingduty-free quotas
until 1974 when generalrates will becomeapplicableand all preferenceswill
be completelyeliminated.

2Cameinto force on 11 July 1946, by the ezchangeof the said notes.
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Since the enactmentof the Philippine IndependenceAct approvedMarch
24, 1934, my Governmenthasforeseenthe probablenecessityof providing for
such a transitional period and hassince then consistentlyexceptedfrom most-
favored-nation obligations which it has undertakentoward foreign govern-
ments advantageswhich it might continue to accord to Philippine products
after the proclamation of Philippine independence.Some thirty instruments
in force with other governments,for example,permit the continuationof the
exceptional tariff treatmentnow accordedby my Governmentto Philippine
products,irrespectiveof theforthcomingchangein the Commonwealth’spolitical
status.

With a view, therefore,to placingthe relationsbetweenthe United States
andBelgiumupon the samebasis, with respectto the matters involved, as the
relationsexistingunderthe treatiesand agreementsreferredto in the preceding
paragraph,I havethe honorto proposethat the most-favored-nationprovisions
of the ReciprocalTradeAgreementbetweenthe United Statesof America and
the Belgo-LuxembourgEconomic Union signedFebruary27, 1935,1shall not
be understoodto require the extension to Belgium of advantagesaccordedby
the UnitedStatesto the Philippines.

In view of the imminenceof the inaugurationof an independentPhilippine
Government,I should be glad to havethe reply of Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment to this proposalat an earlydate.

Accept, Excellency,the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

DeanACHESON

Acting Secretaryof State

His ExcellencyBaron RobertSilvercruys
Belgian Ambassador

II

The Belgian Ambassadorto the ActingSecretaryof State
AMBASSADE DE BELGIQUE

Washington,July 11, 1946
Sir,

I havethe honour to acknowledgereceipt of your letter of May 4th, by
which you kindly advisedme that the Governmentof the United Statesof
America considersthat provision for a transitional period for dealing with the

1
Leag~.~eof Nations,Treaty Series,Volume CLX, page27.

No. 200



48 United Nations— Treaty Series- 1948

specialtariff position which the Philippines productshave occupiedfor many
years in the United States, is an essentialaccompanimentto Philippine inde-
pendence.

Accordingly, under the Philippine TradeAct approvedApril 30, 1946,
goods the growth, produceor manufactureof the Philippines, will enterthe
United Statesfree of duty until 1954, after whichtheywill besubjectto gradu-
ally and regularlyincreasingrates of duty or decreasingduty-freequotasuntil
1974 when generalrates will become applicableand all preferenceswill be
completelyeliminated.

Upon instructions receivedfrom my Government,I am pleasedto advise
you that, on behalf of the Belgian-LuxembourgEconomic Union, they agree
that the most-favoured-nationprovisions of the ReciprocalTrade Agreement
between the United Statesof America and the Belgo-LuxembourgEconomic
Union, signed February27, 1935, shall not be understoodto require during
the abovementionedperiod,the extensionto the EconomicUnion of advantages
accordedby the United Statesof Americato the Philippines.

Accept,Sir, the renewedassuranceof my highestconsideration.

SILVERCRUYS
The Belgian Ambassador

The HonorableDeanAcheson
Acting Secretaryof State
Washington,D.C.
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