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Texteofficiel anglaiscommuniquépar le représentantpermanentdei~Etats-Unis
d’Amériqueau siegedel’Organisation desNationsUnies. L’enregistrement
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No. 203. EXCHANGE OF NOTES1 CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND PORTUGAL RELATING TO THE WAIVER
BY THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT OF MOST-
FAVOURED-NATION PROVISIONS OF THE COMMER-
CIAL ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA AND PORTUGAL EFFECTED BY AN EX-
CHANGE OF NOTES OF 28 JUNE 1910, WITH RESPECT
TO ADVANTAGES ACCORDED BY THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THE PHILIPPINES. WASHINGTON,
18 MAY AND 26 AUGUST 1946

I

The ActingSecretaryof State to the PortugueseAmbassador

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

May 18, 1946

Excellency:

With referenceto the forthcomingindependenceof the Philippineson July
4, 1946, my Governmentconsidersthat provision for a transitionalperiod for
dealingwith the specialtariff positionwhich Philippineproductshaveoccupied
for manyyearsin theUnited Statesis an essentialaccompanimentto Philippine
Independence.Accordingly, underthe PhilippineTradeAct approvedApril 30,
1946, goods the growth, produceor manufactureof the Philippines will enter
the United Statesfree of duty until 1954, after which they will be subj~ctto
graduallyand regularly increasingratesof duty or decreasingduty-freequotas
until 1974 when generalrates will becomeapplicableand all preferenceswill
be completelyeliminated.

Cameinto force on 26 August 1946, by the exchangeof the said notes.
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Since the enactmentof the Philippine IndependenceAct approvedMarch
24, 1934, my Governmenthasforeseenthe probablenecessityof providing for
such a transitionalperiod and hassince thenconsistentlyexceptedfrom most-
favored-nationobligations which it has undertakentoward foreign govern-
ments advantageswhich it might continue to accordto Philippine products
after the proclamation of Philippine independence.Some thirty instruments
in force with other governments,for example, permit the continuation of the
exceptionaltariff treatment now accordedby my Governmentto Philippine
products,irrespectiveof the forthcomingchangein the Commonwealth’spolitical
status.

With a view, therefore,to placingthe relationsbetweenthe United States
and Portugalupon the samebasis, with respectto the mattersinvolved, as the
relationsexistingunder the treatiesandagreementsreferredto in thepreceding
paragraph,I havethe honor to proposethat the provisionsof the Commercial
Arrangementbetweenthe United Statesof America and Portugal effectedby
an exchangeof notessignedJune28, 1910,1shall not be understoodto require
the extensionto Portugalof advantagesaccordedby the United Statesto the
Philippines.

In view of the imminenceof theinaugurationof anindependentPhilippine
Government,I should be glad to havethe reply of Your Excellency’sGovern-
ment to this proposalat an earlydate.

Accept,Excellency,therenewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

DeanACHESON
Acting Secretaryof State

His ExcellencyDr. Jo~oAntonio deBianchi
Ambassadorof Portugal

~United States,TreatySeries5141,4.

Na. 203
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II

ThePortugueseAmbassadorto the ActingSecretaryof State

EMBAIXADA DE PORTUGAL

WASHINGTON

August26, 1946

Sir:

With referenceto Your Excellency’s note of 18 May, 1946, I have the
honour to inform Your Excellency,underinstructions,that the PortugueseGov-
ernmentagreesto the proposalsetout in Your Excellency’snote quotedabove,
according to which the provisions of the CommercialArrangementbetween
Portugal and the United Statesof America effectedby an exchangeof notes
signedJune28, 1910, shallnot be understoodto require extensionto Portugal
of advantagesaccordedby the United States to the Philippines, during the
transitionalperiod coveredby the PhilippineTradeAct approvedApril 30, 1946.

I avail myself of this opportunityto conveyto you, Sir, therenewedassur-
ancesof my highestconsideration.

J. BI~cI1x

The HonourableDeanAcheson
Acting Secretaryof State
etc., etc., etc.
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