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No. 221. CONSTITUTION1 OF THE WORLD HEALTH OR-
GANIZATION. SIGNEDAT NEW YORK, ON 22 JULY 1946

THE STATES partiesto this Constitutiondeclare, in conformity with the
Charter of the United Nations, that the following principles are basicto the
happiness,harmoniousrelationsandsecurityof all peoples:

Healthis a stateof completephysical,mentalandsocialwell-beingand
not merelythe absenceof diseaseor infirmity.

The enjoymentof the highestattainablestandardof health is one of
the fundamentalrights of every humanbeing without distinction of race,
religion, political belief, economicor social condition.

The health of all peoplesis fundamentalto the attainmentof peace
andsecurity and is dependentupon the fullest co-operationof individuals
andStates.

The achievementof any Statein the promotionandprotectionof health
is of valueto all.

Unequaldevelopmentin different countriesin thepromotionof health
andcontrolof disease,especiallycommunicabledisease,is acommondanger.

Healthy developmentof the child is of basic importance;the ability
to live harmoniouslyin a changingtotal environmentis essentialto such
development.

~Cameinto force on 7 April 1948, in accordancewith article 80. StatesParties to the

Constitution (* indicates non-membersof the United Nations):
(a) By signaturewithout reservation:

China 22 July 1946
United Kingdom of GreatBritain and Northern Ireland /22 July 1946

(b) By acceptance: V
Canada 29 August 1946 Siam 26 September1947
IEan 23 November 1946 *Finland 7 October 1947
New Zealand 10 December1946 *Ireland 20 October 1947
Syria 18 December1946 Yougoslavia 19 November 1947
Liberia 14 March 1947 Egypt 16 December1947

*Switzerland 26 March 1947 Turkey 2 January 1948
*Transjordan 7 April 1947 India 12 January 1948
*Italy 11 April 1947 Australia 2 February 1948
Ethiopia 11 April 1947 *portugal 13 February 1948
Netherlands 25 April 1947 Czechoslovakia 1 March 1948
Saudi Arabia 26 May 1947 Greece 12 March 1948

*Albania 26 May 1947 Union of Soviet Socialist
*Austria 30 June 1947 Republics 24 March1948
Union of SouthAfrica 7 August 1947 Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
,Haiti 12 August 1947 Republic 3 April 1948

‘~Norway 18 August 1947 Mexico 7 April 1948
Sweden 28 August 1947 ByelorussianSoviet Socialist
Iraq 23 September1947 Republic 7 April 1948

For the Finact Act of the InternationalHealth Conference,the Arrangementconcluded
by the Governmentsrepresentedat the Confrence, and the Protocol concerning the Of/ice
international d’Hygiène publique, signedat New York, on 22 July 1946,seeVolume 9, page3
of this Treaty Series.
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The extensionto all peoplesof the benefits of medical,psychological
and relatedknowledgeis essentialto the fullest attainmentof health.

Informed opinion and active co-operationon the part of the public
areof the utmostimportancein the improvementof thehealthof the people.

Governmentshave a responsibility for the health of their peoples
which can be fulfilled only by the provision of adequatehealth and social
measures.

ACCEPTING THESE PRINCIPLES,andfor the purposeof co-operationamong
themselvesandwith othersto promoteandprotectthe health of all peoples,the
contractingparties agreeto the presentConstitution and herebyestablish the
World Health Organizationas a specializedagencywithin the terms of Article
57 of the Charterof the UnitedNations.

CHAPTER1

OBJECTIVE

Article 1

The objectiveof the World Health Organization (hereinaftercalled the
Organization)shallbe the attainmentby all peoplesof the highestpossiblelevel
of health.

CHAPTER II

FUNCTIONS

Article 2

In orderto achieveits objective,the functionsof the Organizationshallbe:

(a) to act as the directing and co-ordinatingauthority on international
healthwork;

(b) to establish and maintain effective collaboration with the United
Nations,specializedagencies,governmentalhealthadministrations,pro-
fessional groups and such other organizations as may be deemed
appropriate;

(c) to assistgovernments,upon request,in strengtheninghealth services;

(d) to furnish appropriatetechnicalassistanceand,in emergencies,neces-
sary aid upon the requestor acceptanceof governments;

(e) to provide or assist in providing, upon the requestof the United
Nations, health servicesand facilities to specialgroups, such as the
peoplesof trust territories;
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(f) to establishand maintain such administrativeand technical services
as may be required,including epidemiologicalandstatisticalservices;

(g) to stimulate and advancework to eradicateepidemic, endemic and
otherdiseases;

(h) to promote, in co-operation with other specialized agencieswhere
necessary,the preventionof accidentalinjuries;

(i) to promote, in co-operation with other specializedagencieswhere
necessary,the improvement of nutrition, housing, sanitation, recre-
ation, economicor working conditionsand other aspectsof environ-
mental hygiene;

(j) to promoteco-operationamongscientific andprofessionalgroupswhich
contributeto the advancementof health;

(k) to proposeconventions,agreementsandregulations,andmakerecom-
mendationswith respectto internationalhealthmattersandto perform
such duties as may be assignedtherebyto the Organizationand are
consistentwith its objective;

(1) to promotematernaland child health andwelfareand to foster the
ability to live harmoniouslyin a changingtotal environment;

(m) to fosteractivitiesin thefield of mentalhealth,especiallythoseaffecting
the harmonyof humanrelations;

(n) to promoteand conductresearchin the field of health;

(o) to promoteimproved standardsof teachingandtraining in thehealth,
medicaland relatedprofessions;

(p) to studyand reporton, in co-operationwith otherspecializedagencies
where necessary,administrativeand social techniquesaffecting public
health and medical carefrom preventiveand curativepoints of view,
including hospitalservicesandsocial security;

(q) to provide information, counsel and assistancein the field of health;

(r) to assist in developingan informed public opinion amongall peoples
on mattersof health;

(s) to establishandrevise as necessaryinternationalnomenclaturesof dis-
eases,of causesof deathand of public healthpractices;

(t) to standardizediagnosticproceduresas necessary;

(u) to develop, establishandpromote internationalstandardswith respect
to food, biological, pharmaceuticalandsimilar products;
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(v) generally to take all necessaryaction to attain the objective of the

Organization.

CHAPTERIII

MEMBERSHIP AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

Article 3

Membershipin the Organizationshall be opento all States.

Article 4

Membersof the United Nationsmay becomeMembersof the Organization
by signing or otherwise accepting this Constitution in accordancewith the
provisionsof ChapterXIX and in accordancewith their constitutionalprocesses.

Article 5

The Stateswhosegovernmentshave beeninvited to sendobserversto the
InternationalHealthConferenceheld in NewYork, 1946,may becomeMembers
by signing or otherwise accepting this Constitution in accordancewith the
provisionsof ChapterXIX andin accordancewith their constitutionalprocesses
provided that suchsignatureor acceptanceshall be completedbefore the first
sessionof the HealthAssembly.

Article 6

Subjectto theconditionsof anyagreementbetweentheUnited Nationsand
the Organization, approvedpursuantto ChapterXVI, Stateswhich do not
becomeMembersin accordancewith Articles 4 and 5 may apply to become
Membersand shall be admitted as Memberswhentheir applicationhas been
approvedby asimplemajority vote of the HealthAssembly.

Article 7

If a Memberfails to meetits financial obligationsto the Organizationor in
other exceptionalcircumstancesthe Health Assembly may, on such conditions
as it thinks proper,suspendthe voting privilegesandservicesto which aMember
is entitled. The HealthAssemblyshall havethe authority to restoresuchvoting
privileges andservices.

Article 8

Territoriesor groupsof territorieswhich arenot responsiblefor the conduct
of their internationalrelationsmay be admitted as AssociateMembersby the
Health Assembly upon application madeon behalf of such territory or group
of territoriesby the Member or other authority having responsibility for their
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international relations. Representativesof AssociateMembersto the Health
Assemblyshouldbe qualified by their technicalcompetencein the field of health
andshouldbe chosenfrom the nativepopulation. The natureandextentof the
rights andobligationsof AssociateMembersshallbe determinedby the Health
Assembly.

CHAPTERIV

ORGANS

Article 9

The work of the Organizationshall be carriedout by:
(a) The World Health Assembly (herein called the Health Assembly);
(b) The ExecutiveBoard (hereinaftercalled the Board);
(c) The Secretariat.

CHAPTER V

THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Article JO

TheHealthAssemblyshallbe composedof delegatesrepresentingMembers.

Article 11

Each Member shallbe representedby not more than threedelegates,one
of whom shallbe designatedby the Memberas chief delegate.Thesedelegates
shouldbe chosenfrom amongpersonsmostqualified by their technicalcompe-
tence in the field of health, preferablyrepresentingthe nationalhealth admini-
strationof the Member.

Article 12
Alternatesand advisersmay accompanydelegates.

Article .13

The Health Assembly shall meet in regular annual sessionand in such
specialsessionsas may be necessary. Specialsessionsshall be convenedat the
requestof the Boardor of amajority of the Members.

Article 14

The Health Assembly, at each annuals’ession,shall select the country or
region in which the next annualsessionshall be held, the Board subsequently
fixing the place. The Boardshalldeterminetheplacewhereaspecialsessionshall
be held.
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Article 15

The Board, after consultationwith the Secretary-Generalof the United

Nations,shall determinethe date of eachannualandspecialsession.

Article 16

The HealthAssemblyshallelect its Presidentandotherofficersat thebegin-
ning of each annualsession. They shall hold office until their successorsare
elected.

Article 17

The HealthAssemblyshalladopt its own rules of procedure.

Article 18

The functionsof the Health Assemblyshallbe:

(a) to determinethe policies of the Organization;

(b) to namethe Membersentitled to designatea personto serveon the
Board;

(c) to appointthe Director-General;

(d) to review andapprovereportsand activities of the Boardand of the
Director-Generaland to instruct the Boardin regardto mattersupon
which action,study,investigationor reportmaybeconsidereddesirable;

(e) to establishsuch committeesas may be considerednecessaryfor the
work of the Organization;

(f) to supervisethe financial policies of the Organizationand to review
andapprovethe budget;

(g) to instruct the Boardand the Director-Generalto bring to the atten-
tion of Membersand of internationalorganizations,governmentalor
non-governmental,anymatterwith regardto healthwhichthe Health
Assemblymayconsiderappropriate;

(h) to invite any organization,internationalor national, governmentalor
non-governmental,which has responsibilitiesrelated to those of the
Organization,to appoint representativesto participate,without right
of vote, in its meetingsor in thoseof the committeesand conferences
convenedunder its authority, on conditionsprescribedby the Health
Assembly;but in the caseof nationalorganizations,invitations shall
be issuedonly with the consentof the governmentconcerned;
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(i) to considerrecommendationsbearingon healthmadeby the General
Assembly, the Economicand Social Council, the SecurityCouncil or
TrusteeshipCouncil of the United Nations,andto reportto them on
thestepstakenby the Organizationto give effect to suchrecommenda-
tions;

(j) to report to the EconomicandSocialCouncil in accordancewith any
agreementbetweenthe Organizationandthe UnitedNations;

(It) to promoteandconductresearchin thefield of healthby the personnel
of the Organization,by the establishmentof its own institutionsor by
co-operationwith official or non-official institutions of any Mem~3er
with the consentof its government.

(1) to establishsuchotherinstitutionsas it may considerdesirable.

(ni) to take any other appropriateaction to further the objectiveof the
Organization.

Article 19

The Health Assembly shall haveauthorityto adopt conventionsor agree-
mentswith respectto anymatterwithin the competenceof the Organization. A
two-thirds vote of the Health Assembly shall be required for the adoptionof
such conventionsor agreementswhich shall comeinto force for each Member
whenacceptedby it in accordancewith its constitutionalprocesses.

Article 20

Each Member un4ertakesthat it will, within eighteenmonths after the
adoptionby the Health Assembly of a conventionor agreement,take action
relativeto the acceptanceof suchconventionor agreement.EachMembershall
notify the Director-Generalof the action taken and if it does not acceptsuch
conventionor agreementwithin the timelimit, it will furnish astatementof the
reasonsfor non-acceptance.In caseof acceptance,eachMember agreesto make
an annualreport to the DIrector-Generalin accordancewith ChapterXIV.

Article 21

The HealthAssemblyshallhaveauthorityto adoptregulationsconcerning:

(a) sanitaryand quarantinerequirementsand other proceduresdesigned
to preventthe internationalspreadof disease;

(b) nomenclatureswith respectto diseases,causesof deathand public
healthpractices;

(c) standardswith respectto diagnosticproceduresfor internationaluse;
No. 221



1948 Nations Unies— Recueil des Traités 193

(d) standardswith respectto the safety, purity andpotencyof biological,

pharmaceuticalandsimilarproductsmovingin internationalcommerce;

(e) advertising and labelling of biological, pharmaceuticaland similar

productsmovingin internationalcommerce.

4rticle 22

Regulationsadoptedpursuantto Article 21 shall comeinto force for all
Membersafter duenotice,hasbeengiven of their adoptionby the Health As-
semblyexceptfor such Membersas may notify the Director-Generalof rejection
or reservationswithin the period statedin the notice.

Article 2~i9

The Health Assembly shall have authority to make recommendationsto
Memberswith respectto anymatterwithin thecompetenceof the Organization.

CHAPTERVI

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

Article 24

TheBoardshallconsistof eighteenpersonsdesignatedby asmanyMembers.
TheHealthAssembly,taking into accountan equitablegeographicaldistribution,
shall elect the Membersentitled to designatea person to serve on the Board.
Eachof theseMembersshouldappointto the Boardapersontechnicallyqualified
in the field of health,who may be accompaniedby alternatesand advisers.

Article 25

TheseMembersshallbe electedfor threeyearsandmaybe re-elected;pro-
vided thatof theMemberselectedatthefirst sessionof the HealthAssembly,the
termsof six Membersshallbe for oneyearandthetermsof six Membersshallbe
for two years,as determinedby lot.

Article 26

The Boardshallmeetat leasttwice ayearandshalldeterminethe placeof
eachmeeting.

Article 27

TheBoardshallelectits Chairmanfrom amongits membersandshalladopt
its own rulesof procedure.
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Article 28

The functionsof the Board shallbe:

(a) to give effect to the decisionsandpolicies of the Health Assembly;

(b) to actas the executiveorganof theHealthAssembly;

(c) to performanyotherfunctionsentrustedto it by the HealthAssembly;

(d) to advisethe HealthAssemblyon questionsreferredto it by that body
andon mattersassignedto theOrganizationby conventions,agreements
andregulations;

(e) to submit adviceor proposalsto the Health Assemblyon its own ini-
tiative;

(f) to preparethe agendaof meetingsof the HealthAssembly;

(g) to submit to the Health Assembly for considerationand approvala
generalprogrammeof work coveringa specific period;

(h) to studyall questionswithin its competence;

(i) to take emergencymeasureswithin the functions and financial re-
sourcesof the Organizationto deal with events requiring immediate
action. In particular it may authorizethe Director-Generalto take
the necessarystepsto combatepidemics,to participatein the organiza-
tion of healthrelief to victims of a calamity andto undertakestudies
and researchthe urgencyof which has beendrawn to the attention
of the Boardby any Member or by the Director-General.

Article 29

The Boardshallexerciseon behalfof the wholeHealthAssemblythe powers

delegatedto it by thatbody.
CHAPTERVII

THE SECRETARIAT

Article 30

The Secretariatshall comprisethe Director-Generalandsuchtechnicaland
administrativestaff as the Organizationmay require.

Article 31

The Director-Generalshall be appointedby the Health Assembly on the
nominationof the Board on suchtermsas the HealthAssemblymay determine.
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The Director-General,subject to the authority of the Board, shall be the chief
technicaland administrativeofficer of the Organization.

Article 32

The Director-Generalshallbe ex officio Secretaryof the Health Assembly,
of the Board, of all commissionsand committeesof the Organizationand of
conferencesconvenedby it. He maydelegatethesefunctions.

Article 33

The Director-Generalor his representativemay establisha procedureby
agreementwith Members,permitting him, for the purposeof discharginghis
duties,to havedirect accessto their variousdepartments,especiallyto their health
administrationsand to national health organizations,governmentalor non-
governmental.He mayalsoestablishdirect relationswith internationalorganiza-
tions whose activities comewithin the competenceof the Organization. He
shall keepRegional Offices informed on all matters involving their respective
areas.

Article 34

The Director-Generalshall prepareandsubmit annuallyto the Boardthe

financialstatementsand budgetestimatesof the Organization.

Article 35
The Director-Generalshall appoint the staff of the Secretariatin accord-

ancewith staff regulationsestablishedby the HealthAssembly. The paramount
considerationin the employmentof the staff shallbe to assurethat the efficiency,
integrity and internationally representativecharacter of the Secretariatshall
be maintainedat the highestlevel. Due regardshallbe paid also to the import-
anceof recruitingthe staff on as wide a geographicalbasisas possible.

Article 36

The conditions of service of the staff of the Organizationshall conform
as far as possiblewith thoseof otherUnitedNations organizations.

Article 37
In the performanceof their dutiesth�Director-Generaland the staff shall

not seek or receive instructions from any governmentor from any authority
external to the Organization. They shall refrain from any actionwhich might
reflect on their position as internationalofficers. EachMemberof the Organiza-
tion on its part undertakesto respectthe exclusively international character
of the Director-Generaland the staff and not to seekto influencethem.
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CHAPTERVIII

COMMITTEES

Article 38

The Board shall establishsuch committeesas the Health Assembly may
direct and,on its own initiative or on the proposalof the Director-General,may
establishany other committeesconsidereddesirableto serve any purposewithin
the competenceof the Organization.

Article 39

The Board, from time to time andin anyeventannually,shall review the
necessityfor continuing each committee.

Article 40

The Board may provide for the creation of or the participation by the
Organizationin joint or mixed committeeswith other organizationsandfor the
representationof the Organization in committeesestablishedby such other
organizations.

CHAPTERIX

CONFERENCES

Article 41
The Health Assembly or the Board may convenelocal, general, technical

or other special conferencesto considerany matter within the competenceof
the Organizationandmayprovide for the representationat suchconferencesof
internationalorganizationsand, with the consentof the governmentconcerned,
of nationalorganizations,governmentalor non-governmental.The mannerof
such representationshallbe determinedby the Health Assemblyor the Board.

Article 42

The Board may provide for representationof the Organizationat confer-

encesin which the Board considersthat the Organizationhasan interest.

CHAPTERX

HEADQUARTERS

Article 43

The locationof the headquartersof the Organizationshall be determined
by the HealthAssembly after consultationwith the United Nations.
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CHAPTERXI

REGIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

Article 44

(a) The HealthAssemblyshall from time to time definethe geographical
areasin which it is desirableto establisha regional organization.

(b) The Health Assembly may; with the consent of a majority of the
Memberssituatedwithin eachareaso defined,establisha regional organization
to meet the special needsof such area. There shall not be more than one
regional organizationin eacharea.

Article 45
Eachregional organizationshall be an integral part of the Organization

in accordancewith this Constitution.

Article 46

Eachregional organizationshall consist of a Regional Committeeand a
RegionalOffice.

Article 47

Regional Committeesshall be composedof representativesof the Member
StatesandAssociateMembersin the region concerned. Territories or groups
of territories within the region, which are not responsiblefor the conductof
their international relationsand which are not AssociateMembers, shall have
the right to~be representedand to participatein Regional Committees. The
natureand extentof the rights and obligationsof theseterritoriesor groupsof
territoriesin Regional Committeesshall be determinedby the Health Assembly
in consultationwith the Member or other authority having responsibility for
the internationalrelationsof these territories and with the Member Statesin
the region.

Article 48

RegionalCommitteesshallmeet as often as necessaryandshall determine
the place of eachmeeting.

Article 49

Regional Committeesshall adopt their own rules of procedure.

Article 50

The functionsof the RegionalCommitteeshallbe:

(a) to formulate policies governing matters of an exclusively regional
character;
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(b) to supervisethe activitiesof the RegionalOffice;

(c) to suggestto the Regional Office the calling of technicalconferences
andsuch additionalwork or investigationin healthmattersas in the
opinion of the Regional Committeewould promotethe objective of
the Organizationwithin theregion;

(d) to co-operatewith the respectiveregional committeesof the United
Nations and with thoseof other specializedagenciesandwith other
regional internationalorganizationshaving interestsin common with
the Organization;

(e) to tenderadvice, through the Director-General,to the Organization
on internationalhealth matterswhich havewider thanregional sig-
nificance;

(f) to recommendadditional regional appropriationsby the governments
of the respectiveregionsif the proportion of the centralbudgetof the
Organizationallotted to that region is insufficient for the carryingout
of the regional functions;

(g) such other functions asmay be delegatedto the RegionalCommittee

by the Health Assembly,the Board or the Director-General.

Article 51

Subjectto thegeneralauthorityof theDirector-Generalof theOrganization,
the RegionalOffice shallbethe administrativeorganof the RegionalCommittee.
It shall, in addition, carry out within the region the decisionsof the Health
Assembly and of the Board.

Article 52

The headof the RegionalOffice shallbe the RegionalDirectorappointed

by the Boardin agreementwith theRegionalCommittee.

Article 53

Thestaff of the RegionalOffice shall be appointedin amannerto be de-

terminedby agreementbetweenthe Director-Generalandthe RegionalDirector.

Article 54

The PanAmericansanitaryorganizationrepresentedby the Pan Ame~ican
SanitaryBureauand the Pan American SanitaryConferences,and all other
inter governmentalregional healthorganizationsin existenceprior to the date
of signature of this Constitution, shall in due coursebe integratedwith the
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Organization. This integrationshallbe effected as soonas practicablethrough
commonaction basedon mutual consentof the competentauthoritiesexpressed
throughthe organizationsconcerned.

CHAPTERXII

BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Article 55

The Director-Generalshall prepareand submit to the Board the annual
budgetestimatesof the Organization. The Boardshall considerand submit to
the HealthAssemblysuchbudgetestimates,togetherwith any recommendations
the Boardmaydeemadvisable.

Article 56

Subject to any agreementbetweenthe Organizationand the United Na-
tions, the Health Assemblyshall review andapprovethe budgetestimatesand
shall apportion the expensesamongthe Membersin accordancewith a scale
to be fixed by the HealthAssembly.

Article 57

The HealthAssemblyor the Boardactingon behalfof the HealthAssembly
mayacceptandadministergifts andbequestsmadeto the Organizationprovided
that the conditions attachedto such gifts or bequestsare acceptableto the
HealthAssembly or the Boardandare consistentwith the objectiveand policies
of the Organization.

Article 58

A specialfund to be usedat the discretionof the Boardshallbe established
to meetemergenciesandunforeseencontingencies.

CHAPTERXIII

VOTING

Article 59

Each Membershallhaveone vote in the Health Assembly.

Article 60

(a) Decisions of the Health Assembly on important questionsshall be
madeby a two-thirds majority of the Memberspresentandvoting. Theseques-
tions shall include: the adoption of conventionsor agreements;the approvalof
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agreementsbringing the Organizationinto relation with the United Nations
and inter governmentalorganizationsand agenciesin accordancewith Articles
69, 70 and 72; amendmentsto this Constitution.

(b) Decisionson otherquestions,including the determinationof additional
categoriesof questionsto be decided by a two-thirds majority, shall be made
by a majority of the Memberspresentand voting.

(c) Voting on analogousmatters in the Board and in committeesof the
Organizationshallbe madein accordancewith paragraphs(a) and (b) of this
Article.

CHAPTERXIV

REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATES

Article 61
EachMembershall reportannuallyto the Organizationon the actiontaken

andprogressachievedin improving the healthof its people.

Article 62

EachMember shall report annuallyon the action takenwith respectto
recommendationsmadeto it by the Organizationandwith respectto conventions,
agreementsand regulations.

Article 63
EachMembershall communicatepromptly to the Organizationimportant

laws, regulations,official reportsand statistics pertainingto health which have
beenpublishedin the Stateconcerned.

Article 64
Each Member shall provide statistical and epidemiological reports in a

mannerto be determinedby the HealthAssembly.

Article 65
EachMembershall transmitupon therequestof the Boardsuch additional

information pertainingto health asmay be practicable.

CHAPTERXV

LEGAL CAPACITY, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

Article 66
The Organizationshall enjoy in the territory of eachMember such legal

capacity as may be necessaryfor the fulfilment of its objective and for the
exerciseof its functions.
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Article 67

(a) The Organizationshall enjoy in the territory of eachMember such
privilegesand immunities asmay be necessaryfor the fulfilment of its objective
and for the exerciseof its functions.

(b) Representativesof Members, persons designatedto serve on the
Board and technical and administrativepersonnelof the Organizationshall
similarly enjoy such privileges and immunities as are necessaryfor the inde-
pendentexerciseof their functions in connectionwith the Organization.

Article 68

Suchlegal capacity,privilegesandimmunitiesshallbe definedin a separate
agreementto bepreparedby the Organizationin consultationwith the Secretary-
Generalof the United Nationsand concludedbetweenthe Members.

CHAPTERXVI

RELATIONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

Article 69

The Organizationshall be brought into relation with the United Nations
as one of the specializedagenciesreferredto in Article 57 of the Charterof
the United Nations. The agreementor agreementsbringing the Organization
into relation with the United Nations shall be subject to approval by a two-
thirdsvote of the HealthAssembly.

Article 70

The Organizationshall establisheffective relationsand co-operateclosely
with such other inter governmentalorganizationsas may be desirable. Any
formal agreemententered into with such organizationsshall be subject to
approvalby a two-thirds vote of the HealthAssembly.

Article 71

The Organizationmay, on matterswithin its competenc; makesuitable
arrangementsfor consultationand co-operationwith non-governmentalinter-
nationalorganizationsand,with the consentof the governmentconcerned,with
national organizations,governmentalor non-governmental.

Article 72

Subject to the approvalby a two-thirds vote of the Health Assembly,the
Organizationmaytakeover from anyother internationalorganizationor agency
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whosepurposeand activitieslie within the field of competenceof the Organiza-
tion such functions,resourcesand obligations as may be conferredupon the
Organizationby international agreementor by mutually acceptablearrange-
mentsenteredinto betweenthe competentauthoritiesof the respectiveorganiza-
tions.

CHAPTERXVII

AMENDMENTS

Article 73
Texts of proposedamendmentsto this Constitutionshallbe communicated

by the Director-Generalto Membersat least six months in advanceof their
considerationby the Health Assembly. Amendmentsshall come into force for
all Memberswhen adoptedby a two-thirds vote of the Health Assembly and
acceptedby two-thirds of the Members in accordancewith their respective
constitutionalprocesses.

CHAPTERXVIII

INTERPRETATION

Article 74
The Chinese,English, French,RussianandSpanishtexts of this Constitu-

tion shallbe regardedas equally authentic.

Article 75
Any questionor disputeconcerningtheinterpretationor applicationof this

Constitutionwhich is not settledby negotiationor by the HealthAssemblyshall
be referredto the InternationalCourt of Justicein conformitywith the Statute
of the Court, unlessthe partiesconcernedagreeon anothermode of settlement.

Article 76
Upon authorizationby the GeneralAssembly of the United Nations or

upon authorizationin accordancewith anyagreementbetweenthe Organization
and the United Nations, the Organizationmay requestthe InternationalCourt
of Justicefor an advisoryopinion on any legal questionarisingwithin the com-
petenceof the Organization.

Article 77
The Director-Generalmay appearbefore the Court on behalf of the

Organizationin connectionwith any proceedingsarisingout of any suchrequest
for an advisoryopinion. He shall make arrangementsfor the presentationof
the casebefore the Court including arrangementsfor the argumentof different
Views on the question.
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CHAPTERXIX

ENTRY INTO FORCE

Article 78

Subjectto the provisionsof ChapterIII, this Constitutionshall remainopen
to all Statesfor signatureor acceptance.

Article 79

(a) Statesmay becomepartiesto this Constitutionby
(i) signaturewithout reservationas to approval;

(ii) signaturesubject to approval followed by acceptance;or

(iii) acceptance.

(b) Acceptanceshallbe effectedby the depositof a formal instrumentwith
the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations.

Article 80

This Constitutionshall come into force when twenty-six Membersof the
United Nations havebecomepartiesto it in accordancewith the provisionsof
Article 79.

Article 81

In accordancewith Article 102 of the Charterof the United Nations, the
Secretary-Generalof the United Nations ~vffl registerthis Constitutionwhen it
has beensigned without reservationas to approval on behalf of one State or
upon depositof the first instrumentof acceptance.

Article 82

The Secretary-Generalof the United Nations will inform States parties
to this Constitutionof the datewhenit has comeinto force. He wifi also inform
them of the dateswhenotherStateshavebecomepartiesto this Constitution.

IN FAITH WHEREOF the undersignedrepresentativeshaving been duly
authorizedfor that purpose,sign this Constitution.

DONE in the City of New York this twenty-secondday of July 1946, in a
single copy in the Chinese,English, French, Russianand Spanishlanguages,
eachtext being equally authentic. The original textsshall be depositedin the
archivesof the United Nations. The Secretary-Generalof the United Nations
will send certified copies to each of the Governmentsrepresentedat the
Conference.
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For Argentina:
Pour l’Argentine:

3a Apreirrzny:
Por Ia Argentina:

Alberto ZWANCK ad ref.rendum

For Australia:
Pour l’Australie:

3a AacTpa.lmzo:
Por Australia:

A. H. TANGE Subject to approval and
acceptanceby Government
of Commonwealth of Aui-
tralia.’

For the Kingdom of Belgium:
Pourle Royaumede Belgique:
~IJD~:

3a RopoxeacTaoBeJIhrMH:
Porci ReinodeBélgica:

Dr. M. an L~T Sousréierve de ratification.’

For Bolivia:
Pour Ia Bolivie:

3a Bo.ixanrno:
Por Bolivia:

Luis V. SOTELO ad referendum

For Brazil:
Pour Ic Brésil:

3a Bpaaujnuo:
Por el Brash:

For ByelorussianSovietSocialistRepublic:
Pour Ia Républiquesoviétiquesocialistsde Biéiorussie:

3a BexopyccKyioConeTcEyxoCo1LnaJiucTn~ecKyIoPecny6rnn~y:
Por Ia Rep~blicaSocialistaSoviéticaBielorrusa:

For Canada:
Pour Ic Canada:

3a Kaaaxy:
Por ci Canada:

1
Sous r6serve d’approbation et d’acceptation par Ic Gouvernement du Commonwealth

d’Australie.
°Subject to ratification.

Subject to ratlilcation by the Government.
4

Sousreserved’approbation.

‘Sous reserve de ratification par le Gouver-
nement.

Geraldo H. DR PAULA SOUZA

ad referendum

N. EVSTAFIEV

Brooke CLAXTON
Brock CHISHOLM

flog yerosze~pamcI,I4Ka-
I_Lan flpaswreJiscTsoM.

3

Subject to approval.
4
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For Chile: Julio BusTos Con reservade ratificación
Pour Ic Chili: constitutional.1

3a 4njrn:
Por Chile:

For China: SHEN 3. K.
Pourla Chine: I. Chin YUAN

~ h~: SzemingSZE
3a F(aTatl:
Por Ia China:

For Colombia: Carlos U1UBE Aourniu~ ad referendum
PourIa Colombie:

3a KoJIyM6uIo:
PorColombia:

For CostaRica: JaimeBENAVIDES ad referendum
Pour Costa-Rica:

3a KocTaprn<y:
PorCostaRica:

For Cuba: Dr. PedroNoGUEII~ ad referendum
PourCuba: Vfctor SANTAMARINA

3a Ky6y
Por Cuba:

For Czechoslovakia: Dr. Josef CAN~IK ad referendum
Pour la Tchécoslovaquie:

3a qexocjtoaaiano:
Por Checoeslovaquia:

For Denmark: 3. Onasxov ad referendum
Pour Ic Danemark:

3a )ianwio:
PorDinamarca:

For the DominicanRepublic: Dr. L. F. THOMEN ad referendum
Pour Ia République Dominicaine:

3a ~o~uasi<anc~yioPecny6~HKy:
Por Ia RepüblicaDominicana:

Subject to Constitutional approval. Sons reserve d’approbation constitution-

nelle.
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For Ecuador: R. NevarezV~s2utz ad referendum
Pour l’Equateur:

3a SIsaJLop:
Por el Ecuador:

For Egypt: Dr. A. T. CIIOUCHA Subject to ratification.’
Pour l’Egypte: TahaElsayedNASR bey
~ : M. S. AEAZA
3a Ernrier:
PorEgipto:

For El Salvador: Aristides M0LL ad referendum
Pour Ic Salvador:

3a Ca.nbBa~op:
PorEl Salvador:

For Ethiopia: G. TESEMMA Subject to ratification.’
PourJ’Ethiopie:

3a 34nsomno:
PorEtiopia:

For France: 3. PAiusoT ad referendum
Pour Ia France:

3a Ppaiwaio:
PorFrancia:

For Greece: Dr. Phokion KOPANARIS
PourIa Grèce: ad referendum

3a rpeun~:
Por Grecia:

For Guatemala: G. Mo1~AN ad referendum
Pour Ic Guatemala: 3. A. Muf~oz

3a rBaTeMaJxy:
Por Guatemala:

For Haiti: Ruix Laox ad referendum
PourHaiti:

3a FaRTS:
PorHaiti:

1Sousreservede ratification.
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For Honduras: JuanManuelFIALLOS ad referendum
PourIc Honduras:

3a rofl~ypac:
PorHonduras:

For India: C. K. LAKSHMANAN Subject to ratification.
Pour1’Inde: C. MANI These signatures are ap-

• pended in agreementwith
‘1 O~ • His Majesty’s Representa-
3a I4HJLrno: tive for the exerciseof the
Por Ia India: functions of the Crown in

its relationswith the Indian
States.’

For Iran: GhassemeGHAN! Subject to ratification by
Pourl’Iran: H. HAPEZI the Iranian Parliament

(Madjhss)

3a llpau:
Por Iran:

For Iraq: S. AL-ZAHAWI ad referendum
PourI’Irak: Dr. IhsanDOGRAMAJI

3a I’IpaK:
Por Irak:

For Lebanon: GeorgesHAKIM ad referendum
Pourle Liban: Dr. A. MAKHLOTJP

3a .11H13aff:
Por El Libano:

For Liberia: JosephNagbeT0OBA ad referendum
PourIc Liberia: JohnB. Wnsr

3a JTn~epino:
PorLiberia:

For the GrandDuchy of Luxembourg:
Pour le Grand-Duchéde Luxembourg:

3a BexHKoereplLorcTao .ThonceM6ypr:
Porci GranDucadodeLuxemburgo:

Dr. M. DE LAET Sous rCserve cle ratification.’

‘Sous reserve de ratification. Ces signatures sont apposéesen accord avec le rcprCsentant de
Sa Majesté pour l’exercice des prCrogativcs de la Couronne dans ses relations avec les Etats
tie I’Inde.

‘Sous reserve de ratification par Ic Parlement iranien (Medjliss).
$ Subject to ratification.
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MONDRAG6N ad referendum

For theKingdom of the Netherlands:
Pour le RoyaumedesPays-Bas:

3a KopoJxeBcTnoHn,r~epJia11,zLoB:
Porci Reinode Holanda:

For New Zealand:
PourIa Nouvelle-Zélande:

3a Honyio 3eiaiuuuo:
PorNuevaZelandia:

C. VAN DEN BERG
C. BANNING
W. A. TIMMERMAN

T. R. RITCHIE

ad referendum

ad referendum

For Nicaragua:
PourIc Nicaragua:

3a I-laKaparya:
PorNicaragua:

A. SEVILLA-SACASA

For the Kingdom of Norway:
PourIc Royaumede Norvêge:

3a FCOpOJIeBCTBOHopseruss:
Porci Reino de Noruega:

Hans Th. SANDBERG ad referendum

For Panama:
PourIc Panama:

3a flanaMy:
PorPanama:

J. 3. VALLARINO ad referendum

Angel R. GIN~s ad referendum

ForPeru:
Pour Ic Pérou:

3a Ilepy:
Por ci Per~:

Carlos Eririque PAZ SOLDAN
A. Toa.&Nzo ad referendum

For Mexico:
Pour Ic Mexique:

3a MeEcEKy:
PorMexico:

ad referendum

ForParaguay:
Pour Ic Paraguay:

3a Haparnatl:
Porci Paraguay:
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For theRepublic of the Philippines:
Pourla Républiquedes Philippines:

3a cI~H2rnflflHHb1:
For Filipinas:

For Poland:
PourIa Pologne:

3a llorniny:
Por Polonia:

For SaudiArabia:
Pour1’Arabie saoudite:

3a Cay~oBcKy1oApanmo:
ForArabia Saudita:

For Syria:
Pourla Sync:

3a Caprno:
Por Siria:

For the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic:
Pour Ia RCpubliquesoviétiquesocialistc d’Ukraine:

3a Yupanuci<yioCoBeTcKyIo Co1u~aJrncTH~ecKy1oPecny6JInKy:
Por ia Rep~iblicaSocialistaSoviéticaUcraniana:

L. I. MEDVED
I. I. KALTCHENKO

For the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics:
Pour I’Union des Républiquessoviétiques socialistes:

3a CoioaCOBCTCI<HX Cou~a~McTnqec1(MxPecny6rn~K:
Por la Unión de RepüblicasSocialistasSoviéticas:

F. G. KROTKOV

~Sous reserve de ratification.
2 Sous reserve de ratification. Je signe sous reserve d’approbation par mon Gouvernement.

Subject to ratification by the Supreme ‘Sous reserve de ratification par le Conseil
Council of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist supreme de Ia République socialistesoviCtique
Republic. d’Ukraine.

Subject to ratification by the Presidium of Sous reserve tie ratification par le Prési-
the Supreme Council of the USSR. dium du Conseil supreme de l’Union des

rCpubliques socialistessoviCtiqucs.

H. L~it&
Waifrido x~LEON ad referendum

Edward GRZEGORZEWSKI

ad referendum

Dr. Yahia NASRI Subject to ratification.’
Dr. MEDHAT Cheikh-A1-Ardh

Dr. C. Tanri Subjectto ratification.’

Z. N. BARKER Subject to ratification. I
sign subject to approval
and confirmation by my
Government.2

For Turkey:
Pour la Turquie:

3a Typiuno:
PorTurquia:

Iloji ycjIoIsueM parmlmKa-
1~HBcpxosrn~iaCoseroM
YCCP.~

flog yc~ioSsieMpaTn4fllKa-
stiEs flpe3sutnYMoM Bep-
xosnoro CoBeTa CCCP.~
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For the Union of South Africa: H. S. GEAR ad referendum
Pour l’Union Sud-Africaine:

3a Ithnno-A4~pa~aacicaflCooa:
Por Ia Uni6n Sudafricana~

For the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern Ireland:
Pour Ic Royaume-Uni de Grande-Bretagne et d’Irlande du Nord:

3a Coe.iusaeiiaoeRopoEencTaoBennKo~pnTaanH:
Porci ReinoUnido de Ia GranBretafia:

Melville D. MACKENZIE
G. E. YATES

For the United Statesof America: Thomas PARRAN Subject to approval.’
Pour les Etats-Unisd’Améniquc: Martha M. ELIOT

~ ~: Frank G. BoUDREAU
3a Coe.anueuHbzeLUTamI AMepincn:
For los EstadosUnidos tic America:

For Uruguay: Jos6A. MOnA ad referendum
PourI’Uruguay: R. RIvERo
&~: CarlosM. BARBEROUSSE

3a Ypyrnali:
Por ci Uruguay:

For Venezuela: A. ARREAZA GUZMAN ad referendum
Pour Ic Venezuela:

3a BeHecynJIy:
For Venezuela:

For Yugoslavia: Dr. A. STAMPAR With reservation as to rati-
Pourla Yougosiavie: fication.’

3a IOroc~samuo:
PorYugoslavia:

For Afghanistan:
Pour I’Afghanistan:

3a A4wanncTa’u:
PorAfganistán:

‘Sous reserved’approbation.

‘Sous reserve de ratification.
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ForAlbania: T. JAKOVA Avec reserve
1

.
Pour1’Albanie:
~
3a AE6aHuIo:
ForAlbania:

For Austria: Dr. Manius KAISER With reservation.’
Pour I’Autniche:

3a ABcvpiuo:
For Austria:

ForBulgaria: Dr. D. P. ORAH0vATZ Subject to ratification.’
PourIa Bulgarie:

3a Bonraprno:
PorBulgaria:

For Eire: JohnD. MACCORMACK
Pour1’Eire: Subject to acceptance.

4

3a I4p~iasgrsro:
Por Irianda:

For Finland: Osmos TtJRPEINEN ad referendum
PourIa Finlande:

3rHJI~iu~HIo:
For Finlandia:

For Hungary: Aladar SZEGEDY-MASZAK
Pour Ia Hongnic: February19th, 1947. Subject to ratification.’

3a Benrpino:
For Hungria:

For Iceland:
Pour 1’Islandc:

3a J4cJraRJtrno:
Por Islandia:

For Italy: Giovanni Alberto CANAr’ERIA

Pour 1’Italie: Subject to ratification.’
~JcjIJ :
3a I1TaJntlo:
Por Italia:

‘With reservation.
2 Sous reserve.
‘Sous reserve tie ratification.
‘Sous reserved’acceptation.
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For Portugal: Francisco C. CAMBOURNAC
Pour le Portugal: Subject to ratification.’

3a flopTyraJnno:
Por Portugal:

For Rumania:
Pour Ia Roumanie:

3a PyMbrnnIo:
PorRumania:

For Siam: Bunliang TAMTHAI Subject to approval.
2

Pour Ic Siam:

3a CHaM:
Por Siam:

For Sweden: Hermann ERIKSS0N Subject to ratification.’
Pour la Suede: January13, 1947.

3a LUneunio:
For Suecia:

For Switzerland: Dr. J. EU0STER Sou~reserve de ratification’.
Pour Ia Suisse: A. SAUTER

3a fflact~uapnio:
PorSuiza:

For Transjordan: Dr. D. P. TUTUNJI Subject to ratification.’
Pour Ia Transjordanie:

3a Tpancnopjtarnno:
For Transjordania:

For Yemen:
Pourle Yemen:

3a l~IeMeH:
For Yemen:

I Sous rCservetie ratification
‘Sous reserved’approbation.
‘Subject to ratification.
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