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TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION

No. 431. PROTOCOL OF THE JOINT FRENCH-NORWEGIAN
COMMISSION CONCERNING COMMERCIAL AND
FINANCIAL QUESTIONS. SIGNED AT PARIS, ON 9 FEB-
RUARY 1949

The Joint French-NorwegianCommission,provided under article 4 of the
CommercialAgreementof 11 June 1948,’ met in Paris from 26 Januaryto
9 February1949.

It was composedof:

France:

Ministry of ForeignAffairs
Mr. Lucien F~LIx,Consul-General,Chairman
Mr. MICHEL, Secretaryof Embassy
Mr. LE GUEN DE KERGOLAN, Secretaryof the Delegation

Ministry of EconomicAffairs
Mr. LEGUE, FrenchCommercial Counsellorat Oslo
Mr. METTETAL, Administrator
Mr. MARET DE GRENANT, Chargéde mission (North Africa Department)

Ministry of Finance
Mr. CAU, Administrator

Ministry of IndustryandCommerce
Mr. Zucco, Chargéde mission

Ministry of Agriculture
Miss NAUDAN, Administrator

Ministry of Mercantile Marine

Mr. LORANCHET, Headof Section
Mr. PASTEAU, Head of Section

Ministry of France Overseas

Mr. PAPILLARD, Colonial Administrator

Came into force on 9 February1949, by signature.
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Office of the High Commissionerfor Food

:~rr.GATIGNOL, Chargéde mission

Bank of France

Mr. BONNET, Inspector

Norway:

Ministry of ForeignAffairs

Mr. BOYE, Head of Division, Chairman
Mr. JORGENSEN,NorwegianCommercial Counsellorat Paris
Mr. LYDVO, Secretary

Ministry of Commerce

Mr. CAPPELEN,Headof Division
Mr. HOGEVOLD, Headof Division

Bank of Norway

Mr. BORRENSEN,Headof Section

Federationof CelluloseManufacturers

Mr. MICHELET, Director

Shipowners’Association

Mr. SELAND

A. SITUATION UNDER THE COMMERCIAL AND PAYMENTS AGREEMENTS

The two delegationsnotedthat the issueof import licenceswithin thequotas
fixed under the CommercialAgreementof 11 June1948 hadso far beencarried
out undervery satisfactoryconditions.

The Norwegian delegationstated that from the entry into force of the
agreementuntil 31 December1948 the Norwegianauthoritieshad issuedimport
licencesfor Frenchproductsup to an amount of 174 million crowns (the total
value of lists A andAl being estimatedat approximately208 million crowns).

The Frenchdelegationstatedthat during the sameperiodthe value of the
licencesissued for the importation into France of Norwegiangoodsamounted
approximatelyto 130 million crowns (the total value of lists B and B 1 being
estimatedat 148 million crowns).

As regardsthe operationof the PaymentsAgreement,it should be noted
that, whereasthe balanceof French-Norwegianaccountshad beenconsistently
unfavourableto France since 1946, the accountswere nearer to becoming
balancedat the beginningof 1949.

N°431
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B. COMMERCIAL QUESTIONS

The two delegations agreedupon the following provisions:

(1) The products in list A2 appended hereto shall be added, in the quantities
and to the valuesset out therein, to list A of the CommercialAgreement
of 11 June 1948.

(2) The products in list B2 appendedheretoshall be added,in the quantities
and to the values set out therein, to list B of the CommercialAgreement
of 11 June 1948.

(3) The allocation of the quota in list B of one million crowns for “herrings
and other dried, salted or smokedfish”, which was modified in the first
instanceby the Joint Commission’sProcès-Verbalof 13 October1948,shall
be fixed as follows:

Metropolitan France Nil

Colonies 550,000 Norwegian crowns

New overseasdepartments(Martinique,

Guadeloupe,Guiana,Reunion) 450,000Norwegiancrowns

(4) The French delegation requested the Norwegian delegation to be so good
as to approachits Governmentwith a view to studying the possibility of
authorizingthetransferto Franceof a certain numberof merchantvessels,
it being understood that the French authoritieswould be ready, in return,
to grantadditional licencesfor the export to Norway of Frenchgoodsand,
in particular, iron and steel products. The Norwegian delegation agreed
to takethe necessarysteps.

(5) Talks are now taking place at Oslo with a view to laying down the con-
ditions for alumina and aluminium barter transactionsduring 1949.

Pendingthe completion of thosenegotiations,the two delegationsagreed
to the temporaryprolongationof the French-Norwegianarrangementof 29 July
1948 on the following basis:

(a) France will export 3,800 tons of alumina to Norway without payment.

(b) Of the 1,900 (one thousandnine hundred) tons of aluminium produced
from these3,800 tons of alumina, 1,300tonswill be importedinto France
without paymentand600 tonswill be reservedfor salein Norway or for
export which may take place only with the prior consent of the Norwegian
authorities.
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(c) The paymentof 1,200,000 crowns (one million two hundred thousand)
representingpart of the conversioncosts will be settledwithin the terms
of the French-NorwegianPaymentsAgreement.

C. FINANCIAL QUESTIONS

(1) Thetwo delegationsnotedthatthetrendof thecurrentbalanceof French-
Norwegian paymentshad not yet given rise to the exerciseby France of the
drawing right in respectof 5 million dollars establishedin favour of Franceby
Norway underarticle 9, part II, of the Agreementfor intra-Europeanpayments
and compensationsof 16 October 1948.

In order to meet this situation, the two delegations drew up a special pro-
gramme of goods to be exported from Norway to France of a value corresponding
to 50 per cent of the amount of the drawing, namely, the equivalentof 2’/~
million dollars. These goods, which include 50,000 tons of mechanical pulp
and 2,500 tons of rayon cellulose, appearin list B2 annexedto this Procès-
Verbal.

Both delegationsmade reservations,each in so far as it was concerned,
regarding the inferenceswhich might be drawn by their Governmentsif the
drawing right hadnot beenfully exercisedby 30 June1949.

(2) The Norwegiandelegationpointed out that the regular Norwegian lines
betweenthe United Statesand France wereencounteringgreatdifficulties in the
transportto France of goods delivered underthe MarshallPlan. Thesedifficulties
weredueto the fact that the competentFrenchauthoritiesoften refusedto issue
import licences involving freight chargesin foreign currencies.

The Frenchdelegationstatedthat the French authoritiesconcernedwere
giving full considerationto thesedifficulties and that this question,which was
linked with the operationof the E.R.P.and arose in other countries also, had
been raised at the meeting of the Maritime Transport Committee of the
O.E.E.C. held on 31 January1949. The French delegationconsideredthat
the problemcouldbe solvedonly within the framework of the O.E.E.C.

DONE at Paris,on 9 February1949.

TheChairmanof the TheChairmanof the
Norwegiandelegation: French delegation:

(Signed) Thore BOYE (Signed) Lucien Fftix
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LIST A2

FRENCH ExPORTS TO NORWAY

Value in
millions of

Quantity francs

Spices,including vanilla — 5
Beeswax — 1.5
Wines and spirits —

Gypsum 500 tons —

Caustic potash 200 tons —

Blood albumen 50 tons
Water, alcohol and ether tannins 5 tons —

Essential oils — 5
Animal glues —

Gelatines — 10
Amorphouscarbonelectrodesand brasquingvessels Not specified —

Sheepskins — 10
Dressedfur skins and fur skins sewedtogetherin the form of

sheets — 106
Made-upfur skins 26
Colonial woodsother than okoumé 500 tons —

Veneers — 5
Cigarettepaperin rolls —

Woollen threadand yarn, cardedand combed 88
Woollen threadand yarn for handknitting — 13
Flax spun yarns — 10
Linen threadfor sewingand boot and shoemanufacture — 10
Mending thread — 13
Woollen fabrics — 20
Silk or rayon fabrics — 20
Various cotton fabrics — 20
Tulles, veiling and guipures —

Bleached sailcloth — 10
Silk or rayon ribbons —

Woollen stockings — 16
Machine thread 500 tons —

Commercial steels 5,500 tons —

Wheel tyres 700 tons -_

Welded tubes 1,000 tons —

Cast-iron pipes 1,000 tons
Ribbed tubes 300 tons —

High-pressurepipes 1,000 tons —.

Wire-drawn and drawn articles 1,500 tons — --

Bath-tubs — 5
Fasteners,press-buttons,hooks, etc. — 5
Petrol and Diesel engines, and detached parts thereof, for

agriculture, industry and public works 16
Pumps,compressors,etc., and detachedparts thereof 5
Public works material 19
Detachedparts and fittings of automobiles 15
Sundry electricalmachinery, including largeapparatus,electric

motors and generators 148
Apparatusfor regulation,control and measurement,etc 26
Fishing tackle, in particular, castsand nylon lines 13
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LIST B2

NORWEGIAN EXPORTS TO FRANCE

Value in
thousandsof
Norwegian

Quantity crowns

Rawfur skins — 2,500
Raw seal skins — 300
Essenced’Orient
Fish oil for the canning industry 700 tons~ —

Marine oil for industrial purposes 500 tons —

Medicinal cod-liver oil 200 tons —

Veterinary cod-liver oil 100 tons —

Cod’s roe 3,000 barrels’ —

Whalebone 20
Granite and labrador, including pavingblocks 500 tons —

Feldspar 1,000 tons —

Cement (for the colonies) 20,000 tons —

Pyrites 10,000 tons —

Cadmium 15 tons —

Calcium carbide Not specified —

Refined aluminium 150 tons —

Mechanical pulp (wet weight) 50,000 tons’ —

Chemical paper pulp 7,000 tons
4

—

Rayon cellulose pulp 4,500 tons —

Kraft paper 1,500 tons’
Uncoated heliogravurepaper 300 tons —

Various types of paper — 550’
Miscellaneous (for the new overseasdepartments) — 300

Including 200 tons for North Africa.
~ additional quantities as available; of the 3,000 barrels,300 are reservedfor North

Africa.
Including 1,000 tonsfor the colonies.
Including 300 tonsfor the colonies.

‘Including 200 tonsfor North Africa, 200 tons for the coloniesand 200 tonsfor thenew
overseasdepartments.

‘Including 300,000Norwegian crowns for North Africa and 250,000Norwegian crowns
for the colonies.
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