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No. 175. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS
AND THE INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION
UNION APPROVED BY THE PLENIPOTENTIARY CON-
FERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNI-
CATION UNION ON 4 SEPTEMBER 1947 AND BY THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS ON
15 NOVEMBER 1947

PREAMBLE

In considerationof the provisions of Article 57 of the Charter of the
United Nations and of article 26 of the Convention of the International
TelecommunicationUnion of Atlantic City 1947, the United Nations and the
International TelecommunicationUnion agreeas follows;

Article I

TheUnited Nationsrecognizesthe InternationalTelecommunicationUnion
(hereinaftercalled Union) as the specialized agency responsible for taking
such action as may be appropriateunder its basicinstrumentfor the accom-
plishment of the purposesset forth therein.

Article II

RECIPROCAL REPRESENTATION

1. The United Nations shall be invited to send representativesto
participate, without vote, in the deliberationsof all the plenipotentiary and
administrative conferencesof the Union. It shall also, after appropriate
consultation,beinvited to sendrepresentativesto attendinternationalconsultative
committeesor any other meetingsconvenedby the Union, with the right to
participate,without vote, in the discussionof items of interest to the United
Nations.

2. The Union shall be invited to sendrepresentativesto attend meetings
of the GeneralAssemblyof the United Nations for the purposesof consultation
on telecommunicationmatters.

Cameinto force provisionally on 15 November 1947, in accordancewith article XIX,
paragraph1; came into force formally on 1 January 1949, in accordancewith article XIX,
paragraph2.
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3. The Union shall be invited to sendrepresentativesto be presentat the
meetingsof the Economicand Social Council of theUnited Nationsand of the
TrusteeshipCouncil andof their commissionsor committees,and to participate,
without vote, in the deliberationsthereof with respectto items on the agenda
in which the Union may be concerned.

4. The Union shall be invited to sendrepresentativesto attend meetings
of the main committees of the General Assembly when matters within the
competenceof the Union are under discussion, and to participate, without
vote, in such discussions.

5. Written statementspresentedby the Union shall be distributed by the
Secretariatof the United Nations to the membersof the General Assembly,
the Economic and Social Council and its commissions,and the Trusteeship
Council, as appropriate.Similarly, written statementspresentedby the United
Nations shallbe distributedby the Union to its members.

Article III

PROPOSAL OF AGENDA ITEMS

After such preliminary consultation as may be necessary,the Union shall
include in the agenda of plenipotentiary or administrative conferencesor
meetingsof other organsof the Union, items proposedto it by the United
Nations.Similarly, the Economic and Social Council and its commissionsand
the Trusteeship Council shall include in their agendaitems proposedby the
conferencesor other organs of the Union.

Article IV

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS

1. The Union, having regardto the obligation of the United Nations to
promotethe objectivesset forth in Article 55 of the Charter,and the function
andpower of theEconomicandSocial Council underArticle 62 of the Charter
to make or initiate studies and reportswith respectto internationaleconomic,
social, cultural, educational, health and related matters and to make
recommendationsconcerningthesemattersto the specializedagenciesconcerned,
and having regard also to the responsibility of the United Nations, under
Articles58 and63 of the Charter,to makerecommendationsfor theco-ordination
of the policies and activities of such specializedagencies,agreesto arrangefor
the submissionas soonas possibleto its appropriateorgan, for suchaction as
may seemproper, of all formal recommendationswhich the United Nations
may make to it.
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2. The Union agreesto enterinto consultationwith the United Nations
upon requestwith respect to such recommendations,and in due course to
report to the United Nations on the action taken by the Union or by its
membersto give effect to such recommendations,or on the other results of
their consideration.

3. The Union will co-operatein whatever further measuresmay be
necessaryto make co-ordination of the activities of specialized agenciesand
thoseof the United Nationsfully effective. In particular,it agreesto co-operate
with any body or bodieswhich the EconomicandSocial Council may establish
for thepurposeof facilitating suchco-ordination,andto furnishsuchinformation
as may be requiredfor the carrying out of this purpose.

Article V

EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS

1. Subjectto such arrangementsas may be necessaryfor the safeguarding
of confidential material, the fullest and promptest exchangeof appropriate
information and documentsshall be madebetweenthe United Nations andthe
Union to meet the requirementsof each.

2. Without prejudice to the generality of the provisionsof the preceding
paragraph:

(a) The Union shall submit to the United Nations an annualreport on
its activities;

(b) The Union shall comply to the fullest extent practicablewith any
requestwhich the UnitedNationsmay makefor the furnishingof specialreports,
studiesor information;

(c) The Secretary-Generalof the United Nations shall, upon request,
consultwith the appropriateauthority of the Union ~with a view to providing
to the Union such information as may be of specialinterest to it.

Article VI

ASSISTANCE TO THE UNITED NATIONS

The Union agreesto co-operatewith and to render all possibleassistance
to the United Nations, its principal and subsidiary organs,in accordancewith
the United Nations Charterandthe InternationalTelecommunicationConven-
tion, taking fully into accountthe particular position of the individual members
of the Union who are not membersof the United Nations.
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Article VII -

RELATIONS WITH THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE

1. The Union agreesto furnish anyinformationwhich may be requested
by the InternationalCourt of Justice in pursuanceof Article 34 of the Statute
of the Court.

2. The GeneralAssemblyauthorizesthe Union to requestadvisoryopinions
of the InternationalCourt of Justiceon legal questionsarisingwithin the scope
of its competenceother than questionsconcerningthe mutual relationshipsof
the Union and the United Nations or otherspecializedagencies.

3. Such requestmay be addressedto the Court by the Plenipotentiary
Conferenceor the AdministrativeCouncil actingin pursuanceof an authorization
by the PlenipotentiaryConference.

4. Whenrequestingthe InternationalCourt of Justiceto give an advisory
opinion the Union shall inform the Economicand Social Council of the request.

Article VIII

PERSONNEL ARRANGEMENTS

1. The United Nations and the Union agree to develop, as far as is
practicable,common personnelstandards,methodsand arrangementsdesigned
to avoid seriousdiscrepanciesin terms and conditionsof employment,to avoid
competitionin recruitmentof personnel,and to facilitate any mutually desirable
interchangeof personnelin order to obtain the maximum benefit from their
services.

2. The United Nations and the Union agreeto co-operateto the fullest
extent possible in achievingtheseends.

Article IX

STATISTICAL

1. The United Nations and the Union agree to strive for maximum
co-operation,the elimination of all undesirableduplication betweenthem, and
the most efficient use of their technicalpersonnelin their respectivecollection,
analysis, publication, standardization, improvement and dissemination of
statisticalinformation. They agreeto combinetheir efforts to securethe greatest
possibleusefulnessand utilization of statistical information and to minimize the
burdensplacedupon nationalGovernmentsandother organizationsfrom which
such information may be collected.

NQ. 175
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2. The Union recognizesthe United Nations as the central agency for
thecollection,analysis,publication,standardization,improvementanddissemina-
tion of statisticsserving the general purposesof internationalorganizations.

3. The United Nations recognizesthe Union as the central agency
responsiblefor the collection,analysis,publication,standardization,improvement
and disseminationof statisticswithin its special sphere,without prejudice to
the rights of the United Nations to concernitself with such statisticsso far as
that may be essentialfor its own purposesor for the improvementof statistics
throughoutthe world. All decisionsas to the form in which its servicedocuments
are compiled rest with the Union.

4. In order to build up a central collection of statistical information for
general use,it is agreedthat datasuppliedto the Union for incorporationin
its basicstatisticalseriesor special reportsshould, as far as is practicable,be
made available to the United Nations upon request.

5. It is agreedthat datasupplied to the United Nations for incorporation
in its basicstatistical seriesor special reports should, so far as is practicable
and appropriate,be made available to the Union upon request.

Article X

ADMINISTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL SERVICES

1. The United Nations and the Union recognizethe desirability, in the
interestsof the most efficient use of personnelandresources,of avoiding,when-
ever possible, the establishmentof competitive or overlapping services, and
when necessaryto consult thereonto achievetheseends.

2. Arrangementsshall be made between the United Nations and the
Union with regard to the registrationand deposit of official documents.

Article XI

BUDGETARY AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

1. The budget or the proposedbudget of the Union shall be transmitted
to the United Nations at the sametime as such budget is transmittedto the
membersof the Union, and the GeneralAssemblymay makerecommendations
thereonto the Union.
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2. The Union shall be entitled to sendrepresentativesto participate,with-
out vote, in the deliberationsof the GeneralAssembly or any committeethereof
at all timeswhen the budgetof the Union is under consideration.

Article XII

FINANCING OF SPECIAL SERVICES

1. In the eventof the Union being faced with the necessityof incurring
substantialextra expenseas a result of any requestwhich the United Nations
may makefor specialreports,studiesor assistancein accordancewith arfcle VI
or with any otherprovisionsof this agreement,consultationshalltakeplacewith
a view to determiningthe most equitablemannerin which such expenseshall
be borne.

2. Consultationbetweenthe United Nations andthe Union shall similarly
takeplacewith a view to makingsuch arrangementsas may be found equitable
for covering the costs of central administrative,technical or fiscal servicesor
facilities or other special assistancerequestedby the Union and provided by
the United Nations.

Article XIII

UNITED NATIONS LAISSEZ-PASSER

Officials of the Union shall havethe right to use the laissez-passerof the
United Nations in accordancewith special arrangementsto be negotiated
between the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations and the competent
authoritiesof the Union.

Article XIV

INTER-AGENCY AGREEMENTS

1. The Union agrees to inform the Economic and Social Council of
the nature and scope of any formal agreementcontemplatedbetween the
Union and anyotherspecializedagencyor other inter-governmentalorganization
or international non-governmentalorganization, and further will inform the
Economic and Social Council of the details of any such agreement,when
concluded.

2. The United Nationsagreesto inform the Union of the natureandscope
of any formal agreementcontemplatedby any other specialized agencieson
matterswhich might be of concernto the Union and further will inform the
Union of the details of any such agreement,when concluded.
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Article XV

LIAISON

1. The United Nations and the Union agreeto the foregoingprovisions
in the belief that they will contribute to the maintenanceof effective liaison
betweenthe two Organizations.They affirm their intention of taking whatever
measuresmay be necessaryto this end.

2. The liaison arrangementsprovided for in this agreementshall apply,
as far as is appropriate, to the relations betweenthe Union and the United
Nations, including its branch and regionaloffices.

Article XVI

UNITED NATIONS TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICES

1. The Union recognizesthat it is important that the United Nations
shall benefit by the samerights as the membersof the Union for operating
telecommunicationservices.

2. The United Nations undertakesto operate the telecommunication
services under its control in accordancewith the terms of the International
TelecommunicationConventionand the regulationsannexedthereto.

3. The precise arrangementsfor implementing this article shall be dealt
with separately.

Article XVII

IMPLEMENTATION OF AGREEMENT

The Secretary-Generalof the United Nations and the appropriate
authority of the Union may enter into such supplementaryarrangementsfor

the implementationof this agreementas may be found desirable.

Article XVIII

REVISION

On six months’ notice given on either side, this agreementshall be subject

to revision by agreementbetweenthe United Nations and the Union.
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Article XIX

ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This agreementwill come into force provisionally after approvalby
the GeneralAssembly of the United Nations and the PlenipotentiaryTelecom-
munication Conferenceat Atlantic City in 1947.

2. Subject to the aforementionedapproval, the agreementwill formally
enter into force at the same time as the International Telecommunication
Convention concludedat Atlantic City in 1947,or at someearlier dateas may
be arrangedfor by a decision of the Union.

PROTOCOL CONCERNING THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE
INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION. SIGNED
ON 26 APRIL 1949

Article 57 of the Charterof the United Nations providesthat specialized
agenciesestablishedby inter-governmentalagreementand having wide inter-
national responsibilities as defined in their basic instruments in economic,
social, cultural, educational, health and related fields shall be brought into
relationshipwith the United Nations. Article 63 of the Charterprovidesthat
the Economic and Social Council may enterinto agreementswith any of the
agenciesreferred to in Article 57, defining the terms on which the agency
concernedshall be brought into relationship with the United Nations, and
specifiesthat such agreementsshall be subject to approval by the General
Assembly.

On 28 March 1947, the Economicand Social Council, during its fourth
session,directedits Committeeon Negotiationswith Inter-GovernmentalAgencies
to enter into negotiations at the appropriatetime with the InternationalTele-
communicationUnion for the purposeof bringing it into relationship with the
United Nations and to submit a report on the negotiationsto the Council
including therein a draft preliminary agreementbasedupon thesenegotiations.

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication

Union which met in Atlantic City from May to October 1947, having been
informed of the aforementioneddecisionof the Economicand Social Council,
appointed a Committee to enter into negotiationswith the United Nations
Committee on Negotiations with Inter-GovernmentalAgencies to preparea
draft agreement.
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Negotiations between the Committee on Negotiations with Inter-
GovernmentalAgencies of the Economic and Social Council and the Nego-
tiating Committee of the International TelecommunicationUnion took place
at LakeSuccesson 12, 13 and 14 August1947 andresultedin adraft agreement,
which was signed by Mr. Walter M. Kotschnig, Acting Chairman of the
Committee of the Economic and Social Council on Negotiations with Inter-
GovernmentalAgencies,andSir Harold Shoobert,Chairmanof the Negotiating
Committeeof the InternationalTelecommunicationUnion.

On 16 August 1947 the Economic and Social Council, during its fifth
session, recommendedthe agreementbetween the United Nations and the
International TelecommunicationUnion to the General Assembly for its
approval, with the reservation that approval of the agreementwould be
conditional on a decision by the Plenipotentiary Conferenceof the Union,
having the effect of bringing the Union into full compliancewith the resolution
passedby the GeneralAssemblyon 12 December1946 with regardto Franco
Spain.

On 4 September1947 the PlenipotentiaryConferenceof the International
TelecommunicationUnion which met in Atlantic City for the purpose of
revising the InternationalTelecommunicationConventionunanimouslyapproved
the draft agreementwhich subsequentlywas annexedto the revisedConvention.

On 2 October 1947 the PlenipotentiaryConferenceof the International
TelecommunicationUnion approvedArticle 1 of the revised Convention on
the compositionof the Union, the provisionsof which had the effect of bringing
the Union into full compliance with the resolution passedby the General
Assembly on 12 December1946 with regardto FrancoSpain.

On 11 October 1947 the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations, upon
request of the Secretary-Generalof the International Telecommunication
Conferencesat Atlantic City, proposedto the GeneralAssembly an additional
article on the use of the United Nations laissez-passer,to be insertedin the
draft agreement.

The Agreement between the United Nations and the International
TelecommunicationUnion, with the insertion in the Agreementof the article
on the use of the United Nations laissez-passer,was approvedby the General
Assembly during its secondregularsessionon 15 November1947.

Article XVIII of the Agreementprovidesthat this Agreementshall come
into force provisionally on its approvalby the GeneralAssemblyof the United
Nations and the Plenipotentiary TelecommunicationConferenceat Atlantic
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City in 1947. The Agreement accordingly came into force provisionally on
15 November 194.7.

Article XVIII of the Agreement further provides that subject to the
aforementionedapproval,the Agreementshall formally enterinto force at the
same time as the International TelecommunicationConventionconcluded at
Atlantic City in 1947.The InternationalTelecommunicationConventionentered
into force on 1 January 1949.

The Agreementaccordinglycameinto force on 1 January 1949.

IN FAITH WHEREOF we have appendedour signaturesthis 26th day of
April one thousandnine hundredand forty-nine, to two original copiesof the
present Protocol, the text of which consists of versions in the English and
Frenchlanguageswhich are equally authentic. One of the original copieswill
be depositedwith the Secretariatof the United Nations and the other will be
depositedwith the Secretariatof the InternationalTelecommunicationUnion.

Trygve LIE
Secretary-Generalof the United Nations

Fr. V. ERNST

Secretary-General
of the InternationalTelecommunicationUnion
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