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No. 508. EXCHANGE OF NOTES’ CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE GOVERN-
MENT OF NEW ZEALAND CONCERNING VISAS FOR
TRAVEL BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND NEW ZEALAND. WELLINGTON, 14 MARCH 1949

No. 1

Mr. R. L. Scottento Mr. Peter Frazer

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Wellington, 14 March, 1949
Sir,

With reference to recent conversationsbetween representativesof this
Embassy and the Ministry of External Affairs regarding arrangementsto
facilitate non-immigrant travel, I have the honor to inform you that the
Governmentof the United Statesis preparedto concludewith the Government
of New Zealand an agreementby an exchangeof notes in the following
terms: —

(1) New Zealandcitizens in possessionof valid passportsissued by the
Governmentof New Zealandandendorsed“New ZealandCitizen”
traveling to the United Statesand its possessionswho are bona fide
non-immigrantswithin the meaning of the immigration laws of
the United States and who are eligible to receive visas, will be
grantednon-immigrantpassportvisas at a reducedfee of 2 dollars
or the equivalentin foreign currency; no fee is to be collected for
executionof applicationstherefor.Diplomatic visasandofficial visas,
as well as visas issuedunder the provisiOns of section 3 (7) of the
Immigration Act of 1924, as amended,will, however,continue to
be granted without fee to qualified applicantswho are traveling
to the United Statesand its possessions.

Came into force on 1 April 1949, by the exchangeand according to the terms of the
said notes.
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(2) United Statescitizens in possessionof valid passportsissued by the
Governmentof the United Statesof America proceedingto New
Zealand, New Zealand Island Territories and the Trust Territory
of Western Samoa, will be granted passport visas (other than
single-entry transit visas) at a fee of 2 dollars or the equivalent
in foreign currency. Diplomatic visas and official visas, as well as
visas issued to officers and employeesof organizationsdeclaredby
the Governor-Generalto be organizationswithin the meaning of
section 3 (1) of the Diplomatic Privileges Extension Act, 1947,
however, will be grantedwithout fee to qualified applicantswho
are in possessionof valid passportsissued by the Governmentof
the United States of America and who are traveling to New
Zealand, New Zealand Island Territories and the Trust Territory
of Western Samoa.

(3) A visa for a single journey in transit through New Zealand, New
Zealand Island Territories and the Trust Territory of Western
Samoa,will be grantedwithout fee.

(4) A transit certificate valid for a single application for admission in
transit on a continuousjourney through the United Statesand its
possessionsand a limited entry certificatevalid for the duration of
a vessel’sstay in a United Statesport will be grantedwithout fee.

(5) Non-immigrant passport visas granted to New Zealand citizens in
possessionof valid passportsissued by the Governmentof New
Zealand and endorsed “New Zealand Citizen” who qualify as
temporary visitors under the provisions of section 3 (2) of the
ImmigrationAct of 1924, asamended,will bevalid for anynumber
of applicationsfor admissioninto theUnited Statesandits possessions
during the period of 24 months from date of issuanceprovided
that the passportsof the bearersremain valid for that period of
time or should they expire are revalidatedprior to the expiration
date of the visa. All other non-immigrantpassportvisas grantedto
qualified NewZealandcitizensin possessionof valid passportswill be
valid under the samecondition for a period of time not to exceed
12 months from dateof issuance.The period of validity of a visa
relatesonly to th~periodwithin which it may be usedin connection
with an applicationfor admissionat a port of entry into theUnited
Statesand its possessions,and not to the length of stay in the
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United States which may be permitted the bearer after he is
admitted. The period of time an alien may be permitted to stay
in the United Statesis determinedby the immigration authorities
at the time the alien is admitted.

(6) Passportvisas other than multiple-entry transit visas grantedto United
States citizens in possessionof valid passports issued by the
Governmentof the United Statesof America will be valid for any
number of applications for admission into New Zealand, New
Zealand Island Territories and the Trust Territory of Western
Samoaduringa period of 24 monthsfrom dateof issuanceprovided
that the passportsof the bearersremainvalid for that period of
time or should they expire are revalidatedprior to the expiration
date of the visa. Multiple-entry transit visas will be valid for
12 monthson the sameterms.

2. The foregoingarrangementswill not apply in respectof the grant of
visas to aliensapplying for admissioninto the United Statesand its possessions,
witli the privilege of residing permanentlytherein. The fee for such visa and
application therefor is 10 dollars or the equivalent in foreign currency as
prescribedby the Immigration Act of 1924. Furthermore,it is understoodthat
this agreementwill not exemptUnited Statescitizens traveling to New Zealand,
New Zealand Island Territories and the Trust Territory of Western Samoa,
and those New Zealand citizens covered by the agreementtraveling to the
United States and its possessionsfrom the necessityof complying with the
respectiveNew Zealandand United Stateslaws and regulationsconcerningthe
entry, residence(temporary or permanent) and employmentor occupationof
foreigners and that travelers who are unable to satisfy the Immigration
Authorities that they comply with theselaws and regulationsare liable to be
refused leave to enter or land.

3. If the New ZealandGovernmentare preparedto acceptthe foregoing
provisionsthe presentnote and your reply in similar terms shouldbe regarded
as placing on record the agreementbetweenthe two Governmentswhich will
take effect on April 1, 1949.

Pleaseaccept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

(Signed) R. L. SCOTTEN
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No.2

Mr. Peter Fraser to Mr. R. L. Scotten.

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Wellington, 14 March, 1949
Sir,

I havethe honourto acknowledgethe receipt of your letter of 14 March,
1949, in which, with a view to facilitating non-immigrant travel betweenour
two countries, you suggestthat an Agreementbe concludedin the following
terms:

[See note No. 1]

3. I have the honour to inform you that the New Zealand Government
are preparedto acceptthe foregoingprovisionsand they agreethat your note
and my presentreply shouldbe regardedas placing on record an Agreement
betweenthe two Governmentsto comeinto force on 1 April, 1949.

I have,&c.,

P. FRASER

Minister of External Affairs
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