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No. 53°. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE
UNITED STATESOF AMERICA AND THE UNITED KING-
DOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
RELATING TO THE FURNISHING OF MILITARY EQUIP-
MENT AND SUPPLIES TO THE GOVERNMENT OF
GREECEFOR THE GREEK ARMED FORCES. WASHING-
TON, 25 JULY AND 9 OCTOBER 1947

I

The Secretaryof State to the British Chargé d’Affaires ad interim

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

July 25 1947

Sir:

Due to the lapseof time betweenthe approvalof the Act to Provide for
Assistanceto Greece and Turkey, effective May 22, 1947,2 and the actual
arrival of Americanmilitary equipmentandsuppliesin Greece,the Government
of the United Stateswishes to establishan arrangementwith the Government
of the United Kingdom which would:

(1) provide for the continuation of the furnishing of such supplies and
equipment by the United Kingdom as are necessaryfor the Greek military
program until United Statessupplies arrive in Greece;

(2) provide for the continuedprocurementby the Governmentof the United
Kingdom of certain suppliesrequiredby the Greek Armed Forceswhich the
Governmentof the United Statesis not now in a position to provide from its
own resources.

Pendingfurther arrangements,the Governmentof the United Stateshereby
undertakesto the extent provided in this note to pay the Governmentof the
United Kingdom for suppliesand equipmentissued, and for services incident
to the procurementand delivery of such supplies and equipmentprovided by

‘Came into force on 9 October 1947, by the exchangeof the said notes.
‘United Nations,Treaty Series,Volume 7, page 281.
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the Governmentof the United Kingdom to the Governmentof Greecefor the
Greek Armed Forcesafter May 22, 1947. Suchissuesshallbe deemedto include
all arrivals in Greece of such suppliesand equipment after May 22, 1947.
Such supplies,equipment,andservicesshallbe deemedto excludeitems which
the Governmentof the United Kingdom has agreedto provide free of charge,
including

(a) certain initial equipment and supplies for the Greek Army
provided againstdemandssubmitted bef~reMay 22, 1947 (estimatedto
be approximately£2,000,000in value);

(b) any suppliesfor the GreekAir Forcewhich were includedsubject
to availabilitiesin the Order of Battleagreedwith the British Air Ministry
in 1946 and certain special items addedthereto in 1947;

(c) any other items which the Governmentof the United Kingdom
has agreedto provide free of charge in accordancewith arrangements
previously made by the Governmentof the United Kingdom with the
Greek Governmentor against payment by the Greek Governmentfrom
funds madeavailableby the Governmentof the United Kingdom for that
purpose.

Pending the establishmentof military and naval supply programs in
accordancewith the fourth paragraphhereof, it is the understandingof the
Governmentof the United Statesthat the British authorities concernedwill
issue within reasonablelimits necessarysuppliesand equipmentbasedon their
past experienceand upon the essentialneedsof the Greek Governmentfor the
maintenanceof its military forces. The Governmentof the United States,
however,doesnot undertakefinancial responsibilityfor any issuesbeyondsuch
reasonablelimits. In order to assurethat continuingrequirementsof the Greek
Armed Forcesare met with respectto certain limited and vital equipmentand
supplieswhich the Governmentof the United Statesis not now in a position
to providefrom its own resources,it is specifically requestedthat the Government
of the United Kingdom continueprocurementof (1) food requirementsof the
GreekArmed ForcesthroughAugust 31, 1947 for 176,000men, or suchother
numberas may be agreed,on the samescaleas now used,and (2) necessary
ammunition and maintenancesupplies, in quantities agreed between repre-
sentativesof the two Governments,for equipmentof British origin now held
by the Greek Armed Forces.
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Personnelof the military and naval sectionsof the American Mission for
Aid to Greecewill have arrived in Greeceshortly after the effective date of
the Act. Theserepresentativeswill cooperatewith the British military, naval,and
air missionsin Greecein the estimationof military supply requirementswhich
might be met from British sourcesand will ordinarily requestthe Government
of the United Kingdom through appropriatechannelsto supply such categories
of supplies and equipment as the War or Navy Department may deem
appropriate.TheGovernmentof the UnitedStateswill befinancially responsible
for, but only for, all issuesmadeby the Governmentof the United Kingdom
againstsuch requests.Representativesof the Governmentof the United States
will review with representativesof the Governmentof the United Kingdom
questionsrelating to the establishmentof the basis for prices. This note, of
course, in no way affects the statusof lend-leasearticleswhich are subject to
the United States-UnitedKingdom Military HoldingsAgreementof March 27,
1946,1 any transfersof which will be madewithout chargeto the Government
of the United States. In the event that the Governmentof the United States
requests changes in procurement which require the cancellation by the
Governmentof the United Kingdom of any items previously requestedby the
Government of the United States for which procurementaction has been
initiated, the Governmentof the United Stateswill be responsiblefor any
financialloss to the Governmentof the United Kingdom in connectiontherewith.

The Governmentof the United Stateswill wish to concludemoredetailed
understandingswith respect to the pricing, methods of accounting, and of
paymentfor the equipmentand suppliesprovided by the Governmentof the
United Kingdom to the Greek Governmentin accordancewith the paragraphs
above.Pendingsuch detailedarrangements,it is requestedthat the Government
of the United Kingdom keep detailed accountsand records to facilitate the
settlementof accountsbetweenthe Governmentof the United Statesand the
Governmentof the United Kingdom.

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurancesof my high consideration.

G. C. MARSHALL

The HonorableJ. Balfour, K.C.M.G.,
Minister Plenipotentiary
British Chargé d’Affaires ad interim

‘United Nations,Treaty Series,Volume 4, page32.
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II

The British Ambassadorto the Secretaryof State

BRITISH EMBASSY,

WASHINGTON, D.C.

No. 548
(80/212/47)

9th October, 1947
Sir:

With referenceto your note of the 25th July, addressedto Mr. Balfour,
concerningthe provision of suppliesto Greece, I have the honour to inform
you that the arrangementstherein set out are acceptableto His Majesty’s
Governmentin the United Kingdom, subject to the following considerations
which are presentedby His Majesty’s Governmentfor the sakeof clarification
only.

With regard to sub-paragraph(a) of the secondparagraphof your note,
His Majesty’sGovernmentconfirm that they haveundertakento provideto the
Greek Governmentafter the 31st March, 1947, free military equipmentand
suppliesto the approximatevalue of £2 million. A considerableproportion of
the equipmentandsuppliesforming part of this gift was delivered to the Greek
Governmentbefore the 22nd May, 1947, but it is confirmed that, insofar as
deliveriesof initial equipmentandsuppliesforming the balanceof the gift are
madeafter the 22nd May, 1947, againstdemandssubmittedbefore that date,
they will be provided free by His Majesty’s Government.

His Majesty’s Governmentconfirm further that they have undertakento
provide the equipmentand suppliescoveredin the secondparagraphof your
note and that the aforementionedequipmentand suppliesconstitutethe total
amount of assistancewhich His Majesty’s Governmenthave agreedto supply
free of charge.

His Majesty’s Governmentassumethat the third paragraphof your note
will apply to all issuesmade within reasonablelimits against any demands
submitted by the Greek authorities before the arrival of the United States
Mission, excluding thosecoveredby sub-paragraphs(a), (b) and (c) of the
secondparagraphof your note,and, therefore, that the United StatesGovern-
ment accept liability to pay for items issued within such limits from British
sourcesto the Greek armedforces outsidethe agreedprogrammesin respectof
Greek demandssubmitted after the 22nd May but before the arrival of the
United StatesMission andbefore the agreedprogrammeswere drawn up.
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With referenceto the fourth paragraphof your note, His Majesty’sGovern-
ment confirm that your note in no way affects the statusof Lend-Leasearticles
which are subject to the United States-United Kingdom Military Holdings
Agreementof the 27th March, 1946,which setsout the procedureto befollowed
when eitherthe re-transferor the re-captureof such articles is to be carriedout.

It is assumedthat any suppliessent by His Majesty’s Governmentto the
Greek Governmentfor the use of the Greek civil police will be dealt with in the
sameway as suppliesto the Greek Army and Gendarmerie.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you the assuranceof my
highestconsideration.

INvERCIrAPEL

The HonourableGeorge C. Marshall
Secretaryof State of the United States

Washington,D.C.
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