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BELGIUM, CANADA, DENMARK, FRANCE,
ICELAND, ITALY, LUXEMBOURG, NETHERLANDS,

NORWAY, PORTUGAL, UNITED KINGDOM
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

and
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

North Atlantic Treaty. Signed at Washington, on 4 April
1949

English and French official texts communicatedby the PermanentRepresenta-
tive of the United Statesof Americaat the seat of the United Nations.
The registration took place on 7 September1949.

BELGIQUE, CANADA, DANEMARK, FRANCE,
ISLANDE, ITALIE, LUXEMBOURG, PAYS-BAS,

NORVEGE, PORTUGAL, ROYAUME-UNI
DE GRANDE-BRETAGNE ET D’IRLANDE DU NORD

et
ETATS-ISNIS D’AMERIQUE

Traité de l’Atlantique Nord. Signé a Washington,le 4 avril
1949

Textesofficiels anglais at francais communiquéspar le représentantpermanent
des Etats-Unisd?Amériqueau siege de l’Organisation des Nations Unies.
L’enregistrementa eu lieu le 7 septembre1949.
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No. 541. NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY’. SIGNED AT WASH-
INGTON, ON 4 APRIL 1949

The Partiesto this Treaty reaffirm their faith in the purposesand principles
of the Charterof the United Nations and their desire to live in peacewith all
peoplesandall governments.

They are determinedto safeguardthe freedom, common heritage and
civilization of their peoples, foundedon the principles of democracy,individual
liberty and the rule of law.

They seekto promotestability and well-being in the North Atlantic area.

They are resolvedto unite their efforts for collective defenseand for the
preservationof peaceandsecurity.

They thereforeagreeto this North Atlantic Treaty:

Article 1

The Partiesundertake,as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations,
to settle any internationaldisputesin which they may be involved by peaceful
meansin such a mannerthat internationalpeaceandsecurity, and justice, are
not endangered,and to refrain in their international relationsfrom the threat
or use of force in any mannerinconsistentwith the purposesof the United
Nations.

Article 2

The Parties will contribute toward the further developmentof peaceful
and friendly international relationsby strengtheningtheir free institutions, by

Came into force on 24 August 1949 in respectof all the signatoryStates,by the deposit
with the Governmentof the United Statesof America of instrumentsof ratification, in accord-
ance with the provisions of article 11. Following are the dates on which an instrument of
ratification was depositedon behalfof eachof the signatoryStates:
Belgium 16 June 1949 Netherlands 12 August 1949
Canada 3 May 1949 Norway 8 July 1949
Denmark 24 August 1949 Portugal 24 August 1949
France 24 August 1949 United Kingdom of Great
Iceland 1 August 1949 Britain and Northern
Italy 24 August 1949 Ireland 7 June 1949
Luxembourg 27 June 1949 United Statesof America .. 25 July 1949
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bringing about a betterunderstandingof the principles upon which theseinsti-
tutions arc founded, and by promoting conditions of stability and well-being.
They will seekto eliminate conflict in their internationaleconomicpolicies and
will encourageeconomiccollaborationbetweenany or all of them.

Article 3

In order more effectively to achieve the objectives of this Treaty, the
Parties,separatelyand jointly, by meansof continuousand effective self-help
and mutual aid, will maintain and develop their individual and collective
capacity to resist armed attack.

Article 4

The Partieswill consult togetherwhenever,in the opinion of any of them,
the territorial integrity, political independenceor security of any of the Parties
is threatened.

Article 5

The Parties agreethat an armedattack against one or more of them in
Europeor North America shall be consideredan attackagainst them all; and
consequentlythey agreethat, if such an armedattackoccurs, eachof them, in
exerciseof theright of individual or collectiveself-defenserecognizedby Article 51
of the Charterof the United Nations,will assistthe Party or Partiesso attacked
by taking forthwith, individually and in concert with the other Parties, such
action as it deemsnecessary,including the use of armed force, to restore and
maintain the security of the North Atlantic area.

Any such armed attack and all mcasurestaken as a result thereof shall
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Europeor North America,on the Algerian departmentsof France,on the occu-
pation forces of any Party in Europe, on the islands under the jurisdiction of
any Party in the North Atlantic area north of the Tropic of Canceror on the
vesselsor aircraft in this areaof any of the Parties.

Article 7

This Treaty does not affect, and shall not be interpretedas affecting, in
any way the rights and obligationsunder the Charterof the Partieswhich are
membersof the United Nations, or the primary responsibilityof the Security
Council for the maintenanceof internationalpeaceand security.

Article 8

Each Party declaresthat none of the international engagementsnow in
force betweenit andanyotherof the Partiesor any third Stateis in conflict with
the provisionsof this Treaty, andundertakesnot to enterinto any international
engagementin conflict with this Treaty.

Article 9

The Parties hereby establish a council, on which each of them shall be
represented,to considermatters concerningthe implementationof this Treaty.
The council shall be so organizedas to be able to meetpromptly at any time.
The councilshall set up suchsubsidiarybodiesas may be necessary;in particular
it shall establish immediately a defense committee which shall recommend
measuresfor the implementationof Articles 3 and 5.

Article 10

The Partiesmay, by unanimousagreement,invite any otherEuropeanState
in a position to further the principles of this Treaty and to contribute to the
securityof the North Atlantic areato accedeto this Treaty. Any Statesoinvited
may becomeaparty to the Treatyby depositingits instrumentof accessionwith
the Governmentof the United Statesof America. The Governmentof the
United Statesof America will inform eachof the Partiesof the depositof each
such instrumentof accession.

~Jo. 541
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Article 11

This Treaty shall be ratified and its provisions carriedout by the Parties
in accordancewith their respectiveconstitutionalprocesses.The instrumentsof
ratification shall be depositedas soon as possiblewith the Governmentof the
United Statesof America, which will notify all the other signatoriesof each
deposit. TheTreaty shallenterinto force betweenthe Stateswhich haveratified
it as soon as the ratificationsof the majority of the signatories,including the
ratifications of Belgium, Canada,France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,the
United Kingdom and the United States,have been depositedand shall come
into effect with respect to other Stateson the date of the deposit of their
ratifications.

Article 12

After the Treaty has beenin force for ten years,or at any time thereafter,
the Partiesshall, if any of them so requests,consult togetherfor the purpose
of reviewingthe Treaty, having regardfor the factors thenaffecting peaceand
security in the North Atlantic area,including the developmentof universal as
well as regionalarrangementsunder the Charterof the United Nations for the
maintenanceof internationalpeaceandsecurity.

Article 13

After the Treaty hasbeenin force for twenty years,any Party may ceaseto
bea partyoneyearafter its noticeof denunciationhasbeengiven to the Govern-
ment of the United Statesof America, which will inform the Governmentsof
the other Partiesof the deposit of eachnotice of denunciation.

Article 14

This Treaty, of which the English and Frenchtexts arc equally authentic,
shall be depositedin the archivesof the Governmentof the United Statesof
America. Duly certified copiesthereofwill be transmittedby that Government
to the Governmentsof the othersignatories.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersignedPlenipotentiarieshave signed this
Treaty.

DONE at Washington,the fourth day of April, 1949.

No. 54t
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FOR THE KINGDOM OF1BELGIUM:
POUR LE ROYAmvIE DE BELGIQUE:

(it.

FORCANADA:
POUR LE CANADA:

FOR THE KINGDOM OF DENMARK:
POURL.E ROYAUME DE DANEMARX:

No. S41
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FOR FRANCE:
POUR LA FRANCE:

FOR ICELAND:
POURL’ISLANDE:

(~ (J~*~\

FOR ITALY:
POURL’ITALIE:

4
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FORTHE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS:
POUR LE ROYAU E DES PAYS-BAS:/t~~
X:~N~v~

/7 —~

FOR THE GRAND DUCHY OF LUXEMBOURG:
POUR LE GRAND DUCHE DE LUXEMBOURG:

FOR THE KINGDOM OF NORWAY:
POURLE ROYAUME DE NORVEGE:

No. 541
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