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No. 353. AGREEMENT1BETWEENTHE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND FRANCE CONCERNINGTHE RESTORA-
TION OF CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
AFFECTED BY WORLD WAR II. SIGNEDAT WASHING-
TON, ON 4 APRIL 1947

The Governmentof the United Statesof America and the Government
of the FrenchRepublic,

Beingdesirousof remedyingthe effectson industrialpropertyrights of their
nationalsresulting from World War II by concludingan agreementfor extend-
ing the rights of priority in patentmattersand the timesfor taking actionwith
respectto patentsand patentapplications,and relatedmatters,

Have agreedas follows:

Article I

The periodsof priority provided by Article 4 of the Conventionof Union
of Paris for the Protection of Industrial Property,last revisedat London on
June2, 1934,2 andby the laws of the respectivecountriesin accordancethere-
with, for the filing of applicationsfor patentsor designsandmodels,which had
not expiredon September8, 1939,andthosewhich havearisensincethat date,
are extendedby each of the countries, in favor of the nationalsof the other
country, until August7, 1947.

Documentsrequiredfor supportof a claim of priority maybe filed before
the expiration of six monthsfrom the dateof filing of the application.

Patentsalready issued without a claim for priority shall benefit from the
provisionsof the first paragraphof this Article on the conditionthat the request
for priority and the requireddocumentsbe filed by August 7, 1947.

Article II

Applications for patentsor designsand modelsin one of the countriesby
nationalsof the other country, consideredas abandonedor forfeited sinceSep-
tember 8, 1939, are restored,and the time for the payment of any fee, or the

~Cameinto force on 10 November 1947, in accordancewith article IX.

‘League of Nations, Treaty Series,Volume CXCII, page17; Volume CCIV, page469,
and Volume CCV, page218.
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taking of any action or the accomplishmentof any formality prescribedby the
laws of each country with respectto applicationsfor patents or designs and
models which had not expired on September8, 1939, or which arose after
that date, is extendedto August 7, 1947, without additional tax.

Article III

Patentsor designsandmodelsobtainedpursuantto the presentAgreement
shallnot affect the right of third parties,or their agentsor successorsin business,
who, beforeAugust8, 1946,or beforethe dateof therestorationof anapplication
underArticle II, havein good faith begunthe working of an invention, design,
or model,to continuesuchworking, or the right of thosebonafide in possession
of patentsand applicationsfor patents,designs,or models, or their agentsor
licenseesbeforeAugust 8, 1946, to use the inventionscoveredby such patents
or applicationsfor patentsor designsand models.

Article IV

The duration of patentsobtained pursuantto the presentAgreementby
nationalsof eachof the two countriesshall not exceedtwenty years from the
day of the first application flIed. The dateson which annualtaxesaredueunder
the laws of Franceshall remainunchanged.

Nothing in the presentAgreementshall be construedto extend the time
for filing requestsfor extensionsof the duration of patentsauthorizedby the
Frenchlawconcerningexceptionalextensionof the durationof patentson account
of the war.

Article V

Nationalsof the United Statesof Americamay pay up to August7, 1947:

1. those annual taxes for patentswhich could havebeenpaid on Sep-
tcmber8, 1939, accompaniedby anyadditionaldelayfee dueon that date, and

2. the annualtaxesdue since September8, 1939,without any additional
delay fees, and in such casesthe paymentswill be consideredas having been
madein time.
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Article VI

The period betweenSeptember8, 1939 and the date of the coming into
force of the presentAgreementshall not be taken into account in the term
providedfor the working of a patent.

Article VII

In no caseshallthepresentAgreementinvalidatea judicial decisionregard-
ing the validity of a patentrenderedprior to the dateof the coming into force
of the presentAgreement.

Article VIII
Trade-markregistrationsin one of the countries,of the nationalsof the

other country, which haveexpired since September8, 1939, may be renewed
beforeJune30, 1948,andsuchrenewalsshallhaveretroactiveeffect to the date
of the expirationof the normal term of the expiredregistrations.

Article IX

The rights grantedby the presentAgreementto nationalsof the United
States of Americashall also be grantedto French nationalsresiding in the
United Statesof America.

EachGovernmentshall deliver to the other Governmenta notice that it
hasacceptedthe presentAgreementin accordancewith its law andhas taken
all stepsnecessaryto enableit to carry out all its obligationsunder the present
Agreement.

The presentAgreementshall comeinto force on the day the said notices
aredeliveredby eachGovernmentto the other. If the saidnoticesaredelivered
on differentdays,the Agreementshall comeinto force on the dayof thedelivery
of the noticelater1 in time.

DONE tfl duplicate, at Washington,in the English andFrenchlanguages,
eachequally authentic,on April 4, 1947.

For the United Statesof America:
Dean ACHESON

For the FrenchRepublic:
H. BONNET

— ~ following information is provided by the Department of State of the United States
of America (Publication 2998 page 5):

“By note no. 254 dated July 21, 1947, received in the Department of State July 22, 1947,
the French Embassy in Washington notified the Department of State of the approval of this
agreementby the French Parliament. By a memorandum dated Nov. 10, 1947, delivered on
that date, the Department of State notified the French Embassy in Washington of thc accep-
tance of this agreementby the Government of the United States of America.”
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ANNEX

It is understoodthat the applicationto nationals of Franceof the provisions
of Sections1, 3, 4, 10, and 15 of the law of the United Statesof Americaapproved
August 8, 1946, Public Law 69O,~79th Congress,relating to patentsand designs,
shall be consideredas complying with the requirementsof the presentAgreement.

It is further understoodthat the application to nationals of Franceof the
law of the United Statesof AmericaapprovedJuly 17, 1946,Public Law 517,2 79th
Congress,relating to extensionof time for applying for renewalof trademarkregis-
trations,shall be consideredascomplying with the requirementsof Article VIII of
the presentAgreement.

D.A.

H. B.

— ‘United Statesof America, 60 Stat. 940.
‘United Statesof America,60, Stat. 568.
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