
No. 590

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION
Conventionfixing the minimum agefor admissionof chil-

dren to employment at sea,adopted by the General
Conferenceof the InternationalLabour Organisationat
its secondsession,Genoa,9 July 1920, as modified by
the Final Articles Revision Convention,1946

English andFrench official textscommunicatedby the Director-Generalo/the
International Labour Office. The registration took place on 15 Sep-
tember 1949.

ORGANISATION INTERNATIONALE DU TRAVAIL

Conventionfixant l’age minimum des enfants au travail
maritime, adoptée par la Conference generale de
1’Organisationinternationaledu Travail a sadeuxième
session,Genes,9 juillet 1920, telle qu’elle a étémodffiée
par la Conventionportant revision des articles finals,
1946

Textesofficiels anglais et /rançais communiquéspar le Directeur général de
l’Organisation internationale du Travail. L’enregistrementa eu lieu le
15 septembre1949.



110 United Nations — Treaty Series 1949

No. 590. CONVENTION~FIXING THE MINIMUM AGE FOR
AI)MISSION OF CHILDREN TO EMPLOYMENT AT
SEA, AS MODIFIED BY THE FINAL ARTICLES REVI-
SION CONVENTION, 19462

The GeneralConferenceof the InternationalLabour Organisation,
Having beenconvenedat Genoaby the GoverningBody of the Inter-

nationalLabour Office, on the 15th day of June1920,and
Having decidedupon the adoption of certain proposalswith regard

to the “application to seamen of the Convention adopted at
Washingtonlast Novemberprohibitingthe employmentof children
underfourteenyearsof age“, which is the third item in theagenda
for the Genoameetingof the Conference,and

Having determinedthat these proposalsshall take the form of an
international Convention,

adoptsthe following Convention,which maybe cited as the Minimum Age
(Sea)Convention,1920, for ratification by the Membersof the International
Labour Organisationin accordancewith the provisionsof the Constitution
of the InternationalLabour Organisation:

Article 1

• For the purposeof this Convention, the term “vessel” includes all
shipsandboats,of anynaturewhatsoever,engagedin maritime navigation,
whetherpublicly or privately owned; it excludesshipsof war.

Article 2

Children under the age of fourteen years shall not be employed or
work on vessels,otherthanvesselsuponwhich only membersof the same
family are employed.

Article 3

The provisionsof Article 2 shall not apply to work doneby children
on school-shipsor training-ships,provided that such work is approvedand
supervisedby public authority.

1 For the date of entry into force of the Conventionand the list of ratifications
seeCertified Statementon page116.

2 Seepage 8.
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Article 4

In order to facilitate the enforcementof the provisionsof this Conven-
tion, every shipmastershall be required to keepa registerof all persons
under the ageof sixteenyearsemployedon board his vessel,or a list of
themin the articlesof agreement,andof thedatesof their births.

Article 5
1. Each Member of the International Labour Organisation which

ratifies this Convention engagesto apply it to its colonies,protectorates,
andpossessionswhich are not fully self-governing—

(a) except where owing to the local conditions its provisions are inap-
plicable; or

(b) subjectto suchmodificationsas may be necessaryto adaptits provi-
sionsto local conditions.
2. Each Membershall notify to the International Labour Office the

action takenin respectto eachof its colonies,protectorates,andpossessions
which are not fully self-governing.

Article 6

The formal ratifications of this Convention, under the conditionsset
forth in the Constitutionof the InternationalLabourOrganisation,shall be

• communicatedto the Director-Generalof the International Labour Office
for registration. -

Article 7

As soonastheratificationsof two Membersof the InternationalLabour
Organisationhavebeenregisteredwith theInternationalLabourOffice, the
Director-Generalof the International Labour Office shall so notify all the
Membersof the InternationalLabour Organisation.

Article 8

ThisConventionshall comeinto force at the dateon which suchnotifi-
cation is issuedby the Director-Generalof the InternationalLabour Office,
but it shall then be binding only upon thoseMemberswhich haveregistered
their ratifications with the International Labour Office. Thereafter this
Conventionwill comeinto force for any otherMemberat the dateon which
its ratification is registeredwith the InternationalLabour Office.

No. 590
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Article 9

Subjectto the provisionsof Article 8, eachMemberwhich ratifies this
Convention agrees to bring its provisions into operationnot later than
1 July 1922, andto take such action as may be necessaryto make these
provisionseffective.

Article 10

A Memberwhich hasratified this Conventionmay denounceit after
the expiration of ten years from the date on which the Conventionfirst
comesinto force, by an act communicatedto the Director-Generalof the
InternationalLabour Office for registration. Such denunciationshall not
take effect until oneyearafter the dateon which it is registeredwith the
InternationalLabour Office.

Article 11

At least oncein ten years, the GoverningBody of the International
LabourOffice shallpresentto theGeneralConferencea reporton theworking
of this Convention, and shall considerthe desirability of placing on the
agendaof the Conferencethe questionof its revisionor modification.

Article 12

TheFrenchandEnglishtextsof this Conventionshallbothbeauthentic.

Theforegoingis the authentictext of the Minimum Age (Sea) Conven-
tion, 1920, as modified by the Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946.

Theoriginal text of the Conventionwasauthenticatedon 10 July 1920
by the signaturesof BaronE. Mayor desPlanches,Presidentof theConfer-
ence,andAlbert Thomas,Directorof the InternationalLabour Office.

The Conventionfirst cameinto force on 27 September1921.

Ix FAITE WH]~REOFI have,in pursUanceof the provisionsof Article 6
of the Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946, authenticatedwith my
signaturethis thirtieth dayof April 1948 two original copies of the text of
the Conventionas modified.

EdwardPHELAN

Director-General

of the InternationalLabour Office
No. 590
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CERTIFIED STATEMENT

This is to certify that the Minimum Age (Sea)Convention, 1920, adopted
by the InternationalLabour Conferenceon 9 July 1920 at its SecondSession,
and which enteredinto force on 27 September1921, has to date beenratified
by thefollowing countries1, andthat theseratificationswere duly registeredon
the datesindicated1:

Argentina
* Australia
* Belgium
*Braail

Bulgaria
* Canada

Chile
* China
* Colombia

Cuba
* Denmark
* DominicanRepublic

Estonia
* Finland

Germany
Greece
Hungary

Date of registration
of ratification Country

80 . 11. 1988
28. 6.1935

2. 2.1925
8. 6.1936

16. 8.1923
81. 8.1926
18. 10. 1935
2.12.1986

20. 6.1938
6. 8.1928

12. 5.1924
4. 2.1938
3. 8.1928

10.10.1925
11. 6.1929
16.12.1925

1. 8.1928

Date of registration
of ratification

4. 9.1925
14. 7.1982
7. 6.1924
8. 6.1926

16. 4.1928
17. 8.1948
26. 8.1925
12. 4.1934
7.10.1927

21. 6.1924
8. 5.1922

20. 6.1924
27. 9.1921
14. 7.1921

6. 6.1938
20.11.1944

1. 4.1927

Geneva,10 August 1949.

For the Director-General
C. W. JENNS

Legal Adviser

1 It would not be appropriatefor the InternationalLabour Office to expressan
opinion with regardto the complex questionsof a constitutionalandjuridical nature
which may arise in regardto the effect of political or military eventson the position
of certain countrieswhich haveratified theConvention.

* The namesof MembersPartiesto the Final Articles Revision Convention,1946,
aremarkedby an asterisk.

* Ratification denouncedon 8 July 1947, upon the ratification of the Minimum
Age (Sea)Convention (revised), 1986.

Country

* Ireland
* Italy

Japan
Latvia

* Luxembourg
* Mexico
* Netherlands8

- Nicaragua
* Norway
* Poland

Rumania
Spain

* Sweden
* United Kingdom .

Uruguay
* Venezuela

Yugoslavia
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