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No. 593. CONVENTION~ CONCERNING THE AGE FOR
ADMISSION OF CHILDREN TO EMPLOYMENT IN
AGRICULTURE, AS MODIFIED BY THE FINAL ARTI-
CLES REVISION CONVENTION, 19462

The GeneralConferenceof the InternationalLabour Organisation,

Having beenconvenedat Genevaby the GoverningBody of the Inter-
national Labour Office, and havingmet in its Third Sessionon
25 October1921, and

Having decidedupon the adoptionof certainproposalswith regardto
the employment of childrea in agriculture during compulsory
school hours, which is included in the third item of the agenda
of the Session,and

Having determinedthat these proposalsshall take the form of an

internationalConvention,
adoptsthe following Convention,which may be cited as the Minimum Age
(Agriculture) Convention, 1921, for ratification by the Members of the
InternationalLabourOrganisationin accordancewith the provisionsof the
Constitutionof the InternationalLabour Organisation:

Article 1

Childrenunderthe ageof fourteenyearsmaynot be employedor work
in anypublic or private agriculturalundertaking,or in any branchthereof,
saveoutsidethe hours fixed for schoolattendance. If they are employed
outside the hours of school attendance,the employmentshall not be such
as to prejudicetheir attendanceat school.

Article 2

For purposesof practical vocational instruction the periods and the
hoursof schoolattendancemaybe soarrangedasto permitthe employment
of children on light agriculturalwork and in particularon light work con-
nectedwith the harvest,provided that suchemploymentshall not reduce
the total annualperiodof schoolattendanceto lessthaneightmonths.

1 For the dateof entry into force of the Conventionandthe list of ratifications
seeCertified Statementon page150.

‘ Seepage3.
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Article 3

The provisionsof Article 1 shall not apply to work doneby children
in technicalschools,provided that such work is approvedand supervised
by public authority.

Article 4

The formal ratifications of this Convention, under the conditions set
forth in the Constitution of the InternationalLabour Organisation,shall
be communicatedto the Director-Generalof the InternationalLabour Office
for registration.

Article 5

1. This Conventionshall come into force at the~date on which the
ratificationsof two Membersof the InternationalLabourOrganisationhave
beenregisteredby the Director-General.

2. It shall be binding only upon those Memberswhose ratifications
havebeenregisteredwith the InternationalLabour Office.

8. Thereafter, the Convention shall comeinto force for any Member
at the date on which its ratification has beenregisteredwith the Inter-
nationalLabourOffice.

Article 6

As soonasthe ratificationsof two Membersof the InternationalLabour
Organisationhavebeenregisteredwith the InternationalLabourOffice, the
Director-Generalof the International Labour Office shall so notify all the
Members of the International Labour Organisation. He shall likewise
notify themof the registrationof ratificationswhich may be communicated
subsequentlyby otherMembersof the Organisation.

Article 7

Subjectto the provisions of Article 5, eachMemberwhich ratifies this
Conventionagreesto bring the provisionsof Articles 1, 2 and8 into operation
not laterthan 1 January1924 and to takesuchaction asmay be necessary
to make theseprovisions effective.

Article 8

EachMember of the International Labour Organisationwhich ratifies
this Conventionengagesto apply it to its colonies,possessionsandprotec-
toratcs, in accordancewith the provisionsof Article 85 of the Constitution
of the International LabourOrganisation.

Ico. 593
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Article 9

A Member which hasratified this Conventionmay denounceit after
the expiration of ten years from the date on which the Convention first
comesinto force, by an act communicatedto the Director-Generalof the
International Labour Office for registration. Such denunciationshall not
take effect until one year after the date on which it is registeredwith the
International Labour Office.

Article 10

At least once in ten years, the GoverningBody of the International
LabourOffice shallpresentto the GeneralConferenceareporton theworking
of this Conventionand shall considerthe desirability of placing on the
agendaof the Conferencethe questionof its revision or modification.

Article 11

The French and English texts of this Convention shall both be
authentic.

The foregoing is the authentictext of the Minimum Age (Agriculture)
Convention, 1921, as modified by the Final Articles Revision Convention,
1946.

The original text of the Conventionwasauthenticatedon 20 November
1921 by the signaturesof Lord Burnham,Presidentof the Conference,and
Albert Thomas,Director of the International Labour Office.

The Conventionfirst cameinto force on 31 August 1923.

IN FAITH WHEREOF I have, in pursuanceof the provisionsof Article 6
of the Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946, authenticatedwith my
signaturethis thirtieth day of April 1948 two original copiesof the text
of the Conventionas modified.

Edward PHELAN

Director-General
of the International Labour Office
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Argentina
* Austria
* Belgium

Bulgaria
Chile
Cuba
Czechoslovakia

* DominicanRepublic
Estonia
Hungary

* Ireland

26. 5.1986
12. 6.1924
13. 6.1928

6. 3.1925
18.10.1935
22. 8.1935
81. 8.1928

4. 2.1933
8. 9.1922
2. 2.1927

26. 5.1925

Dateof registration
of ratification

8. 9.1924
19. 12. 1923
16. 4.1928
8. 7.1947

12. 4.1934
21. 6.1924
10.11.1930
29. 8.1932
27.11.1923

6. 6.1938

Geneva,10 August 1949.

For the Director-General

C. W. JENKS

LegalAdviser

1 It would not be appropriatefor the Intcrnational Labour Office to expressan
opinion with regardto the complex questionsof a constitutional andjuridical nature
which may arisein regardto tile effect of political or military eventson the position
of certaincountrieswhich haveratified theConvention.

2 The namesof MembersPartiesto the Final Articles Revision Convention,1940
arcmarkedby an asterisk.

CERTIFIED STATEMENT

This is to certify that the Minimum Age (Agriculture) Convention, 1921,
adoptedby the InternationalLabour Conferenceon 16 November1921, at its
Third Session,andwhich enteredinto force on 31 August1923, hasto datebeen
ratified by the following countries1~andthat theseratificationswere duly regis-
teredon the datesindicated2:

Country
Date of reEistration

o~fratification Country
* Italy

Japan
* Luxembourg

New Zealand
Nicaragua

* Poland
Rumania
Spain

* Sweden
Uruguay
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