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No. 604. CONVENTION’ CONCERNING THE SIMPLIFICA-
TION OF THE INSPECTIONOF EMIGRANTS ON BOARD
SHIP, AS MODIFIED BY TIlE FINAL ARTICLES REVI-
SION CONVENTION, 19462

The GeneralConferenceof the International Labour Organisation,

Having beenconvenedat Genevaby the GoverningBody of the Inter-
national Labour Office, and having met in its Eighth Sessionon
26 May 1926, and

Having decidedupon the adoption of certainproposalswith regardto
thesimplification of the inspectionof emigrantson boardship, the
questionon the agendaof the Session,and

Having determined that these proposalsshall take the form of an
international Convention,

adoptsthis fifth day of Juneof the year one thousandnine hundredand
twenty-six thefollowing Convention,which may be cited as the Inspection
of Emigrants Convention, 1926, for ratification by the Membersof the
International LabourOrganisationin accordancewith the provisionsof the
Constitution of the InternationalLabour Organisation:

Article 1

For the purposesof applicationof this Conventionthe terms “emigrant
vessel”and “emigrant” shall be definedfor eachcountry by the competent
authority in that country.

Article 2

1. Each Member which ratifies this Conventionundertakesto accept
the principle that, save as hereinafter provided, the official inspection
carried out on board an emigrantvessel for the protection of emigrants
shall be undertakenby not more than oneGovernment.

2. Nothing in this Article shall prevent another Governmentfrom
occasionallyand at their own, expenseplacinga representativeon board to
accompanytheir nationalscarriedasemigrantsin the capacityof observer,
and on condition that he shall not encroachupon the duties of the official
inspector.

1 For the dateof enti~yinto force of the Conventionandthe list of ratifications
seeCertified Statementon page290.

~ See page 3.
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Article 3

If an official inspectorof emigrantsis placed on board an emigrant
vesselhe shall be appointedas a general rule by the Governmentof the
country whose flag the vessel ffies. Such inspector may, however, be
appointedby anotherGovernmentin virtue of an agreementbetweenthe
Governmentof the country whose flag the vesselflies and oneor more
other Governmentswhose nationals are carried as emigrants on board
the vessel.

Article 4

1. The practicalexperienceandthe necessaryprofessionaland moral
qualificationsrequiredof an official inspectorshall be determinedby the
Governmentresponsiblefor his appointment.

2. An official inspectormay not be in anyway eitherdirectly or indi-
rectly connectedwith or dependentupon theshipowneror shippingcompany.

8. Nothing in this Article shall preventaGovernmentfrom appointing
the ship’s doctor as official inspectorby way of exceptionand in caseof
absolutenecessity.

Article S

1. Theofficial inspectorshallensurethe observanceof the rights which
emigrantspossessunderthe laws of thecountry whoseflag the vesselflies,
or such other law as is applicable,or under internationalagreements,or
the termsof their contractsof transportation.

2. The Governmentof the country whose flag the vessel ifies shall
communicateto the official inspector, irrespectiveof his nationality, the
text of any laws or regulationsaffecting the condition of emigrantswhich
may be in force, and of any international agreementsor any contracts
relatingto thematterwhich havebeencommunicatedto such Government.

Article 6

The authorityof the masteron board the vesselis not limited by this
Convention. The official inspector shall in no way encroachupon the
master’sauthorityon board,andshall concernhimselfsolely with ensuring
the enforcementof the laws, regulations,agreements,or contractsdirectly
concerningtheprotectionandwelfareof the emigrantson board.

Article 7

1. Within eight daysafterthe arrival of the vesselat its port of destin-
ation the official inspectorshall makea report to the Governmentof the
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countrywhose flag thevesselflies, which Governmentshall transmitacopy
of the report to the otherGovernmentsconcerned,wheresuchGovernments
havepreviously requestedthat this shall be done.

2. A copy of this reportshallbe transmittedto the masterof the vessel
by the official inspector.

Article 8

The formal ratifications of this Convention,under the conditionsset
forth in the Constitutionof the InternationalLabourOrganisation,shallbe
communicatedto the Director-Generalof the InternationalLabour Office
for registration.

Article 9

1. This Convention shall come into force at the date on which the
ratificationsof two Membersof the InternationalLabourOrganisationhave
beenregisteredby the Director-General.

2. It shall be binding only upon those Memberswhose ratifications
havebeenregisteredwith the InternationalLabourOffice.

8. Thereafter,the Conventionshall come into force for any Member
at the date on which its ratification has beenregisteredwith the Inter-
nationalLabour Office.

Article 10

As soonas the ratificationsof two Membersof the InternationalLabour
Organisationhavebeenregisteredwith the InternationalLabourOffice, the
Director-Generalof the InternationalLabour Office shall so notify all the
Members of the International Labour Organisation. He shall likewise
notify themof the registrationof ratificationswhich maybe communicated
subsequentlyby otherMembersof the Organisation.

Article 11

Subjectto the provisionsof Article 9, eachMemberwhich ratifies this
Conventionagreesto bring the provisionsof Articles 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, and
7 into operationnot later than 1 January1928,andto take such actionas
may be necessaryto maketheseprovisionseffective.

Article 12

EachMemberof the InternationalLabourOrganisationwhich ratifies
this Conventionengagesto apply it to its colonies, possessionsandprotec-
torates,in accordancewith the provisionsof Article 85 of the Constitution
of the InternationalLabour Organisation.

No. 604



288 United Nations — Treaty Series ~49

Article 13

A Member which hasratified this Conventionmay denounceit after
the expiration of ten years from the date on which the Convention first
comes into force, by an act communicatedto the Director-Generalof the
InternationalLabour Office for registration. Such denunciationshall not
take effect until oneyearafter the dateon which it is registeredwith the
InternationalLabour Office.

Article 14

At least oncein ten years,the GoverningBody of the International
LabourOffice shallpresentto the GeneralConferenceareporton theworking
of this Conventionand shall considerthe desirability of placing on the
agendaof the Conferencethe questionof its revisionor modification.

Article 15

TheFrenchandEnglishtextsof thisConventionshallbothbe authentic.

The foregoing is the authentic text of the Inspectionof Emigrants
Convention,1928, as modified by the Final Articles Revision Convention,
1946.

Theoriginal text of the Conventionwasauthenticatedon 15 June1926
by the signaturesof Dr. Nolens,Presidentof the Conference,and Albert
Thomas,Directorof the InternationalLabour Office.

The Conventionfirst cameinto force on 29 December1927.

IN FAITH WHEREOF I have,in pursuanceof the provisionsof Article 6
of the Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946, authenticatedwith my
signaturethis thirtieth day of April 1948 two original copiesof the text of
theConventionasmodified.

Edward PHELAN

Director-General
of the InternationalLabour Office
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CERTIFIED STATEMENT

This is to certify that the Inspectionof EmigrantsConvention,1926, adopted
by the InternationalLabour Conferenceon 5 June 1926 at its Eighth Session,
andwhich enteredinto force on 29 December1927, hasto datebeenratified by
the following countries1 andthat theseratificationswereduly registeredon the
datesindicated2:

Date of registration Date of registration
Country of ratification Country of ratification

Albania 17. 8.1932 * Ireland 5. 7.1980
* Australia 18. 4.1981 Japan 8.10.1928
* Austria 29.12.1927 * Luxembourg 16. 4.1928
* Belgium 15. 2.1928 * Mexico 9. 8.1988

Bulgaria 29.11.1929 * Netherlands 18. 9.1927
* Colombia 20. 6.1988 * New Zealand 29. 8.1988

Czechoslovakia 25. 5.1928 Nicaragua 12. 4.1984
* Finland 5. 4.1929 * Swcden~ 15.10.1929
* France’ 18. 1.1982 * United Kingdom’ .. 16. 9.1927

Hungary 8. 2.1981 Uruguay 6. 6.1988

* India 14. 1.1928 * Venezuela 20.11.1944

The Convention is also in force for Pakistan, which became a Member of
the International Labour Organisation on 31 October 1947, on which date the
Director-General of the International Lábóur Office received a letter from the
Government of Pakistan accepting the obligations of the Constitution of the
Organisation; this declaration states that the Government of Pakistanrecognises
that the obligations resulting from the ratification by India of International
Labour Conventionsbefore15 August 1947 continueto bebindingupon Pakistan
in accordancewith thetermsof theseConventions.

The Convention is also in force for Burma. In 1987 the United Kingdom
Governmentdelegatedeclaredat the Twenty-third Sessionof the Conference
thatBurmahadceasedto form apart of India on 1 April 187 but would continue
to observethe International Labour Conventions ratified up to that date by
India andwould participate in future in the work of the International Labour
Organisationthrough the medium of the Governmentof the United Kingdom

1 It would not be appropriatefor the InternationalLabour Office to expressan
opinion with’ regardto the complex questionsof a constitutionalandjuridical nature
which may arisein regardto the effect of political or military eventson the position
of certain countrieswhichhaveratified the Convention.

2 The namesof MembersPartiesto theFinal Articles Revision Convention,19t6,
are markedby an asterisk.

3 Ratification is not to be effective for Franceuntil theunconditionalratifications
of Poland,Spainand Italy havebeenregistered.

~ Ratification is not to be effective for Swedenuntil the unconditionalratifications
of Denmark,Finland andNorway havebeenregistered.

Ratification is not to be effectivefor theUnitedKingdom until the unconditional
ratifications of France,Germany,theNetherlands,Italy, Norway andSpain havebeen
registered.
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which wasempoweredto accepton behalfof andwith the consentof the Govern-
ment of Burma the obligations arising from future international Conventions.
Burma becamea Member of the International Labour Organisationon 18 May
1948, on which date the Director-General of the International Labour Office
receivedthe instrumentof acceptanceby the Governmentof the Union of Burma
of the obligations of the Constitutionof the Organisation;this instrumentstates
that theGovernmentof Burma recognisesthat the obligations resultingfrom the
ratification by India as regards Burma of International Labour Conventions
before1 April 1987 continueto be binding on the Union of Burma in accordance
with the termsof theseConventions.

Geneva,10 August 1949.

For the Director-General

C. W. JENES

Legal Adviser
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