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No. 610. CONVENTION’ CONCERNING THE MARKING
OF THE WEIGHT ON HEAVY PACKAGES TRANS-
PORTED BY VESSELS, AS MODIFIED BY TIlE FINAL
ARTICLES REVISION CONVENTION, 19462

The GeneralConferenceof the InternationalLabour Organisation,

Havingbeenconvenedat Genevaby the GoverningBodyof the Inter-
national Labour Office, and having met in its Twelfth Session
on 80 May 1929, and

Having decidedupon the adoption of certain proposalswith regard
to the marking of the weight on heavy packagestransportedby
vessels,which is included in the first item of the agendaof the
Session,and

Having determinedthat theseproposals shall take the form of an
internationalConvention,

adoptsthis twenty-firstday of Juneof theyearonethousandninehundred
andtwenty-ninethe following Convention,which maybe cited asthe Mark-
ing of Weights (PackagesTransportedby Vessels)Convention, 1929, for
ratification by the Membersof the InternationalLabour Organisationin
accordancewith the provisionsof the Constitution of the International
Labour Organisation

Article 1

1. Any packageor object of one thousandkilograms (onemetric ton)
or more grossweight consignedwithin the territory of any Memberwhich
ratifies this Conventionfor transportby seaor inland waterwayshall have
had its gross weight plainly and durably markedupon it on the outside
before it is loaded on a ship or vessel.

2. In exceptionalcaseswhere it is difficult to determinethe exact
weight, national laws or regulationsmay allow an approximateweight to
be marked.

8. The obligation to see that this requirementis observedshall rest
solely upon the Governmentof the country from which the packageor
objectis consignedandnot on the Governmentof acountry throughwhich
it passeson the way to its destination.

1 For the dateof entry into force of the Conventionand the list of ratifications
seeCertified Statementon page22.

United Nations, Treaty Series,Volume 88, page3.
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4. It shall be left to nationallaws or regulationsto determinewhether
the obligation for havingthe weightmarkedasaforesaidshall fall on the
consignoror on someotherpersonor body.

Article 2
The formal ratifications of this Convention underthe conditionsset

forth in the Constitution of the International Labour Organisationshall
be communicatedto the Director-Generalof the International Labour
Office for registration.

Article 3
1. This Conventionshall be binding only upon those Memberswhose

ratificationshavebeenregisteredwith the InternationalLabour Office.

2. It shall comeinto force~twelve monthsafter the dateon which the
ratificationsof two Membersof the InternationalLabourOrganisationhave
beenregisteredwith the Director-General.

8. Thereafter, this Conventionshall comeinto force for any Member

twelve monthsafter the dateon which its ratification hasbeenregistered.

Article 4

As soonas the ratificationsof two Membersof the InternationalLabour
Organisationhave beenregisteredwith the International Labour Office,
the Director-Generalof the International Labour Office shall so notify all
the Membersof the International LabourOrganisation. He shall likewise
notify them of the registrationof ratifications which may be communicated
subsequentlyby other Membersof the Organisation.

Article S

1. A Memberwhich hasratified this Conventionmay denounceit after
the expiration of ten years from the date on which the Convention first
comesinto force, by an Act communicatedto the Director-Generalof the
International Labour Office for registration. Such denunciationshall not
take effect until oneyear after the date on which it is registeredwith the
International Labour Office.

2. EachMember which has ratified this Conventionand which does
not, within the year following the expiration of the period of ten years
mentioned in the precedingparagraph,exercisethe right of denunciation
providedfor in this Article, will be boundfor anotherperiod of ten years
and, thereafter,may denouncethis Conventionat the expiration of each
period of ten years underthe termsprovided for in this Article.
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Article 6

At the expiration of each period of ten years after the coming into
force of this Convention, the GoverningBody of the International Labour
Office shall presentto the GeneralConferencea report on the working of
this Conventionandshall considerthe desirability of placing on theagenda
of the Conferencethe questionof its revision in whole or in part.

Article 7

1. Shouldthe Conferenceadoptanew Conventionrevisingthis Conven-
tion in whole or in part, the ratification by a Memberof the new revising
Conventionshall ipso jure involve denunciationof this Conventionwithout
any requirementof delay, notwithstanding the provisions of Article 5
above, if andwhen the new revising Conventionshall havecommeinto
force.

2. As from the dateof thecoming into force of the newrevising Conven-
tion, the presentConventionshall ceaseto be open to ratification by the
Members.

8. Nevertheless, this Convention shall remain in force in its actual
form and content for those Memberswhich haveratified it but havenot
ratified the revisingConvention.

Article 8

TheFrenchandEnglishtextsof this Conventionshall bothbeauthentic.

Theforegoingis theauthentictext of the Markingof Weight (Packages
Transportedby Vessels)Convention,1929, asmodifiedby theFinal Articles
Revision Convention, 1946.

The original text of the Conventionwas authenticatedon 15 August
1929 by the signaturesof Dr. Brauns, Presidentof the Conference,and
Albert Thomas,Director of the International Labour Office.

The Conventionfirst cameinto force on 9 March 1982.

IN FAITH WHEREOF I have, in pursuanceof the provisions of Article 6
of the Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946, authenticatedwith my
signaturethis thirtieth dayof April 1948 two original copiesof the text of
the Conventionas modified.

Edward PHELAN

Director-General

of the InternationalLabour Office
No. 610
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CERTIFIED STATEMENT

This is to certify that the Marking of Weight (PackagesTransportedby
Vessels) Convention, 1929, adoptedby the International Labour Conferenceon
21 June1929 at its Twelfth Session,andwhich enteredintoforce on 9 March 1982,
hasto datebeenratified by the following countries1 andthat theseratifications
wereduly registeredon the datesindicated’:

Country
* Australia
* Austria
* Belgium

Bulgaria
* Canada

Chile
* China

Czechoslovakia
* Denmark8

Estonia
* Finland
* France

Germany
Greece
Hungary
India
Ireland
Italy

9. 3.1931
16. 8.1985

6. 6.1984
4. 6.1935

80. 6.1938
81. 5.1938
24. 6.1931
26. 8.1934
18. 1.1988
18. 1.1982

8. 8.1982
29. 7.1935

5. 7.1933
80. 5.1936

6.12.1987
7. 9.1981
5. 7.1933

18. 7.1938

Date of registration
of ratification

16. 8.1931
28. 9.1934

1. 4.1931
12. 5.1984
4. 1.1983

12. 4.1934
1. 7.1932

18. 6.1932
1. 8.1982
7. 12. 1982

29. 8.1982
11. 4.1932

8. 11. 1984
21. 2.1983

6. 6.1988
17.12.1932
22. 4.1938

The Convention is also in force for Pakistan,which becamea Memberof the
InternationalLabourOrganisationon 31 October1947,onwhich datethe Director
Generalof the InternationalLabourOffice receiveda letter from the Government
of Pakistanaccepting tile obligations of the Constitutionof the Organisation;
this declaration statesthat the Governmentof Pakistan recognisesthat the
obligations resulting from the ratification by India of International Labour
Conventions before 15 August 1947 continue to be binding upon Pakistanin
accordancewith the terms of theseConventions.

1 It would not be appropriatefor the InternationalLabour Office to expressan
opinion with regardto the complex questionsof a constitutionalandjuridical nature
which may arisein regardto theeffect of political or military eventson the position
of certain countrieswhich have ratified tile Convention.

The namesof MembersPartiesto the Final Articles Revision Convention,1946,
are markedby an asterisk.

The ratification statesthat the coming into force of the Conventionas regards
Denmark is conditional upon its being also ratified by Belgium, France, Germany,
GreatBritain, Italy and the Netherlands.

~ Ratification is not to be effective for theUnion of South Africa until theuncon-
ditional ratificationsof GreatBritain, Germany,FranceandItaly havebeenregistered.

Date of registration
of ratification Country

Japan
Lithuania

* Luxembourg
* Mexico
* Netherlands

Nicaragua
* Norway
* Poland

Portugal
Rumania
Spain

* Sweden
* Switzerland
* Union ofSouthAfrica~

Uruguay
* Venezuela

Yugoslavia
*

*

*
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The Conventionis also in force for Burma. In 1937 the United Kingdom
Governmentdelegatedeclaredat the Twenty-third Sessionof the Conference
thatBurmahadceasedto form apartof Indiaon 1 April [937 butwould continue
to observe the International Labour Conventions ratified up to that date by
India and would participate in future in the work of the International Labour
Organisation through the medium of the Governmentof the United Kingdom
which was empoweredto accepton behalfof andwith the consentof theGovern-
ment of Burma the obligations arising from future international Conventions.
Burma becamea Memberof the InternationalLabour Organisationon [8 May
1948, on which date the Director-Generalof the International Labour Office
receivedthe instrumentof acceptanceby the Governmentof theUnion of Burma
of the obligations of the Constitution of the Organisation;this instrumentstates
that tile Governmentof Burma recognisesthat the obligationsresultingfrom the
ratification by India as regardsBurma of International Labour Conventions
before1 April 1937continueto be binding on the Union of Burma in accordance
with the termsof theseConventions.

Geneva,10 August 1949.

For the Director-General

C. W. JENES
Legal Adviser
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