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No. 627. CONVENTION’ CONCERNING THE EMPLOY--
MENT OF WOMEN ON UNDERGROUND WORK IN
MINES OF ALL KINDS, AS MODIFIED BY THE FINAL
ARTICLES REVISION CONVENTION, 19462

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation,

Having been~conven.edat Genevaby the GoverningBody of the Inter-
national Labour Oi~ice,and having met in its NineteenthSession
on 4 June 1935, and

Having decidedupon the adoption of certainproposalswith regard to
the employmentof women on undergroundwork in mines of all
kinds, which is the seconditem on the agendaof the Session,and

Having determined that these proposalsshall take the form of an
international Convention,

adoptsthis twenty-first day of Juneof the yearonethousandnine hundred
andthirty-five the following Convention,which may be cited as the Under-
groundWork (Women) Convention, 1935:

Article 1

For the purposeof this Convention, the term “mine” inc.ludcs any
undertaking,whetherpublic or private, for the extractionof any substance
from underthe surfaceof the earth.

Article 2

No female,whateverher age,shall be employedon undergroundwork
in any mine.

Article 3

National laws or regulationsmay exemptfrom the aboveprohibition—

(a) females holding positions of managementwho do not perform manual
work;

(b) femalesemployed in health andwelfare services;

‘ For the dateof entry into force of the Convention and the list of ratifications
seeCertified Statementon page70.
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(c) femaleswho, in the courseof their studies,spenda period of training
in the undergroundpartsof a mine; and

(d) any other femaleswho may occasionallyhaveto enterthe underground

parts of a mine for the purposeof a non-manualoccupation.

Article 4

The formal ratifications of this Conventionshall be communicatedto
the Director-Generalof the International Labour Office for registration.

Article 5

1. This Convention shall be binding only upon those Membersof the
International Labour Organisationwhoseratifications havebeenregistered
with the Director-General.

2. It shall comeinto force twelve monthsafter the dateon which the
ratificationsof two Membershavebeenregisteredwith the Director-General.

8. Thereafter, this Convention shall come into force for any Member
twelve monthsafter thedate on which its ratification has beenregistered.

Article C

As soonasthe ratificationsof two Membersof the InternationalLabour
Organisationhavebeenregistered,theDirector-Generalof the International
Labour Office shall so notify all the Membersof the International Labour
Organisation. He shall likewise notify them of the registrationof ratifica-
tions which may be communicatedsubsequentlyby other Membersof the
Organisation.

Article 7

1. A Memberwhich hasratified this Conventionmay denounceit after
the expiration of ten years form the date on which the Convention first
comes into force, by an act communicatedto the Director-Generalof the
International Labour Office for registration. Such denunciationshall not
take effect until oneyear after the date on which it is registered.

2. EachMemberwhich hasratified this Conventionandwhich doesnot,
within the yearfollowing the expirationof the periodof ten yearsmentioned
in the precedingparagraph,exercisethe right of denunciationprovidedfor
in this Article, will be boundfor anotherperiodof ten yearsand,thereafter,
may denouncethis Conventionat the expirationof eachperiodof ten years
under the terms provided for in this Article.
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Article 8
At the expiration of each period of ten years after the coming into

force of this Convention, the GoverningBody of the International Labour
Office shall presentto the GeneralConferencea report on the working of
this Conventionandshall considerthe desirability of placingon theagenda
of the Conferencethe questionof its revision in whole or in part.

Article 9
1. Should the Conferenceadopta new Conventionrevising this Conven-

tion in whole or in part, then,unlessthe new Conventionotherwiseprovides,

(a) the ratification by a Memberof the new revising Conventionshall ipso
jure involve the immediate denunciationof this Convention,notwith-
standingthe provisionsof Article 7 above,if andwhenthe new revising
Conventionshall havecomeinto force;

(b) as from the date when the new revising Conventioncomesinto force,
this Conventionshall ceaseto be opento ratification by the Members.

2. This Conventionshall in any caseremain in force in its actualform
andcontentfor thoseMemberswhich haveratified it buthavenotratified the
revising Convention.

Article 10

TheFrenchandEnglish textsof this Conventionshall bothbeauthentic.

Theforegoingis the authentictext of the UndergroundWork (Women)
Convention, 1935, as modified by the Final Articles RevisionConvention,
1946.

The original text of the Conventionwas authenticatedon 18 July 1985
by the signaturesof F. H. P. Creswell, Presidentof the Conference,and
harold Butler, Director of the International Labour Office.

The Conventionfirst came into force on 30 May 1937.

IN FAITH WHEREOF I have, in pursuanceof the provisionsof Article 6
of the Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946, authenticatedwith my
signaturethis thirty-first day of August 1948 two original copiesof the text
of the Conventionas modified.

Edward PImIAN

Director-General
of the International Labour Office

No. 627



70 United Nations— Treaty Series 1949

CERTIFIED STATEMENT

This is to certify that the UndergroundWork (Women) Convention, 1985,
adoptedby the InternationalLabourConferenceon 21 June1985 at its Nineteenth
Session,andwhich enteredinto force on 80 May 1987, hasto datebeenratified
by the following countries1 and that theseratifications were duly registeredon
the datesindicated’:

Afghanistan
* Austria
* Belgium
* Brazil

Chile
* China

Cuba
* Egypt

Estonia
* Finland
* France

Greece
Hungary

14. 5.1987
8. 7.1987
4. 8.1987

22. 9.1988
16. 8.1946
2.12.1936

14. 4.1936
11. 7.1947
4. 6.1987
8. 8.1988

25. 1.1938
30. 5.1986
19.12.1988

Date of registration
of ratification

25. 8.1938
20. 8.1986
21. 2.1988
20. 2.1987
29. 8.1988
8.11.1945

18.10.1987
11. 7.1986
28. 5.1940
21. 4.1988
25. 6.1936
18. 7.1986
20.11.1944

The Convention is also in force for Pakistan,which becamea Member of
the International Labour Organisation on 31 October 1947, on which date the
Director-Generalof the International Labour Office receiveda letter from the
Governmentof Pakistan accepting the obligations of the Constitution of the
Organisation;this declarationstatesthat the Governmentof Pakistanrecognises
that the obligations resulting from the ratification by India of International
LabourConventionsbefore15 August 1947 continueto be binding upon Pakistan
in accordancewith the termsof theseConventions.

Geneva,10 August 1949.
For the Director-General

C. W. JENKS
Legal Adviser

1 It would not be appropriatefor the InternationalLabour Office to expressan
opinion with regardto the complex questionsof a constitutionaland juridical nature
which may arise in regardto the effect of political or military eventson the position
of certain countrieswhich have ratified the Convention.

2 The namesof MembersPartiesto tile Final Articles RevisionConvention,1946,
aremarkedby an asterisk.

Country
Date of registration

of ratification Country

* India
* Ireland
* Mexico
* Netherlands
* New Zealand

Peru
Portugal

* Sweden
* Switzerland
* Turkey
* Union of SouthAfrica
* United Kingdom .

* Venezuela
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