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No. 632. CONVENTION1 CONCERNING THE MINIMUM
REQUIREMENT OF PROFESSIONAL CAPACITY FOR
MASTERS AND OFFICERS ON BOARD MERCHANT
SHIPS, AS MODIFIED BY THE FINAL ARTICLES
REVISION CONVENTION, 19462

The GeneralConferenceof the InternationalLabour Organisation,
Having beenconvenedat Genevaby the GoverningBody of the Inter-

nationalLabourOffice, andhavingmet in its Twenty-first Session
on 6 October1936, and

Having decidedupon the adoption of certainproposalswith regardto
the establishmentby eachmaritime country of aminimum require-
ment of professionalcapacity in the caseof captain, navigating
andengineerofficers in chargeof watcheson boardmerchantships,
which is the fourth item on the agendaof the Session,and

Having determinedthat these proposals shall take the form of an
international Convention,

adopts this twenty-fourth day of Octoberof the year one thousandnine
hundredand thirty-six the following Convention, which may be cited as
the Officers’ CompetencyCertificates Convention,1936

Article 1

1. This Conventionapplies to all vesselsregistered in a territory for
which this Conventionis in force andengagedin maritime navigation with
the exceptionof—

(a) ships of war;
(b) Governmentvessels,or vesselsin the service of a public authority,

which are not engagedin trade;
(c) woodenships of primitive build such as dhows and junks.

2. National laws or regulationsmay grant exceptionsor exemptions

in respectof vesselsof less than 200 tons gross registeredtonnage.
For the dateof entry into force of the Conventionand the list of ratifications

see Certified Statementon page166.
2 United Nations, TreatySeries,Volume88, page8.
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Article 2
For the purposeof this Conventionthefollowing expressionshavethe

meaningsherebyassignedto them

(a) “master or skipper” meansany personhaving commandor chargeof
a vessel;

(b) “navigating officer in chargeof a watch” meansany person,other than
a pilot, who is for the time being actually in chargeof the navigation
or manceuvringof a vessel;

(c) “chief engineer” meansany person permanentlyresponsiblefor the
mechanicalpropulsionof a vessel;

(d) “engineerofficer in chargeof a watch” meansany personwho is for
the time being actually in chargeof the running of a vessel’sengines.

Article 3

1. No personshall be engagedto perform or shall perform on board
any vesselto which this Conventionappliesthe dutiesof masteror skipper,
navigatingofficer in chargeof a watch, chiefengineer,or engineerofficer in
chargeof a watch, unlesshe holds a certificate of competencyto perform
such duties, issued or approvedby the public authority of the territory
where the vesselis registered.

2. Exceptionsto the provisionsof this Article may be made only in
casesof force majeure.

Article 4

1. No personshall be granteda certificateof competencyunless—
(a) he has reachedthe minimum ageprescribedfor the issue of the certi-

ficate in question;
(b) his professionalexperiencehas been of the minimum duration pre-

scribedfor the issueof the certificatein question;and
(c) he haspassedthe examinationsorganisedandsupervisedby the compe-

tent authority for the purpose of testing whether he possessesthe
qualifications necessaryfor performing the duties corresponding to
the certificate for which he is a candidate.

2. National laws or regulationsshall—
(a) prescribea minimum age to havebeenattained by and a minimum

periodof professionalexperienceto havebeencompletedby candidates
for eachgrade of competencycertificate;

(b) provide for the organisationandsupervisionby thecompetentauthority
of one or moreexaminationsfor the purposeof testing whethercandi-
dates for competencycertificatespossessthe qualifications necessary
for performing the duties correspondingto the certificates for which
they are candidates.
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8. Any Member of the Organisationmay, during a period of three
years from the date of its ratification, issue competency certificates
to personswho have not passedthe examinationsorganisedin virtue of
paragraph2 (b) of this Article who—

(a) havein facthadsufficient practicalexperienceof thedutiescorrespond-
ing to the certificate in question;and

(b) haveno record of any serioustechnical error against them.

Article 5

1. Each Member which ratifies this Convention shall ensure its due
enforcementby an efficient systemof inspection.

2. National laws or regulations shall provide for the casesin which
the authorities of a Membermay detain vesselsregisteredin its territory
on accountof a breachof the provisions of this Convention.

8. Wheretheauthoritiesof aMemberwhich hasratified this Convention
find abreachof its provisionson avesselregisteredin the territory of another
Member which has also ratified the Convention, the said authoritiesshall
communicatewith the consul of the Member in the territory of which the
vesselis registered.

Article 6

1. National laws or regulationsshall prescribepenaltiesor disciplinary
measuresfor casesin which the provisions of this Convention are not
respected.

2. In particular, such penaltiesor disciplinary measuresshall be pre-
scribed for casesin which—

(a) a shipowner,shiipowner’sagent,masteror skipperhasengageda person
not certificatedas requiredby this Convention;

(b) a masteror skipper hasallowed any of the dutiesdefinedin Article 2
of this Conventionto be performedby a personnot holding the corre-
spondingor a superiorcertificate;

(c) a personhas obtained by fraud or forged documentsan engagement
to perform any of the duties defined in the said Article 2 without
holding the requisitecertificate.

Article 7

1. In respectof theterritoriesreferredtoin Article 85 of the Constitution
of the InternationalLabourOrganisation,eachMemberof the Organisation
which ratifies this Conventionshall appendto its ratification a declaration
stating—
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(a) the territoriesin respectof which it undertakesto apply the provisions
of the Conventionwithout modification;

(b) the territoriesin respectof which it undertakesto apply the provisions
of the Conventionsubject to modifications, togetherwith details of
the saidmodifications;

(c) the territoriesin respectof which the Conventionis inapplicableandin
suchcasesthe groundson which it is inapplicable;

(d) the territoriesin respectof which it reservesits decision.

2. The undertakingsreferred to in sub-paragraphs(a) and (b) of
paragraph1 of this Article shall be deemedto be an integral part of the
ratification andshall havethe force of ratification.

8. Any Membermay by a subsequentdeclarationcancel in whole or
in part any reservationsmadein its original declarationin virtue of sub-
paragraphs(b), (c) or (d) of paragraph1 of this Article.

Article 8

The formal ratifications of this Convention shall be communicatedto
the Director-Generalof the International Labour Office for registration.

Article 9

1. This Conventionshall be binding only upon those Membersof the
InternationalLabourOrganisationwhoseratificationshavebeenregistered
with the Director-General.

2. It shall comeinto force twelve monthsafter the dateon which the
ratificationsof two Membershavebeenregisteredwith the Director-General.

8. Thereafter,this Conventionshall comeinto force for any Member
twelve months after the dateon which its ratification hasbeenregistered.

Article 10

As soonas the ratificationsof two Membersof the InternationalLabour
Organisationhavebeenregistered,the Director-Generalof the International
Labour Office shall so notify all the Membersof the InternationalLabour
Organisation. lie shall likewisenotify them of the registration of ratifi-
cationswhich may be communicatedsubsequentlyby other Members of
the Organisation.
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Article 11

1. A Memberwhich hasratified this Conventionmay denounceit after
the expiration of ten years from the date on which the Convention first
comesinto force, by an act communicatedto the Director-Generalof the
International Labour Office for registration. Such denunciationshall not
take effect until one yearafter the dateon which it is registered.

2. EachMember which has ratified this Conventionand which does
not, within the year following the expirationof the period of ten years
mentionedin the precedingparagraph,exercisethe right of denunciation
provided for in this Article, will be boundfor anotherperiod of ten years
and, thereafter,may denouncethis Conventionat the expirationof each
period of ten yearsunderthe termsprovided for in thisArticle.

Article 12

At the expirationof eachperiod of ten years after the coming into
force of this Convention,the GoverningBody of the InternationalLabour
Office shall presentto the GeneralConferencea report on the working of
this Conventionandshallconsiderthe desirability of placing on the agenda
of the Conferencethe questionof its revisionin wholeor in part.

Article 13

1. Should the Conference adopt a new Convention revising this
Conventionin whole or in part, then,unlessthe new Conventionotherwise
provides,
(a) the ratification by a Memberof the new revisingConventionshall ipso

jure involve the immediatedenunciationof this Convention,notwith-
standing the provisions of Article 11 above, if and when the new
revisingConventionshall havecomeinto force;

(b) as from the date when the new revising Conventioncomes into force

this Conventionshall ceaseto be open to ratification by the Members.

2. This Conventionshall in any caseremain in force in its actualform
and contentfor those Memberswhich haveratified it but havenot ratified
the revising Convention.

Article 14
TheFrenchiandEnglishtextsof this Conventionshallboth beauthentic.

The foregoing is the authentic text of the Officers’ Competence
CertificatesConvention, 1936, as modified by the Final Articles Revision
Convention, 1946.
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The original text of the Conventionwasauthenticatedon 5 December
1986 by the signatures of Paal Berg, President of the Conference,and
Harold Butler, Directorof the InternationalLabour Office.

The Conventionfirst cameinto force on 29 March 1939.

IN FAITH WHEREOF I have, in pursuanceof the provisionsof Article 6
of the Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946, authenticatedwith my
signaturethis thirty-first dayof August 1948 two original copiesof the text
of the Conventionas modified.

Edward PHELAN

Director-General
of the InternationalLabour Office
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CERTIFIED STATEMENT

Thisis to certify that the Officers’ CompetencyCertificatesConvention,1936,
adoptedby the International Labour Conferenceon 24 October 1938, at its
Twenty-first Session,andwhich enteredinto forceon 20 March 1939,hasto date
beenratified by the following countries and that theseratificationswere duly
registeredon the datesindicated2.

Date of registration

Country of ratification

Geneva, 10 August 1949.

Date of registration
Country of ratification

* France 19. 6.1947
* Mexico 1. 9.1939
* New Zealand 29. 8.1988
* Norway 7. 7.1937
* UnitedStatesofAmerica29.10.1938

For the Director-General

C. W. JENKS
Legal Adviser

It would not be appropriatefor the InternationalLabour Office to expressan
opinion with regardto the complex questionsof a constitutional andjuridical nature
which may arisein regard to the effect of political or military eventson the position
of certaincountrieswhichhave ratified the Convention.

The namesof MembersPartiesto the Final Articles Revision Convention,1946
aremarkedby an asterisk.

* Belgium
* Brazil
* Denmark
* Egypt

Estonia
* Finland

11. 4.1938
12. 10. 1938
18. 7.1938
20. 5.1939
20. 6.1938
8. 4.1947
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