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No. 685. CONVENTION’ FIXING THE MINIMUM AGE FOR
THE ADMISSION OF CHILDREN TO EMPLOYMENT AT
SEA (REVISED 1986), AS MODIFIED BY THE FINAL
ARTICLES REVISION CONVENTION 19462

The GeneralConferenceof the International Labour Organisation,

Having been convenedat Geneva by the Governing Body of the
InternationalLabourOffice, andhavingmet in its Twenty-second
Sessionon 22 October 1986, and

Having decidedupon the adoptionof certainproposalswith regardto
the partial revision of the Conventionfixing the minimum age for
admission of children to employment at sea adopted by the
Conferenceat its SecondSession,the questionforming the agenda
of the presentSession,and

Consideringthat theseproposalsmust takethe form of an international
Convention,

adoptsthis twenty-fourth day of October of the year one thousandnine
hundredand thirty-six the following Convention, which may be cited as
the Minimum Age (Sea)Convention(Revised),1986:

Article 1

For the purposeof this Convention,the term “vessel” includesall ships
and boats, of any nature whatsoever,engagedin maritime navigation,
whetherpublicly or privately owned; it excludesshipsof war.

Article 2

1. Childrenunderthe ageof fifteen yearsshallnot be employedor work
on vessels,otherthanvesselsuponwhich only membersof the samefamily
are employed.

~ For the date of entry into force of the Conventionand the list of ratifications
seeCertified Statementon page214.

2 United Nations, Treaty Series,Volume 88, page3.
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2. Providedthat nationallaws or regulationsmayprovidefor the issue
in respectof children of not lessthan fourteenyearsof age of certificates
permitting themto be employed in casesin which an educationalor other
appropriateauthority designatedby such laws or regulationsis satisfied,
after having dueregard to the healthandphysical condition of the child
andto the prospectiveas well as to the immediatebenefit to the child of
the employmentproposed,that such employmentwill be beneficialto the
child.

Article 3

The provisionsof Article 2 shallnot apply to work doneby childrenon
school-shipsor training-ships, provided that such work is approvedand
supervisedby public authority.

Article 4

In orderto facilitate the enforcementof the provisionsof this Conven-
tion, every shipmastershall be requiredto keepa registerof all persons
underthe ageof sixteenyearsemployedon boardhis vessel,or a list of them
in the articlesof agreement,andof the datesof their births.

Article 5

This Conventionshall not comeinto force until after the adoptionby
the InternationalLabourConferenceof aConventionrevisingthe Convention
fixing theminimum agefor admissionof childrento industrial employment,
1919, and a Conventionrevising the Convention concerningthe age for
admissionof children to non-industrialemployment,1982.

Article 6

The formal ratifications of this Conventionshall be communicatedto
the Director-Generalof the InternationalLabour Office for registration.

Article 7

1. This Conventionshall be binding only upon thoseMembersof the
InternationalLabourOrganisationwhoseratificationshavebeenregistered
with the Director-General.

2. Subjectto the provisionsof Article 5 aboveit shallcomeinto force
twelve monthsafter the date on which the ratificationsof two Members
havebeenregisteredwith the Director-General.

8. Thereafter,this Conventionshall comeinto force for any Member
twelve months after the dateon which its ratification hasbeenregistered.
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Article 8

As soonasthe ratificationsof two Membersof the InternationalLabour
Organisationhavebeenregistered,the Director-Generalof the International
Labour Office shallso notify all the Membersof the InternationalLabour
Organisation. He shall likewise notify them of the registrationof ratifi-
cations which may be communicatedsubsequentlyby other Membersof
the Organisation.

Article 9
1. A Memberwhich hasratified this Conventionmaydenounceit after

the expirationof ten years from the date on which the Conventionfirst
comesinto force, by an act communicatedto the Director-Generalof the
InternationalLabour Office for registration. Such denunciationshall not
take effect until oneyearafter the dateon which it is registered.

2. EachMemberwhich has ratified this Conventionand which does
not, within the year following the expiration of the period of ten years
mentioned in the precedingparagraph,exercisethe right of denunciation
provided for in this Article, will be boundfor anotherperiod of ten years
and, thereafter,may denouncethis Conventionat the expirationof each
period of ten years under the termsprovided for in this Article.

Article 10

At the expiration of each period of ten years after the coming into
force of this Convention,the GoverningBody of the InternationalLabour
Office shall presentto the GeneralConferencea report on the working of
this Conventionandshall considerthe desirabilityof placingon the agenda
of the Conferencethe questionof its revision in wholeor in part.

Article 11
1. Shouldthe Conferenceadoptanew Conventionrevisingthis Conven-

tion in wholeor in part,then,unlessthe new Conventionotherwiseprovides,

(a) the ratification by a Member of the new revising Convention shall
ipso jure involve the immediate denunciation of this Convention,
notwithstandingthe provisionsof Article 9 above,if andwhenthenew
revising Conventionshall have come into force;

(b) as from the date when the new revising Conventioncomes into force
this Conventionshall ceaseto be opento ratification by the Members.

2. This Conventionshall in anycaseremainin force in its actual form
andcontentfor thoseMemberswhich haveratified it but havenot ratified
the revising Convention.
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Article 12

TheFrenchandEnglishtextsof this Conventionshallbothbeauthentic.

Theforegoingistheauthentictextof theMinimum Age(Sea)Convention
(Revised), 1936, as modified by the Final Articles Revision Convention,
1946.

The original text of the Conventionwas authenticatedon 5 December
1986 by the signaturesof PaalBerg, Presidentof the Conference,and
Harold Butler, Director of the InternationalLabour Office.

The Conventionfirst cameinto force on 11 April 1939.

IN FAITH WHEREOF I have, in pursuanceof the provisionsof Article 6
of the Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946, authenticatedwith my
signaturethis thirty-first day of August 1948 two original copies of the
text of the Convention as modified.

Edward PHELAN

Director-General

of the InternationalLabour Office
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CERTIFIED STATEMENT

This is to certify that the Minimum Age (Sea) Convention(Revised),1986,
adoptedby the International Labour Conferenceon 24 October 1986, at its
Twenty-secondSession,and which enteredinto force on 11 April 1989, has to
date beenratified by the following countries,and that theseratificationswere
duly registeredon the datesindicated’:

Belgium
Brazil
France
Iraq
Netherlands

11. 4.1938
12.10.1938
9.12.1948

80.12.1989
8. 7.1947

Geneva,10 August 1949.

For the Director-General

C. W. JENKS
Legal Adviser

‘ TheseSlatesarc Partiesto the Final Articles RevisionConvention,1946.

Country
Date of registration

of ratification Country
Date of registration

of ratification

New Zealand 7. 6.1946
Norway 7. 7.1937
Sweden 6. 1.1939
United States of

America 29.10.1938
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