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No. 687. CONVENTION’ CONCERNING SAFETY PROVI-
SIONS IN THE BUILDING INDUSTRY, AS MODIFIED
BY THE FINAL ARTICLES REVISION CONVENTION,
19462

The GeneralConferenceof the InternationalLabour Organisation,
Having beenconvenedat Genevaby the GoverningBody of the Inter-

nationalLabourOffice, andhavingmet in its Twenty-third Session
on 8 June1987,and

Consideringthat buildingwork givesriseto seriousaccidentriskswhich
it is necessaryto reduceboth on humanitarianandon economic
grounds,and

Having decidedupon the adoptionof certainproposalswith regardto
safetyprovisionsfor workersin the buildingindustrywith reference
to scaffoldingandhoisting machinery,which is the first item on
the agendaof the Session,and

Consideringthat, in view of the desirability of standardisingminimum
safety provisions without prescribingrequirementstoo rigid for
generalapplication,the mostappropriateform for theseproposals
is that of an internationalConventionaccompaniedby a Recom-
mendationembodyinga model codeof safety regulations,

adoptsthistwenty-third dayof Juneof the yearonethousandninehundred
andthirty-seventhe following Convention,which maybecited as the Safety
Provisions(Building) Convention,1937:

PART I. OBLIGATIoNs OF PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION

Article 1

1. EachMemberof the InternationalLabourOrganisationwhichratifies
thisConventionundertakesthatit will maintainin forcelawsor regulations—
(a) which ensurethe applicationof the GeneralRules setforth in PartsII

to IV of this Convention;and

1 For the dateof entry into force of the Conventionand the list of ratifications
seeCertified Statementon page252.

2 UnitedNations, Treaty Series,Volume 88, page3.
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(b) in virtue of which an appropriateauthority haspowerto makeregu-
lations for the purposeof giving such effect as may be possibleand
desirableunder nationalconditions to the provisionsof, or provisions
equivalentto the provisionsof, the modelcodeannexedto the Safety
Provisions(Building) Recommendation,1937,or anyrevisedmodelcode
subsequentlyrecommendedby the InternationalLabour Conference.

2. Each such Member further undertakesthat it will communicate
everythird yearto the InternationalLabour Office a report indicating the
extentto which effect has beengiven to the provisionsof the model code
annexedto the SafetyProvisions(Building) Recommendation,1987, or of
any revisedmodel code subsequentlyrecommendedby the International
LabourConference.

Article 2
1. The laws or regulationsfor ensuringthe applicationof the General

Rules setforth in PartsII to IV of this Conventionshallapply to all work
done on the site in connectionwith the construction, repair, alteration,
maintenanceanddemolition of all types of buildings.

2. Thesaidlaws or regulationsmayprovidethatthe competentauthori-
ty may, after consultationwith the organisationsof employersandworkers
concernedwheresuchexist, exemptfrom all or any of their provisionswork
of such a characterthat reasonablysafeconditionsnormally obtain.

Article 3
The laws or regulationsfor ensuringthe applicationof the General

Rules setforth in PartsII to IV of this Convention,andregulationsmade
by the appropriateauthority for the purposeof giving effect to the model
code annexedto the Safety Provisions(Building) Recommendation,1987,
shall—
(a) require employersto bring themto the noticeof all personsconcerned

in a mannerapprovedby the competentauthority;

(b) define the personsresponsiblefor compliancetherewith;and
(c) prescribeadequatepenaltiesfor any violation thereof.

Article 4
EachMember which ratifies this Conventionundertakesto maintain,

or satisfyitself thatthereis maintained,asystemof inspectionadequateto
ensure the effective enforcementof its laws and regulationsrelating to
safetyprecautionsin the building industry.
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Article 5

1. In the caseof a Memberthe territory of which includeslarge areas
where,by reasonof the sparsenessof the populationor the stageof economic
developmentof thearea,the competentauthorityconsidersit impracticable
to enforcethe provisionsof this Convention,the authority may exempt
suchareasfrom the applicationof the Conventioneithergenerallyor with
such exceptions in respect of particular localities or particular kinds of
building operationsas it thinks fit.

2. Each Member shall indicate in its first annual report upon the
applicationof this ConventionsubmittedunderArticle 22 of the Constitution
of the InternationalLabour Organisationany areasin respectof which it
proposesto haverecourseto the provisionsof the presentArticle andno
Membershall, after the dateof its first annualreport,haverecourseto the
provisionsof the presentArticle exceptin respectof areasso indicated.

8. Each Member having recourse to the provisions of the present
Article shall indicatein subsequentannual reportsany areasin respectof
whichit renouncesthe right to haverecourseto the provisionsof thepresent
Article.

Article 6

EachMemberwhich ratifiesthisConventionundertakesto communicate
annuallyto the InternationalLabourOffice the latest statisticalinformation
relating to the numberandclassificationof accidentsoccurring to persons
occupiedon work within the scopeof this Convention.

PART II. GENERAL RULES AS TO SCAFFOLDS

Article 7

1. Suitablescaffolds shall be provided for workmenfor all work that
cannotbe safelydonefrom a ladderor by othermeans.

2. A scaffold shall not be constructed,taken down, or substantially

altered,except—

(a) underthe supervisionof acompetentandresponsibleperson;and
(b) as far aspossibleby competentworkerspossessingadequateexperience

in this kind of work.
No. 637
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8. All scaffoldsand appliancesconnectedtherewith and all ladders
shall—
(a) be of soundmaterial;
(b) be of adequatestrengthhavingregardto the loadsandstrainsto which

theywill be subjected;and
(c) be maintainedin propercondition.

4. Scaffoldsshallbe soconstructedthatno part thereofcanbe displaced
in consequenceof normaluse.

5. Scaffoldsshall not be overloadedandso far as practicablethe load
shall be evenlydistributed.

6. Before installinglifting gearon scaffoldsspecialprecautionsshall be

takento ensurethe strengthandstability of the scaffolds.

7. Scaffolds shall be periodically inspectedby a competentperson.

8. Beforeallowingascaffoldto be usedby his workmeneveryemployer
shall, whether the scaffold has beenerectedby his workmenor not, take
stepsto ensurethat it compliesfully with the requirementsof this Article.

Article 8

1. Working platforms,gangwaysandstairwaysshall—

(a) be soconstructedthat no part thereofcansagunduly or unequally;

(b) be so constructedand maintained,having regard to the prevailing
conditions,as to reduceas far as practicablerisks of personstripping
or slipping;and

(c) be kept free from any unnecessaryobstruction.

2. In the caseof working platforms, gangways,working places and
stairwaysat aheight exceedingthat to be prescribedby national laws or
regulations—
(a) every working platform andevery gangwayshall be closely boarded

unlessother.adequatemeasuresaretakento ensuresafety;

(b) every working platform andgangwayshall haveadequatewidth; and

(c) everyworking platform,gangway,working placeandstairwayshallbe
suitablyfenced.

No. 637
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Article 9

1. Every opening in the floor of a building or in a working platform
shall, exceptfor the time andto the extentrequiredto allow the accessof
personsor the transport or shifting of material,be provided with suitable
meansto preventthe fall of personsor material.

2. When personsare employedon a roof wherethere is a dangerof
faffing from a height exceedingthat to be prescribedby national laws or
regulations,suitableprecautionsshallbe takento preventthe fall of persons
or material.

8. Suitableprecautionsshallbe takento preventpersonsbeingstruck

by articleswhich might fall from scaffoldsor other working places.

Article 10

1. Safemeansof accessshallbe providedto all working platformsand
otherworking places.

2. Every laddershallbe securelyfixed andof suchlengthas to provide
securehandholdandfoothold atevery positionat which it is used.

8. Every place wherework is carriedon andthe meansof approach
theretoshall be adequatelylighted.

4. Adequateprecautionsshallbetakento preventdangerfrom electrical
equipment.

5. No materialson the site shall be so stackedor placedas to cause
dangerto any person.

PART III. GENERAL RULES AS TO II0I5TING APPLIANcES

Article 11

1. Hoistingmachinesandtackle, including their attachments,anchor-
agesandsupports,shall—

(a) be of good mechanical construction, sound material and adequate
strengthandfree from patentdefect;and

(b) be kept in good repairandin goodworking order.

2. Every rope usedin hoistingor lowering materialsor as a meansof
suspensionshall be of suitablequality andadequatestrengthandfree from
patentdefect.
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Article 12
1. Hoisting machinesand tackle shall be examinedand adequately

testedaftererectionon thesite andbeforeuseandbere-examinedin position
at intervalsto be prescribedby nationallaws or regulations.

2. Every chain, ring, hook, shackle,swivel and pulley block used in
hoisting or lowering materialsor as ameansof suspensionshallbe periodi-
cally examined.

Article 13

1. Every cranedriver or hoistingapplianceoperatorshallbe properly
qualified.

2. No personunderan age to be prescribedby national laws or regu-
lations shall be in control of any hoisting machine,including any scaffold
winch, or give signalsto the operator.

Article 14

1. In the caseof everyhoistingmachineandof everychain,ring, hook,
shackle,swivel andpulley block usedin hoistingor loweringor asa means
of suspensionthe safeworkingloadshallbe ascertainedby adequatemeans.

2. Every hoisting machineand all gearreferredto in the preceding
paragraphshallbe plainly markedwith the safeworking load.

8. In the caseof ahoistingmachinehavingavariablesafeworkingload
eachsafeworking loadandtheconditionsunderwhich it is applicableshall
be clearly indicated.

4. No part of anyhoisting machineor of anygearreferredto in para-
graph1 of this Article shall be loadedbeyondthe safeworking loadexcept
for the purposeof testing.

Article 15

1. Motors, gearing,transmissions,electric wiring andother dangerous
partsof hoistingappliancesshall be providedwith efficient safeguards.

2. Hoistingappliancesshallbe providedwith suchmeansaswifi reduce
to aminimumthe risk of the accidentaldescentof the load.

8. Adequateprecautionsshall be taken to reduceto a minimum the
risk of any part of asuspendedloadbecomingaccidentallydisplaced.
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PART IV. GENERAL Rui~sAS TO SAFETY EQUIPMENTAND FIRSTAID

Article 16

1. All necessarypersonalsafetyequipmentshall be kept availablefor
theuseof the personsemployedon the siteandbe maintainedin acondition
suitablefor immediateuse.

2. The workersshall be requiredto use the equipmentthus provided
and the employershall take adequatesteps to ensureproper use of the
equipmentby thoseconcerned.

Article 17

When work is carriedon in proximity to anyplacewherethereis a risk
of drowning,all necessaryequipmentshall be providedandkept readyfor
use andall necessarysteps shall be taken for the prompt rescueof any
personin danger.

Article 18

Adequateprovision shallbe madefor prompt first-aid treatmentof all
injuries likely to be sustainedduringthe courseof the work.

PART V. FINAL PRovIsIoNs

Article 19

The formal ratificationsof this Conventionshall be communicatedto

the Director-Generalof the InternationalLabourOffice for registration.

Article 20

1. This Conventionshall be binding only upon thoseMembersof the
InternationalLabour Organisationwhoseratificationshavebeenregistered
‘with the Director-General.

2. It shall comeinto force twelve monthsafter the dateon which the
ratificationsof two Membershavebeenregisteredwith the Director-General.

8. Thereafter,this Conventionshall come into force for any Member
twelve monthsafter the dateon which its ratification hasbeenregistered.
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Article 21

As soonas the ratificationsof two Membersof the InternationalLabour
Organisationhavebeenregistered,theDirector-Generalof the International
Labour Office shall so notify all the Membersof the InternationalLabour
Organisation. He shall likewise notify them of the registrationof ratifi-
cationswhich maybe communicatedsubsequentlyby otherMembersof the
Organisation.

Article 22
1. A Memberwhich hasratified this Conventionmaydenounceit after

the expirationof ten years from the date on which the Conventionfirst
comes into force, by an act communicatedto the Director-Generalof the
InternationalLabour Office for registration. Such denunciationshall not
take effect until oneyearafter the dateon which it is registered.

2. Each Memberwhich hasratified this Conventionand which does
not, within the year following the expiration of the period of ten years
mentionedin the precedingparagraph,exercisethe right of denunciation
provided for in this Article, will be boundfor anotherperiod of ten years
and, thereafter,may denouncethis Conventionat the expiration of each
periodof ten yearsunderthe termsprovided for in this Article.

Article 23
At the expirationof eachperiodof tenyearsafterthe coming into force

of this Convention,the GoverningBody of the InternationalLabourOffice
shall presentto the GeneralConferencea report on the working of this
Conventionand shall considerthe desirability of placing on the agendaof
the Conferencethe questionof its revision in wholeor in part.

Article 24
1. Should the Conferenceadopta new Conventionrevising this Con-

vention in whole or in part, then, unless the new Convention otherwise
provides,

(a) the ratification by a Memberof the new revising Conventionshall ipso
jure involve the immediatedenunciationof this Convention,notwith-
standingthe provisionsof Article 22 above,if andwhenthe newrevising
Conventionshall havecomeinto force;

(b) as from the datewhen the new revising Conventioncomes into force
this Conventionshall ceaseto be opento ratification by the Members.

2. This Conventionshall in any caseremainin force in its actual form
and contentfor those Memberswhich haveratified it but havenot ratified
the revising Convention.
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Article 25

TheFrenchandEnglishtextsof this Conventionshallbothbe authentic.

Theforegoing is the authentictext of the Safety Provisions(Building)
Convention, 1987, as modified by the Final Articles Revision Convention,
1946.

The original text of the Convention was authenticatedon 10 August
1987 by the signaturesof SeanF. Lemass,Presidentof the Conference,and
Harold Butler, Director of the InternationalLabour Office.

The Conventionfirst cameinto force on 4 July 1942.

IN FAITH WHEREOF I have, in pursuanceof the provisionsof Article 6
of the Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946, authenticatedwith my
signaturethis thirty-first day of August1948 two original copiesof the text
of the Conventionasmodified.

Edward PIIELAN

Director-General
of the InternationalLabourOffice
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CERTIFIED STATEMENT

This is to certify that the Safety Provisions (Building) Convention, 1987,
adoptedby the InternationalLabourConferenceon 28 June1987,at its Twenty-
third Session,and which enteredinto force on 4 July 1942, has to datebeen
ratified by the following countriesandthat theseratificationswereduly registered
on the datesindicated1:

Date of registration
Country of ratification

Finland 8.4.1947
Mexico 4.7.1941
Switzerland 23.5.1940

Geneva,10 August 1949.

For the Director-General

C. W. JENKS

Legal Adviser

1 TheseStatesare Partiesto the Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946.
No. 637


