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No. 638. CONVENTION~ CONCERNING STATISTICS OF
WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK IN THE PRINCIPAL
MINING AND MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES, IN-
CLUDING BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION, AND IN
AGRICULTURE, AS MODIFIED BY THE FINAL
ARTICLES REVISION CONVENTION, 19462

The GeneralConferenceof the InternationalLabour Organisation,
Having beenconvenedat Genevaby the GoverningBody of the Inter-

national Labour Office, and having met in its Twenty-fourth
Sessionon 2 June 1938, and

Having decidedupon the adoptionof certainproposalswith regardto
statisticsof wagesand hoursof work in the principal mining and
manufacturingindustries,includingbuilding andconstruction,and
in agriculture, which is the sixth item on the agendaof the
Session,and

Having determined that these proposalsshall take the form of an
internationalConvention,and

Having determinedthat, althoughit is desirablethat all Membersof
the Organisationshouldcompile statisticsof averageearningsand
of hours actually workedwhich comply with the requirementsof
Part II of this Convention, it is neverthelessexpedientthat the
Conventionshould be opento ratification by Memberswhich are
not in apositionto comply with the requirementsof thatPart,

adoptsthis twentieth day of Juneof the yearone thousandnine hundred
and thirty-eight the following Convention, which may be cited as the
ConventionconcerningStatisticsof WagesandHoursof Work, 1938

PART I. GENERAL PRovIsIoNs

Article 1

EachMember of the InternationalLabour Organisationwhich ratifies
this Conventionundertakesthat
(a) it will compile as required by this Convention statisticsrelating to

wagesandhoursof work;
For the dateof entry into force of the Conventionandthe list of ratifications

seeCertified Statementon page278.
United Nations,Treaty Series,Volume 38, page3.
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(b) it will publish the datacompiled in pursuanceof this Conventionas
promptly as possibleand will endeavourto publish datacollectedat
quarterly or morefrequent intervalsduring the succeedingquarterand
to publish datacollectedat intervalsof six or twelve monthsduring the
succeedingsix or twelve months respectively;and

(c) it will communicatethedatacompiled in pursuanceof this Convention
to the Internationallabour Office at the earliestpossibledate.

Article 2

1. Any Memberwhich ratifies this Conventionmay, by a declaration
appendedto its ratification, excludefrom its acceptanceof the Convention:

(a) any oneof Parts II, III, or TV; or

(b) Parts II and IV; or
(c) Parts III andIV.

2. Any Memberwhich hasmadesuch a declarationmay at any time
cancel that dec~larationby a subsequentdeclaration.

8. Every Member for which a declarationmadeunder paragraph1 of
this Article is in forceshall indicateeachyearin its annualreportupon the
application of this Convention the extent to which any progresshas been
madewith a view to the applicationof the Part or Partsof the Convention
excludedfrom its acceptance.

Article 3

Nothing in this Conventionimposes any obligation to publish or to
revealparticularswhichwould resultin the disclosureof informationrelating
to any individual undertakingor establishment.

Article 4

1. Each Member which ratifies this Convention undertakesthat its
competentstatistical authority shall, unless it has already obtained the
information in someother way, make enquiriesrelating eitherto all, or to
a representativepart, of the wageearnersconcerned,in order to obtain the
informationrequiredfor thepurposeof thestatisticswhich it hasundertaken
to compile in accordancewith this Convention.

2. Nothing in this Convention shall be interpreted as requiring any
Member to compile statisticsin casesin which, after inquiries madein the
maimer required by paragraph1 of this Article, it is found impracticable
to obtain the necessaryinformation without the exercise of compulsory
powers.
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PART II. STATISTICS OF AVERAGE EARNINGS AND OF HOURS
ACTUALLY WORKED IN MINING AND MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES

Article S

1. Statisticsof averageearningsandof hoursactuallyworked shallbe
compiled for wage earnersemployed in eachof the principal mining and
manufacturingindustries,including building andconstruction.

2. The statisticsof averageearningsandof hoursactuallyworkedshall
be compiled on the basis of data relating either to all establishmentsand
wage earnersor to a representativesample of establishmentsand wage
earners.

8. The statistics of average earnings and of hours actually worked
shall—

(a) give separatefigures for eachof the principal industries;and
(b) indicate briefly the scopeof the industriesor branchesof industry for

which figuresare given.

Article 6

The statisticsof averageearningsshall include—

(a) all cash paymentsand bonusesreceivedfrom the employer by the
personsemployed;

(b) contributions such as social insurancecontributions payable by the
employedpersonsanddeductedby the employer; and

(c) taxes payable by the employed personsto a public authority and
deductedby the employer.

Article 7

In the caseof countriesandindustriesin which allowancesin kind, for
examplein the form of freeor cheaphousing,food or fuel, form a substantial
part of the total remunerationof the wage earnersemployed,the statistics
of averageearningsshall be supplementedby particularsof suchallowances,
togetherwith estimates,so far as practicable,of their money value.

Article 8

The statistics of average earningsshall be supplemented,so far as
practicable,by indicationsasto theaverageamountof anyfamily allowances
perpersonemployedin the periodto which the statisticsrelate.
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Article 9

1. The statisticsof averageearnings shall relate to averageearnings

per hour,day, week or othercustomaryperiod.

2. Where the statisticsof averageearningsrelate to averageearnings
per day, weekor othercustomaryperiod, the statisticsof actualhoursshall
relateto the sameperiod.

Article 10

1. The statistics of average earnings and of hours actually worked,
referredto in Article 9, shallbe compiledonceeveryyearandwherepossible
at shorterintervals.

2. Once every threeyears and where possibleat shorterintervals the
statistics of averageearningsand, so far as practicable, the statistics of
hours actually worked shall be supplementedby separatefigures for each
sexand for adultsandjuveniles; providedthat it shall not be necessaryto
compile theseseparatefigures in the caseof industriesin which all but an
insignificant number of the wage earnersbelong to the samesex or age
group, or to compile the separatefiguresof hoursactually workedfor males
andfemales,or for adultsand juveniles, in the caseof industriesin which
the normalhoursof work do not vary by sex or age.

Article 11

Where the statisticsof averageearningsandof hoursactually worked
relatenot to the whole country but to certaindistricts, townsor industrial
centres, these districts, towns or centres shall, so far as practicable, be
indicated.

Article 12

1. Index numbersshowing the generalmovementof earningsper hour
andwherepossibleperday,weekor othercustomaryperiodshallbecompiled
at asfrequentandasregularintervalsaspossibleon the basisof thestatistics
compiledin pursuanceof this Part of this Convention.

2. In compiling such index numbersdue accountshall be taken, inter
alia, of the relative importanceof the different industries.

8. In publishing such index numbersindicationsshall be given as to
the methodsemployedin their construction.

No. 638
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PART HI. STATISTICS OF TIME RATES OF WAGES AND OF NORMAL Houns
OF WORK IN MINING AND MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES

Article 13

Statisticsof time rates of wagesand of normal hours of work of wage
earnersshall be compiled for a representativeselection of the principal
mining and manufacturingindustries, including building and construction.

Article 14
1. The statisticsof time rates of wagesand of normal hours of work

shall show the ratesand hours—

(a) fixed by or in pursuanceof laws or regulations,collective agreements
or arbitral awards;

(b) ascertainedfrom organisationsof employersand workers, from joint
bodies, or from other appropriate sourcesof information, in cases
where rates and hours are not fixed by or in pursuanceof laws or
regulations,collectiveagreementsor arbitral awards.

2. The statisticsof time rates of wagesand of normal hours of work
shall indicate the nature and source of the information from which they
havebeencompiled andwhether it relatesto ratesor hours fixed by or in
pursuanceof laws or regulations,collective agreementsor arbitral awards,
or to rates or hours fixed by arrangementsbetweenemployers and wage
earnersindividually.

8. Whenratesof wagesaredescribedas minimum (otherthan statutory
minimum) rates, standardrates, typical rates, or prevailing rates, or by
similar terms, the termsusedshallbe explained.

4. “Normal hours of work”, wherenot fixed by or in pursuanceof laws
or regulations,collective agreements or arbitral awards,shall be taken as
meaningthe number of hours,per day, week or other period, in excessof
which any time worked is remuneratedat overtimeratesor formsanexcep-
tion to the rules or customof the establishmentrelatingto the classesof
wage earnersconcerned.

Article 15
1. The statistics of time ratesof wagesand of normal hours of work

shall give

(a) at intervals of not more than three years, separatefigures for the
principal occupationsin a wide and representativeselection of the
different industries; and
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(b) at leastonceayear,andif possibleat shorterintervals,separatefigures
for the main occupationsin the most important of theseindustries.

2. Thedatarelatingto time ratesof wagesandof normalhoursof work
shall be presented,so far as practicable,on the basis of the sameoccupa-
tional classification.

8. Where the sourcesof information from which the statistics are
compiled do not indicate the separateoccupationsto which the rates or
hours apply, but fix varying ratesof wagesor hours of work for other
categoriesof workers (such as skilled workers, semi-skilled workers and
unskilled workers) or fix normal hours of work by classesof undertakings
or branchesof undertakings,the separatefiguresshall be given accordingto
thesedistinctions.

4. Wherethe categoriesof workers for which figures aregiven arenot
separateoccupations,the scope of each c-ategoryshall, in so far as the
necessaryparticulars are given in the sourcesof information from which
the statisticsare compiled,be indicated.

Article 16

Where the statisticsof time ratesdo not give the ratesper hour but
give ratesperday, week, or othercustomaryperiod

(a) the statisticsof normal hours of work shall relate to the sameperiod;
and

(b) the Membershall communicatedto the International LabourOffice any
informationappropriatefor thepurposeof calculatingtheratesperhour.

Article 17

Wherethe sourcesof informationfrom which the statisticsarecompiled
give separateparticulars,classifiedby sexandage,the statisticsof time rates
of wagesandof normalhoursof work shall give separatefiguresfor eachsex
andfor adultsandjuveniles.

Article 18

Wherethe statisticsof time ratesof wagesand of normalhoursof work
relatenot to the whole countrybut to certaindistricts, townsor industrial
centres,these districts, towns or centres shall, so far as practicable, be
indicated.

No. 638



268 United Nations — Treaty Series 1949

Article 19

Wherethe sourcesof informationfrom which thestatisticsof time rates
and of normal hours of work are compiled containsuch particulars, the
statisticsshall at intervalsnot exceedingthreeyearsindicate—

(a) the scaleof anypaymentfor holidays;
(b) the scaleof anyfamily allowances;
(c) the rates or percentageadditions to normal ratespaid for overtime;

and
(d) the amountof overtime permitted.

Article 20

In the easeof countriesandindustriesin whichallowancesin kind, for
examplein theform of freeandcheaphousing,food or fuel, form asubstantial
part of the total remunerationof the wageearnersemployed, the statistics
oftimeratesof wagesshallbesupplementedby particularsof suchallowances,
togetherwith estimates,sofar aspracticable,of their money value.

Article 21

1. Annual index numbersshowing the general movementof rates of
wagesper hour or per week shall be compiledon the basis of the statistics
compiled in pursuanceof thisPart of this Convention,supplemented,where
necessary,by any other relevant information which may be available (for
example,particularsasto changesin piece-workratesof wages).

2. Where only an index numberof ratesof wagesper hour or only an
index numberof ratesof wagesperweekis compiled,thereshall be compiled
an index number of changesin normal hours of work constructedon the
samebasis.

8. In compiling such index numbersdueaccount shaUbe taken, inter
alia, of the relative importanceof the different industries.

4. In publishingsuch index numbersindications shall be given as to
the methodsemployedin their construction.
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PART IV. STATISTICS OF WAGES AND I{ouRs OF WORK IN AGRICULTURE

Article 22

1. Statistics of wages shall be compiled in respectof wage earners
engagedin agriculture.

2. The statisticsof wagesin agricultureshall—

(a) be compiledat intervalsnot exceedingtwo years;

(b) give separatefiguresfor eachof the principal districts; and

(c) indicatethe nature of the allowancesin kind (includinghousing),if any,
by which moneywagesaresupplemented,and, if possible,an estimate
of the moneyvalueof such allowances.
8. The statistics of wages in agriculture shall be supplementedby

indicationsas to—

(a) the categoriesof agricultural wageearnersto which the statistics relate;

(b) the natureandsourceof the informationfrom which they havebeen
compiled;

(c) the methodsemployedin their’compilation; and

(d) so far as practicable,the normal hours of work of the wage earners

concerned.

PART V. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Article 23

1. Any Member the territory of which includes large areasin respect
of which, by reasonof the difficulty of creating the necessaryadministrative
organisation and the sparsenessof the population or the stageof economic
developmentof the area,it is impracticableto compile statisticscomplying
with the requirementsof this Convention may excludesuch areasfrom the
application of this Conventionin whole or in part.

2. Each Member shall indicate in its first annual report upon the
application of this Conventionsubmitted underArticle 22 of the Constitution
of the International Labour Organisation any areasin respectof which it
proposesto haverecourseto the provisionsof this Article and no Member
shall, after the dateof its first annualreport, haverecourseto the provisions
of this Article exceptin respectof areasso indicated.
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8. Each Member having recourseto the provisions of the present
Article shall indicate in subsequentannual reports any areasin respectof
which it renouncesthe right to have recourseto the provisions of this
Article.

Article 24

1. The GoverningBody of the International Labour Office may, after
taking such technical advice as it may deemappropriate,communicateto
the Membersof the Organisationproposalsfor improving and amplifying
the statisticscompiledin pursuanceof this Conventionor for promotingtheir
comparability.

2. EachMemberratifying this Conventionundertakesthatit will—

(a) submit for the considerationof its competentstatisticalauthority any

such proposalscommunicatedto it by the GoverningBody;

(b) indicatein its annualreportuponthe applicationof the Conventionthe
extent to which it has given effect to such proposals.

PART VI. FINAL PRO~VISIONS

Article 25

The formal ratifications of this Conventionshall be communicatedto
the Director-Generalof the InternationalLabourOffice for registration.

Article 26

1. This Conventionshall be binding only upon Membersof the Inter-
national Labour Organisationwhose ratification havebeenregisteredwith
the Director-General.

2. It shall comeinto force twelve monthsafter the date on which the
ratificationsof two Membershavebeenregisteredwith the Director-General.

8. Thereafter, this Convention shall come into force for any Member
twelve monthsafter the dateon which its ratification has beenregistered.

Article 27

As soonasthe ratificationsof two Membersof the InternationalLabour
Organisationhavebeenregistered,the Director-Generaiof theInternational
Labour Office shall so notify all the Membersof the International Labour
Organisation. He shall likewise notify them of the registrationo ratifi-
cationswhich may be communicatedsubsequentlyby otherMembersof the
Organisation.
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Article 28

1. A Member which hasratified this Conventionmay denounceit after
the expiration of ten years from the date on which the Convention first
comes into force, by an act communicatedto the Director-Generalof the
InternationalLabour Office for registration. Such denunciationshall not
takeeffect until oneyearafter the dateon which it is registered.

2. EachMemberwhich hasratified this Conventionandwhich doesnot,
within theyearfollowing theexpirationof theperiodof ten yearsmentioned
in the precedingparagraph,exercisethe right of denunciationprovidedfor
in this Article, will be boundfor anotherperiodof ten years and,thereafter,
may denouncethis Conventionat theexpiration of eachperiodof ten years
underthe termsprovided for in this Article.

Article 29

At theexpirationof eachperiodof ten yearsafter the coming into force
of this Convention,the GoverningBody of the International Labour Office
shall presentto the GeneralConferencea report on the working of this
Conventionandshall considerthe desirability of placing on the agendaof
the Conferencethe questionof its revision in whole or in part.

Article 30

1. Shouldthe Conferenceadoptanew Conventionrevisingthis Conven-
tion in wholeor in part,then,unlessthenew Conventionotherwiseprovides,

(a) the ratification by aMember of the new revising Conventionshallipso
jure involve the immediatedenunciationof this Convention,notwith-
standingthe provisionsof Article 28 above,if andwhenthe new revising
Conventionshallhavecomeinto force;

(b) as from the date when the new revising Conventioncomes into force

this Conventionshall ceaseto be opento ratification by the Members.

2. This Conventionshall in any caseremainin force in its actual form
and contentfor those Memberswhich haveratified it but havenot ratified
the revising Convention.

Article 31

TheFrenchandEnglishtextsof this Conventionshallbothbe authentic.
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The foregoing is the authentic text of the Convention concerning
Statistics of Wages and Hours of Work, 1938, as modified by the Final
Articles Revision Convention,1946.

The original text of the Conventionwasauthenticatedon 2 August1938
by the signaturesof Waldemar Fahcâo,Presidentof the Conference,and
HaroldButler, Director of the International LabourOffice.

The Conventionfirst cameinto force on 22 June 1940.

IN FAITH WHEREOF I have, in pursuanceof the provisionsof Article 6
of the Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946, authenticatedwith my
signaturethis thirty-first dayof August 1948 two original copiesof thetext
of the Conventionas modified.

Edward PKELAN

Director-General
of the InternationalLabourOffice
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CERTIFIED STATEMENT

This is to certify that the ConventionconcerningStatisticsof Wages and
Hoursof Work, 1988,adoptedby the InternationalLabourConferenceon 20 June
1988 at its Twenty-fourthSession,andwhich enteredinto force on 22 June1940,
has to datebeenratified by the following countriesand that theseratifications
wereduly registeredon the datesindicated1:

Date of registration Date of registration
Country of ratification Country of ratification

* Australia2 5. 9.1989 * Netherlands 9.8.1940
* Canada 6. 4.1946 * New Zealand’ 18.1.1940
* Denmark’ 22. 6.1939 * Norway’ 29.8.1940
* Egypt’ 5.10.1940 * Sweden~ 21.6.1939

‘4’ Finland 8. 4.1947 * Switzerland 8 28.5.1940
* Ireland 9.10.1946 * Union of South Africa’ 8.8.1989
* Mexico 16. 7.1942 * United Kingdom.... 26.5.1947

Geneva, 10 August 1949.
For the Director-General

C. W. JENKS
Legal Adviser

The namesof Members Parties to the Final Articles Revision Convention, 1046,
aremarkedby an asterisk.

* Ratification accompaniedby adeclarationexcludingfrom the acceptanceof the
ConventionPart II of the said Convention, in accordancewith Article 2 of this
Convention.

* Ratification accompaniedby a declarationexcluding from the acceptanceof the
Convention Part III of the said Convention in accordancewith Article 2 of this
Convention.

‘ Ratification accompanied by a declaration excluding from the acceptance of tile
ConventionParts III andIV of the said Convention, in accordancewith Article 2 of
this Convention.

8 Ratification accompaniedby a declarationexcluding from the acceptanceof
the Convention Part II of the said Convention in accordance with Article 2 of this
Convention.

6 Ratification accompaniedby a declarationexcluding from the acceptance of
the ConventionPart III of tile said Convention, in accordancewith Article 2 of this
Convention.

Ratification accompaniedby a declarationexcluding from the acceptanceof
tile ConventionPart III of the said Convention, in accordancewith Article 2 of this
Convention.

~ Ratification accompaniedby a declarationexcluding from tile acceptanceof
the ConventionPartsIII andIV of the said Convention,in accordancewith Article 2
of this Convention.

Ratification accompaniedby a declarationexcluding from the acceptanceof
the ConventionParts II andIV of the said Convention,in accordancewith Article 2
of this Convention.
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