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TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION

No. 388. CONVENTION1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE POLISH REPUBLIC AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS CON-
CERNING THE QUARANTINE OF AGRICULTURAL
PLANTS AND THEIR PROTECTION FROM PESTSAND
DISEASES. SIGNED AT WARSAW, ON 8 APRIL 1948

For the purposeof concludinga conventionon the quarantineof agricul-
tural plants andtheir protectionfrom pestsand diseases,the Governmentof the
Polish Republicand the Governmentof the Union of Soviet SocialistRepublics
haveappointedas their plenipotentiaries:

For the Governmentof the Polish Republic, StanislawTKACZOW, Deputy

Minister of Agriculture andLandReform;

For the Governmentof the Union of Soviet SocialistRepublics,Vladimir

GeorgevitchYAKLOVLEV, Acting Chargéd’Affaires of the USSRin Poland;

Who, havingcommunicatedtheir full powers,found in good anddueform,
haveagreedon the following:

Article I

Both ContractingPartiesundertake: systematicallyto carry out on their
territoriesasurvey of agriculturalcropsfor the purposeof obtaininginformation
as to the presenceor absenceof the pests and diseasesaffecting agricultural
plantsspecifiedin article 2 of the presentConvention;

to take the necessarysteps to localize anddestroythe centresof infection
of the pestsand diseasesnamedin article 2 of the presentconventionon their
appearancein placeswheretheyhavenot previouslybeenpresent.

REMARK: Should any particularly dangerouspests appearin the territory
of either ContractingParty, the ContractingPartiesundertakefor the
purposeof securingthe completedestructionof such pests to render
eachothermutual aid accordingto agreementby supplyingqualified

~Came into force on 22 October 1948,by the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification
at Moscow, in accordancewith article 9.
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specialists,poisons,materials,machinesandothermeansof combatting
them.

The scaleanddurationof suchmutualaid shallbe determinedby
a specialagreementbetweenthe Parties.

Article 2

The ContractingPartiesshall inform eachother of the appearanceon the
territory of either Party of dangerouspests and diseasesaffecting agricultural
plants andshallindicatethe districts affected.

The above-mentionedpests and diseasesof plants are the following:

Pests:

1. The Coloradobeetle

2. Thepotatonematode

3. The California beetle

Diseases:

1. Potatocanker

2. Flax “pasmo”

The list of pestsanddiseasesaffectingagriculturalplantsin regardto which
both Partiesundertaketo inform eachother mayin the future be modified by
mutualagreementbetweenthe Parties.

Article 3

In view of the seriousdangersto the potato-growingindustry of the Polish
Republicand the Union of Soviet SocialistRepublicsarisingfrom the presence
of the Coloradopotato beetle, the ContractingPartieshave agreedto carry
out unremittinglyon their territoriesas from the beginningof 1947 thefollowing
measuresagainstthe Coloradopotatobeetle:

1. To inform the entirepopulationof the PolishRepublicandthepopula-
tion of the areasof the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics bordering on the
Polish Republic concerningthis pest, and to organizethe population itself
immediately for the purposeof carrying out all-round inspectionsof all areas
plantedwith potatoin order to ensurethe early discovery andconsequentde-
structionof any centresof infection of the above-mentionedpest.

2. To arrangefor the inspectionby partiesof specially trained inspectors
under the leadershipof qualified expertsof all areasplantedwith potatowithin
a radiusof from five to ten kilometresof newly-discoveredanddestroyedcentres
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of infection, and also in other especiallythreatenedplaces into which the
Colorado potato beetleis likely to penetrate.

3. As the centresof infection of the Coloradopotatobeetleare discovered,
whatever their size, to destroy them immediately by radical methods, using
resourcesbasedon the latest scientific and practical discoveriesand imposing
quarantineon the populationor areaat the discretionof the QuarantineService.

To make full use of the experience,scientific knowledge and scientific
achievementsof the QuarantineServicesof the Polish Republicandthe Union
of Soviet Socialist Republicsin the joint struggle againstthe Colorado potato
beetle.

Article 4

Both Contracting Parties agree that consignmentsof goods of vegetable
origin, as for example: seeds,sets, bulbs, cuttingsand stems,and also all con-
signmentsof goodsfor food, fodder and industrialuse,such asgrain, beansand
fruit, shall, on being exportedfrom one country into the other, be coveredby
a certificate issued by the plant QuarantineServiceof the exporting country,
stating that the consignmentsconcernedare free from the pests and diseases
mentionedin article 2 of the presentconvention.

Article 5

Both Contracting Partiesshall issue to the competentauthoritiesin their
territories regulationswhereby the import from any third State of vegetable
products such as seeds,bulbs, cuttings, sets, roots and stemswill be effected
solelyundera permit of the QuarantineService.

The areasin which such vegetableproducts may be used shall also be
definedby the QuarantineService.

Article 6

Both Contracting Parties undertake to establish as appropriate in their

territories specific frontier points at which consignmentsof goods of vegetable
origin may be imported from third countries; to check suchconsignmentscare-
fully for infection by plant pestsand diseases,and to equip the said frontier
pointswith disinfectionchambersfor the disinfectionof consignmentsof imported
goodsof vegetableorigin andwith the necessarymeansfor carrying out analyses
in respectof pestsand diseases.
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Article 7

Both Contracting Parties agreeto inform eachother regarding:

1. All laws and regulationsrelatingto the quarantineof plantsregulating

the import of goods of vegetableorigin as andwhensuch laws are enacted;

2. The specificationsof consignmentssubject to inspectionfor quarantine
purposeson their import into the territory of either Contracting Party, such
information to be supplied annually by 15 January;

3. The resultsof inspectionscarriedout, the occurrenceof the pestsand
diseasesspecified in article 2 of the presentconvention, and the quarantine
measurestaken against those pests and diseases;also, the results achievedin
regardto the destructionof the centresof infection of such pests and diseases,
the first information to be submitted annually by 15 July and the secondby
15 December.

REMARK: Information aboutthe Colorado potato beetle,if any centresof
infection are discovered,shall be conveyedimmediately by telegraph.

Article 8

With a view to solving the problemsrelating to the practical application
of this conventionandalso with aview to mutual information andthe exchange
of experiencein the field of plant quarantine,both Contracting Parties have
agreedto conveneannualSoviet-Polishconferenceson mattersconnectedwith
the struggleagainst pestsand diseasesaffecting agricultural plants.

The conferencesshallbe held alternatelyin the USSR and in Poland,the
datesandmeetingplace to be fixed by mutual agreementof the Parties.

Article 9

The presentconvention is subject to ratification at the earliest possible
dateandshall enterinto force after the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratifica-
tion which will takeplace as soonas possiblein Moscow.

The convention shall remain in force for five years, beginning with the
day of the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification.

Should either of the Contracting Parties desireto terminatethe present
conventionon the expirationof the above-mentionedfive-year period,suchParty
shall give written notice of its intention to the other Party not later than one
yearbeforethe expirationof the presentconvention’speriod of validity. Failing
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suchdenunciation,the conventionshalleachtime be consideredasautomatically
continuedfor a further five-year periodsubjectto the sameconditionin respect
of denunciation.

IN FAITH WHEREOF the plenipotentiarieshavesignedthe presentconvention
andhaveaffixed their sealsthereto.

DONE Ifl duplicateat Warsaw,8 April 1948,eachcopybeing in the Russian
and Polish languagesandboth textsbeing equally authentic.

For the Governmentof the Polish Republic:
S. TKACZOW

For the Governmentof the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics:

YAKOVLEV
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