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No. 401. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, FRANCE, THE
NETHERLANDS AND THE UNITED KINGDOM OF
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CARIBBEAN COMMISSION.
SIGNED AT WASHINGTON, ON 30 OCTOBER 1946

The GOVERNMENTS of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, the FRENCH

REPUBLIC, the KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS, andthe UNITED KINGDOM OF

GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, whose duly authorized representa-
tives havesubscribedhereto,

Being desirousof encouragingandstrengtheningcooperationamongthem-
selvesand their territories with a view toward improving the economicand
social well-being of the peoplesof thoseterritories,and

Being desirousof promotingscientific, technological,andeconomicdevelop-
ment in the Caribbeanareaandfacilitating the use of resourcesandconcerted
treatmentof mutual problems, avoiding duplication in the work of existing
researchagencies,surveyingneeds,ascertainingwhat researchhas been done,
facilitating researchon a cooperativebasis, and recommendingfurtherresearch,
and

Having decidedto associatethemselvesin the work heretoforeundertaken
by the Anglo-American CaribbeanCommission,and

Having agreedthat the objectives hereinset forth are in accordwith the
principles of the Charterof the United Nations.

Hereby agreeas follows:

Article I

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CARIBBEAN COMMISSION AND AUXILIARY BODIES

There are hereby established the Caribbean Commission (hereinafter
referred to as “the Commission”) and, as auxiliary bodiesof the Commission,
the CaribbeanResearchCouncil and the West Indian Conference(hereinafter
referredto as “the ResearchCouncil” and “the Conference”respectively).

* Came into force on 6 August 1948, in accordancewith article XXI, the notices of
approvalhaving beendepositedwith the Governmentof the United Statesof America by all
four signatoryGovernmentson the datesindicated:

France II December1946
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 4 March 1947
United Statesof America 8 March 1948
Netherlands 6 August 1948
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Article II
COMPOSITIONOF THE COMMISSION

1. The Commissionshall consistof not more thansixteen Commissioners
appointedby the Governmentssignatory hereto (hereinafterreferredto as the
“Member Governments”). EachMemberGovernmentmayappointfour Corn-
niissionersand such alternatesas it may deemnecessary. Eachsuch group of
Commissionersshall form a nationalsection of the Commission.

2. Each Member Governmentshall designateone of its Commissioners
to be the Chairman of its national section. Each such Chairman, or in his
absence,the Commissionerdesignatedby him from his national sectionas his
alternate,shall be a Co-Chairmanof the Commissionand shall presideover
meetingsof the Commissionin rotation accordingto English alphabeticalorder
of the MemberGovernments,irrespectiveof wherea meetingof the Commission.
may be held.

Article III
POWERSOF THE COMMISSION

The Commissionshall be a consultativeand advisorybody andshallhave
suchlegal capacityas may be necessaryfor the exerciseof its functions andthe
fulfilment of its purposes.

Article IV
FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMISSION

The functionsof the Commissionshallbe as follows:

(1) To concernitself with economicandsocialmattersof commoninterest
to the Caribbean area particularly agriculture, communications,education,
fisheries,health,housing,industry, labor, socialwelfareandtrade.

(2) To study, formulate and recommendon its own initiative, or as may
be proposedby any of the Member of territorial Governments,by the Research
Council or the Conference,measures,programsand policies with respectto
social and economicproblems designedto contribute to the well-being of the
Caribbeanarea. It shall advise the Member and territorial Governmentson
all such matters,and makerecommendationsfor the carrying into effect of all
actionnecessaryor desirablein this connection.

(3) To assistin co-ordinatinglocal projectswhich haveregionalsignificance

and to provide technicalguidancefrom a wide field not otherwiseavailable.
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(4) To direct and review the activities of the ResearchCouncil and to
formulate its rules of procedure.

(5) To provide for the conveningof the sessionsof the Conference,to
formulate its rules of procedure,and to report to the Member Governments
on Conferenceresolutionsand recommendations.

Article V

MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION

1. The Commission shall hold .not less than two Commission meetings
eachyear. It is empoweredto conveneand hold meetingsat any time and at
any placeit may decide.

2. At all such meetingsthe four Co-Chairmen,or their designatedalter-
nates, shall constitutea quorum.

Article VI

METHOD OF ARRIVING AT DECISIONS

The Commissionshall be empoweredto determinethe methodof arriving
at its decisions,providing that decisionsother than thoserelatingto procedure
shall not be taken without the concurrenceof the respectiveCo-Chairmenor
their designatedalternates.

Article VII
THE RESEARCH COUNCIL

The ResearchCouncil, together with such ResearchCommittees as the
Commissionmay establish,shall serveas an auxiliary body of the Commission
with respectto scientific, technological, social and economicresearchfor the
benefit of the peoplesof the Caribbeanarea.

Article VIII
COMPOSITION OF THE RESEARCH COUNCIL

1. The ResearchCouncil shallconsistof not lessthansevenandnot more
than fifteen memberswho shallbe appointedby the Commissionhaving special
regard to their scientific competence.At least one member of eachResearch
Committeeshallbe a memberof the ResearchCouncil.

2. The ResearchCouncil shallelectaChairmanfrom amongits members.
A Deputy Chairmanof the ResearchCouncil shallbe appointedby the Com-
mission andshallserveon the Central Secretariat.

3. The presentcomposition of the ResearchCouncil and of its Research
Committeesshallbedeemedto be effective from the 1st dayof January,1946.
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Article IX
FUNCTIONS OF THE RESEARCH COUNCIL

The functionsof the ResearchCouncilshallbe:

(a) To recommendto the Commissionthe numberand functions of the
technicalResearchCommitteesnecessaryto provide specializedscientific con-
siderationof Caribbeanresearchproblems.

(b) In the interest of the Caribbeanarea to ascertainwhat researchhas
beendone, to survey needs,to adviseconcerningdesirableresearchprojects,to
arrangeand facilitate cooperativeresearch,to undertakeresearchassignments
of aspecialnaturewhich no other agencyis able andwilling to carry out, and
to collect anddisseminateinformationconcerningresearch.

(c) To recommendto the Commissionthe holding of ResearchCouncil
and Committee meetings and also of meetings of scientific, specialist and
extension workers, and to facilitate an interchangeof experienceamong the
researchworkers of the Caribbean.

Article X
THE CONFERENCE

The Conferenceshall be an auxiliary body of the Commission. The con-

tinuity of its existenceshall be ensuredby meansof regular sessions.

Article XI
COMPOSITION OF THE CONFERENCE

1. Eachterritorial governmentshallbe entitled to send to eachsessionof
the Conferencenot more than two delegatesand as many advisers as it may
considernecessary.

2. Delegatesto the Conferenceshall be appointedfor each territory in
accordancewith its constitutionalprocedure.Tile durationof their appointments
shall be determinedby the appointinggovernments.

Article XII
FUNCTIONS OF THE CONFERENCE

Thesessionsof the Conferenceshallprovide a regularmeansof consultation
with andbetweenthe delegatesfrom the territorieson mattersof commoninterest
within the terms of referenceof the Commission as describedin Article IV
hereof, andshall afford the opportunity to presentto the Commissionrecom-
mendationson such matters.

No. 401



86 United Nations— Treaty Series 1949

Article XIII

MEETINGS OF THE CONFERENCE

1. The Commissionshall convenethe Conferenceat least biennially, on
such dateas the Commissionshall decide. The location of each sessionof the
Conference,which shall be in oneof the territories,shallbe selectedin rotation
accordingto English alphabeticalorder of the MemberGovernments.

2. The Chairmanof eachsessionof the Conferenceshallbe the Chairman
of the nationalsectionof the Commissionin whoseterritory the sessionis held.

Article XIV

CENTRAL SECRETARIAT

1. The Commissionshall establish,at a placewithin the Caribbeanarea
to be agreedupon by the MemberGovernments,a Central Secretariatto serve
the Commissionand its auxiliary bodies.

2. A Secretary-Generalanda DeputySecretary-Generalshall be appointed
by the Commissionundersuch terms and conditionsas it shall prescribe. On
the occurrenceof a vacancyin the office of Secretary-Generalthe positionshall
not be filled, exceptfor specialreasonsapprovedby the Commission,by a candi-
date of the samenationality as the outgoing Secretary-General,regard being
had to the desirability of continuity in the administrationof the Commission’s
business. It shall, however, be open to the Commission at its discretion to
reappointany Secretary-Generalfor a further term. TheSecretary-Generalshall
be the chief administrativeofficer of the Commissionand shall carry out all
directives of the Commission.

3. The Secretary-Generalshall be responsiblefor the proper functioning
of the Central Secretariatandshallbe empowered,subjectto such directionsas
he may receivefrom the Commission,to appointand dismiss suchstaff as may
be deemednecessaryto ensureefficient conductof Commissionbusiness,provided
that the appointmentand dismissal of the Assistantsto the Secretary-General
shall be subject to approvalby the Commission.

4. In the appointmentof the Secretary-General,officers and staff of the
Central Secretariat,primary considerationshall be given to the technicalquali-
fications andpersonalintegrity of candidatesand, to the extent possibleconsistent
with this consideration,suchofficers andstaff shallbe recruitedwithin the Carib-
beanareaand with a view to obtaininga balancednational representation.

5. In the performanceof their duties, the Secretary-Generaland tile staff
shallnot seek, receiveor observeinstructionsfrom any governmentor from any
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other authority external to the Commission. They shall refrain from any action
which might reflect on their position as international officials responsibleonly
to the Commission.

6. Each MemberGovernmentundertakesto respectthe exclusively inter-
national characterof the responsibilitiesof the Secretary-Generaland the staff
and not to seekto influence them in the dischargeof their responsibilities.

7. Each Member Governmentundertakesso far as possible under its
constitutional procedureto accord to the Secretary-Generaland appropriate
personnel of the Central Secretariatsuch privileges and immunities as are
necessaryfor the independentexerciseof their functions, including inviolability
of premisesandarchivesof the CentralSecretariat.The Commissionshallmake
recommendationswith a view to determiningthe details of the application of
this paragraph,or may proposeconventionsto the Member Governmentsfor
this purpose.

Article XV

FINANCES

1. Thesalaries,allowancesandmiscellaneousexpendituresof the Commis-
sioners and their staffs, and of delegatesand advisersto conferences,shall be
determinedand paid by the respectivegovernmentsappointingthem.

2. The Secretary-Generalshall prepare and submit to the Commission
an annualbudgetandsuchsupplementarybudgetsas may be requiredcovering
all other expendituresof the Commission, including those of the Research
Council, the Conference,the Central Secretariat,specialresearchprojects,con-
ferences,surveysandothersimilar activities underCommissionauspices. Upon
approvalof the budgetby the Commission,the total amount thereof shall bc
allocated among the Member Governmentsin proportions to be determined
by agreement.A joint fund shall be establishedby the Member Governments
for the use of the Commissionin meeting the expendituresestimatedin the
said annualor supplementarybudgets. EachMemberGovernmentshallunder-
take, subject to the requirementsof its constitutionalprocedure,to contribute
promptly to this fund such annualand supplementarysumsas may be charged
to eachas agreed.

3. The fiscal year of the Commissionshall be the calendaryear. The
first budgetof the Commissionshall cover the period from tile dateof the entry
into force of this Agreementto and including the 31st day of December,1946.
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4. The Secretary-Generalshall hold and administerthe joint fund of the
Commissionandshallkeepproperaccountsthereof. The Commissionshallmake
arrangementssatisfactory to the Member Governmentsfor the audit of its
accounts.The auditedstatementsshallbe forwarded annuallyto eachMember
Government.

Article XVI

AUTHORITY TO APPOINT COMMITTEES AND MAKE REGULATIONS

The Commissionis herebyempoweredto appoint committees,and subject
to the provisionsof this Agreement,to promulgaterulesof procedureandregu-
lations governing the operationsof the Commission, its auxiliary bodies, the
Central Secretariat,and suchcommitteesas it shall establish,and generally for
the purposeof carrying into effect the termsof this Agreement.

Article XVII

RELATIONSHIP WITH NON-MEMBER GOVERNMENTS IN THE AREA

The Commissionand ResearchCouncil in their researchprojects and in
the formulation of recommendationsshall bear in mind the desirability of
cooperation in social and economic matters with other governmentsof the
Caribbeanarea,not membersof the Commission. The issuanceof invitations
to such governmentsto participatein conferencesor other meetingssponsored
by the Commissionshall be subject to ‘approval by the Member Governments.

Article XVIII

RELATIONSHIP WITH UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

1. The Commission and its auxiliary bodies, while having no present
connectionwith the United Nations, shall cooperateas fully as possiblewith
the United Nations and with appropriatespecialized agencieson matters of
mutual concernwithin the termsof referenceof the Commission.

2. TheMemberGovernmentsundertaketo consultwith the UnitedNations
and the appropriatespecializedagencies,at such times and in such manneras
may be considereddesirable,with ~a view to defining the relationship which
shall exist and to ensuringeffective cooperationbetweenthe Commission and
its auxiliary bodies and the appropriate organs of the United Nations and
specializedagencies,dealing with economicandsocial matters.
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Article XIX

SAVING CLAUSE

Nothing in this Agreementshall be construedto conflict with the existing
or future constitutional relations between any Member Government and its
territoriesor in any way to affect the constitutionalauthority and responsibility
of the territorial governments.

Article XX

DEFINITIONS

In this Agreementthe expressions“territories” or “territorial governments”
shall be deemedto relate to the territories, possessions,colonies, or groupsof
coloniesof the MemberGovernmentsin the Caribbeanareaor to the administra-
tions or governmentsthereof.

Article XXI

ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This Agreementshallenterinto force when noticesof approvalthereof
shall havebeen depositedby all four signatory governmentswith the Z~overn-
ment of the United Statesof America which shall notify the other signatory
governmentsof eachsuch deposit and of the date of entry into force of the
Agreement.

2. This Agreementshall have indefinite duration, provided that after an
initial period of five years any Member Governmentmay give notice at any
time of withdrawal from the Commission. Such notice shall take effect one
year after the dateof its formal communicationto the other MemberGovern-
ments, but this Agreementshall continue in force with respectto the other
Member Governments.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the duly authorizedrepresentativesof the respective
Member Governmentshave signed this Agreement on the dates appearing
oppositetheir signatures.1

Openedfor signaturein Washington, on October 30, 1946, and done in
quadruplicate,in the English, French, and Netherlands languages,each of
which shallbe equally authentic.

‘The agreementwas signed on behalfof the Member Governmentson 30 October 1946.
(Seesignatures,page102.)
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