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No. 794. INTER-DOMINION AGREEMENT1, BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND TUE GOVERN-
MENT OF PAKISTAN, ON THE CANAL WATER DIS-
PUTE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST PUNJAB. SIGNED
AT NEW DELHI, ON 4 MAY 1948

A disputehasarisenbetweenthe Eastand West PunjabGovernment4
regardingthe supply by East Punjab of water to the Central Ban Doab
and the Depalpur canals in West Punjab. The contention of the East
Punjab Governmentis that under the Punjab Partition (Apportionment
of Assetsand Liabilities) Order, 1947, and the Arbitral Award the proprie-
tary rights in the watersof the rivers in EastPunjab vest wholly in the
EastPunjabGovernmentand that the West Punjab Governementcannot
claim any shareof thesewatersas a right. The %Vest PunjabGovernment
disputesthis contention, its view being that the point has conclusively
beendecidedin its favour by implication by the Arbitral Award and that
in accordancewith internationallaw andequity, West Punjabhasa right
to the watersof the EastPunjabrivers.

2. The East Punjab Governmenthasrevived the flow of water ml’
these canalson certain conditions of which two are disputed by West
Punjab. One, which arises out of the contentionin paragraph1, is the
right to the levey of seignioragechargesfor water and the other is the
question of the capital cost of the Madhopur head Works and carrier
channelsto be takeninto account.

3. The East and West Punjab Governmentsare anxious that tins
questionshould be settledin a spirit of goodwill and friendship. Without.
prejudiceto its legal rights in the matterthe EastPunjabGovernmenthas
assuredthe ~VestPunjab Governmentthat it has no intention suddenly
to withhold water from West Punjabwithout giving it time to tap alterna-
tive sources. The IVest Punjab Governmenton its part recognisethe
naturalanxietyof theEastPunjabGovernmentto dischargethe obligation’,

2 Cameinto force on 4 May 1948 by signature.
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to developareaswherewater is seanceand which were under-developedin
relation to parts of %Vest Punjab.

4. Apart, therefore, from the questionof law involved, the Govern-
mentsare anxiousto approachthe problem in a practicalspirit on the basis
of the East Punjab Governmentprogressivelydiminishing its supply to
thesecanalsin order to give reasonabletime to enable the West Punjab
Governmentto tap alternative sources.

& The West Punjab Governmenthasagreedto depositininiediately
in the ReserveBank such ad hoc sum as may be specified by the Prime
Minister of India. Out of this sum, that Governmentagreesto the imnie-
diate transfer to East Punjab Governmentof sums over which there is
no dispute.

6. After an examination by each party of the legal issues, of the
method of estimatingthe cost of water to be suppliedby the East Punjab
Governmentand of the technical surveyof water resourcesand the means
of using them for supply to thesecanals,the two Governmentsagreethat
further meetingsbetweentheir representativesshould take place.

7. The Dominion Governmentsof India and Pakistan accept the
aboveterms and expressthe hope that a friendly solution will be reached.

(Signed) (Signed)
JAWAIIARLAL NEHRU GHULAM MOHD.
SwssAN Sn~oii SHAUICAT ThAT KnAN
N. V. GADGIL MUMTAZ DAULTANA

New Delhi
May 4, 1948
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