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No. 709. PROTOCOL’ TO AMEND THE CONVENTION FOR
THE SUPPRESSIONOF THE CIRCULATION OF AND
TRAFFIC IN OBSCENE PUBLICATIONS, CONCLUDED
AT GENEVA ON 12 SEPTEMBER 1923.2 SIGNED AT
LAKE SUCCESS, NEW YORK, ON 12 NOVEMBER 1947

ThePartiesto thepresentProtocol,consideringthatundertheConvention
for theSuppressionof the Circulation of and Traffic in ObscenePublications,
concludedatGenevaon 12 September1923,theLeagueof Nationswasinvested
with certain functions and powers for whose continued performanceit is
necessaryto makeprovisionsin consequenceof the dissolutionof theLeague

In accordancewith article V. paragraph1, the Protocolcameinto force on 12 November
1947. In accordancewith articleV, paragraph2, the amendmentsset forth in the annexto the
Protocol cameinto force on 2 February1950.

List 0/ States Parties to the Protocol

Afghanistan
Albania
Australia
Belgium
Burma
Canada
China
Czechoslovakia
Denmark.
Egypt
Finland.
Guatemala

India
Italy
Mexico
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Pakistan
Turkey
Union of SouthAfrica.

By signaturewithout
reservation

as to approval on
12 November 1947

13 November1947
12 November1947
13 May 1949

2 February 1950
12 November 1947
16 June1947

6 February1948

28 October 1948

21 November 1949

6 January1949

26 August 19~9

7 March 1949

28 November 1967

By deposit o/
instrument

of acceptanceon

25 July 1949

24 November 1947
12 November 1947
12 November1967

12 November 1947

Hungary

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
United Kingdom
Yugoslavia

12 November1047
12 November1947
12 November 1947
18 December1947
16 May 1949
12 November1967

2 Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,Volume XXVII, page 213; Volume XXXI, page 261
Volume XXXV, page 315; Volume XXXIX, page 190 ; Volume XLV, page 122; Volume
LIV, page391 ; Volume LIX, page 357; Volume LXXXIII, page394; Volume LXXXVIII,
page313: Volume XCII, page368; Volume XCVI, page 191 ; Volume C, page 211 ; Volume
CXI, page403; VolumeCXXVI, page433 ; VolumeCXLII, page341 ; VolumeCLII, page 294
VolumeCLVI, page186 ; VolumeCLX, page335 ; VolumecLXIV, page361 ; VolumeCLXXII,
page398; Volume, CLXXXI, page357; Volume CXCVII, page295 and Volume cc. page501.
United Nations,Treaty Series,Volume 12, page422.
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of Nations, and consideringthat it is expedientthat these functions and
powersshould be performedhenceforthby the United Nations,herebyagree
asfollows:

Article I

The Partiesto the presentProtocol undertakethat as betweenthem-
selvesthey will, in accordancewith the provisionsof the presentProtocol,
attribute full legal force and effect to, and duly apply the amendmentsto
this instrumentwhich areset forth in the annexto the presentProtocol,

Article II

The Secretary-Generalshall prepare the text of the Convention of 12
September1923 for theSuppressionof theCirculationof andTraffic in Obscene
Publications as revised in accordancewith the presentProtocol, and shall
sendcopiesfor theft information to the Governmentof every Memberof the
United Nations and every non-memberState to which this Protocol is open
for signature or acceptance. He shall also invite Parties to the aforesaid
Conventionto apply theamendedtext of this instrumentassoonastheamend-
mentsare in force, evenif they havenot yet beenable to becomePartiesto
the presentProtocol,

Article III

The presentProtocolshall be open for signatureor acceptanceby any
of the Partiesto the Conventionof 12 September1923 for the Suppression
of the Circulationof andTraffic in ObscenePublications,to which the Secre-
tary-Generalhascommunicatedacopy of this Protocol.

Article IV

StatesmaybecomePartiesto the presentProtocolby
(Cl) Signaturewithout reservationas to approval;or

(b) Acceptance,which shallbe effectedby thedepositof aformal instrument
with the Secretary-Generalof the UnitedNations.

Article V

1. The presentProtocolshall comeinto force on the date on which two
or more StatesshallhavebecomePartiesthereto,

2. The amendmentsset forth in the annex to the presentProtocol shall
comeinto force when a majority of the Parties to the Conventionof 12 Sep-
tember1923 for the Suppressionof the Circulation of and Traffic in Obscene

No. 709



174 United Nations— Treaty Series 1950

PublicationshavebecomePartiesto the presentProtodol, and consequently
anyStatebecomingaPartyto the Conventionafterthe amendmentsthereto
havecomeinto force shall becomeaPartyto the Conventionas so amended.

Article VI

In accordancewith paragraph1 of Article 102 of the Charterof the United
Nationsandthe regulationspursuanttheretoadoptedby the GeneralAssem-
bly, the Secretary-Generalof the United Nationsis authorizedto effect regis-
trationof the presentProtocol and the amendmentsmadein the Convention
by the presentProtocolon the respectivedatesof their entry into force, and
to publishthe Protocolandthe amendedConventionas soonas possibleafter
registration.

Article VII

The presentProtocol, of winch the Chinese,English, French, Russiall
and Spanishtexts are equally authentic,shall be depositedin the archives
of the United Nations Secretariat. The Conventionto be amendedin accor-
dancewith the annexbeing in the English andFrench languagesonly, the
English and Frenchtexts of the annexshallbe equally authentictexts, and
the Chinese,RussianandSpanishtextswill be translations,

A certified copy of the Protocol, including the annex, shallbe sent by
the Secretary-Generalto eachof the Partiesto the Conventionof 12 September
1923 for the Suppressionof the Circulation of andTraffic in ObscenePublica-
tions, and to all StatesMembersof the United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,being duly authorized thereto
by their respectiveGovernments,signed the presentProtocol on the dates
appearingoppositetheir respectivesignatures.

DONE at Lake Success,New York, this twelfth day of November, onc
thousandnine hundredand forty-seven.

No. 709
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Article .13 shall be deleted.

Article 14 shall read:
A specialrecordshallbe kept by the Secretary-Generalof the UnitedNations,

showingwhich of the Partieshavesigned,ratified, accededto or denouncedthe
presentConvention. This recordshall be open at all times to anyof the Members
of the United Nations or any non-memberState to which the Secretary-General
hascommunicateda copy of the Convention.

It shallbe publishedasoften aspossible.

In article 15 the InternationalCourt of Justiceshall be substitutedfor the Per-
manentCourt of InternationalJustice,and the Statuteof the InternationalCourt
of Justiceshalt be substitutedfor the Protocolof Signatureof the PermanentCourt
of International Justice.

In article 16 the Economicand Social Council of the United Nations shall be
substitutedfor the Councilof the Leagueof Nations.

No. 70U
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For Afghanistan:
Pour l’Afghanistan:

3aAtFraiineran:

Por el Alganistin:
A. HosaynAzlz
Nov. 12, 1947

For Argentina:
Pour l’Argentine:
J~J*J~~:
3a AprenTilny:
Por Ia Argentina:

JoséARCS
Nov. 12, 1947

For Australia:
Pourl’Australie:

3u AucTpa.lnlo:

PorAustralia:

Herbert V. EVAn

Nov. 13, 1967

For theKingdomof Belgium:
Pourle RoyaumedeBelgique:

3a KopoleBcmo Be.mrun:
Por el ReinodeBélgica:

F. VAN LANGENHOVE
12 novembre1947

For Bolivia:
PourIa Bolivie:

3a Bo~rnrnno:
PorBolivia:

No. 701’
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For Brazil:
PourleBrésil:

3a Bpaan.inuo:
Porel Brasil:

ad referendum
Jo~oCarlos MUNIZ

March 17 1948

Forthe ByelorussianSovietSocialistRepublic:
PourIa RépubliqueSocialisteSoviétiquedeBiélorussie:

Ba Be.izopyccnyroCoBercnylo Co1~nancTnqecKyyo
PorIa RepáblicaSocialistaSoviéticaBielorrusa:

ForCanada:
Pourle Canada:
jjjj * *:
Ba Kana~y:
Porel Canadé:

j. L. IL5LEV
November 24th, 1947

PednyU.JlnKy:

For Chile:
Pourle Chili:
~ *1]:
3a ‘hum:
PorChile:

ForChina:
Four Ia Chine:
~
Ba iCnrati:
Porla China:

Peng Chun CUANG

November 12, 1947

N’ 7110
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ForColombia:
PourlaColombie:

Ba Ko.ayMOino:
PotColombia:

ForCostaRica:
PourCosta-Rica:
~fJtJz:
3a KocTapnny:
For CostaRica:

For Cuba:
PourCuba:

Ba EyUy:
Pot Cuba:

ForCzechoslovakia:
Pour Ia Tchéeoslovaquie:

Ba Mexoe.ioiiatmro:
Por Checoeslovaquia:

JanMASARYK
Nov. 12th, 1947

For Denmark:
PourIe Danemark:
~
Ba MaRio:
PorDinamarca:

ad re/erenduns
Bodil Bzonu~
12-11-1947

No 709
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For theDominicanRepublic:
PourIa RepubliqueDorninicaine:

Qtn~nhiTh
Ba ~oMuunKaneIcyroPecilyCAnRy:
Por la RepüblicaDominicana:

For Ecuador:
Pourl’Equateur:
J~fl:
Ba ~ic~a~op:
Porel Ecuador,

For Egypt:
Pour l’Egypte:

Ba Ernuer:
Por Egipto:

For El Salvador:
Pour le Salvador:

3a Ca.mBaJwp:
PorEl Salvador:

Ethiopia:
Pour l’Ethiopie:

Ba B4nioniuo:
PorEtiopia:

M. H, HAYKAL Pasha
12/11/47

N’ 709
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For France:
PourIa France:

Ba ~paiu~nio:
For Francia:

For Greece:
Pour Ia Greee:
~,-

Ba rpeunio:
Par Grecia:

For Guatemala:
Pour Ic Guatemala:
EL ±ll~Z
Ba 1’BareMa.~y:
Por Guatemala:

Ad referendum
Carlos GARCIA BAUER
july 9, 1948

Fur Haiti:
Pour Haiti:

Ba Fanni:
ParHaiti:

Max. H. DORSINVILLE
12 novembre1947

For Honduras:
PourIc Honduras:

3a Foa~Tac:
Por Honduras:

No. 700
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For Iceland:
Four l’lslande:

Ba Hwiaa~mo:
For Islandia:

For India:
Pourl’Inde:

Ba Haftnro:
Pot Ia India:

M. K. VELLODt
12. XI. 47

For Iran:
Pourl’Iran:

Ba ilpan:
For Iran:

For Iraq:
Pour l’Irak:

Ba HpaR:
For Irak:

For Lebanon:
PourIc Liban:

Ba Jhrnan:
For ci Libano:

N’ 709
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For Liberia:
Pourle Liberia:

Ba JluOepriio:
PorLiberia:

For theGrandDuehyof Luxembourg:
Four Ic Grand’Duchede Luxembourg:

Ba Be.uu~oeI’epi~orcmoJlroicceMOypr:
Par el GranDucadodeLuxemburgo:

Sousreserve d’approbation’
PierrePESCATORE
12 novembre1947.

For Mexico:
Pourle Mexique:

3a MeEdaIq:
Par Mexico:

L. PAnhrn NaRvo
4 February 1948.

For theKingdom of theNetherlands:
Pourle Royaumedes Pays’Bas:

Ba Kopo~ienenioHnAepJIauJlou:
For el Reinode Holanda:

Ad referendum

J. H. VAN ROYEN

12 novembre1947.

Translation by the Secretariatof the United Nations:

‘Subject to approval.

No~709
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For New Zealand:
Four Ia Nouvelle-Zélande:

Ba Honyro BwlaMrno:
For Nueva Zelandia:

T. 0. W. BREBNER
28th. October, 1948

For Nicaragua:
Four Ic Nicaragua:
Ji!tn4’flL:
Ba Hnicaparya:
For Nicaragua:

For the Kingdom of Norway:
FourIc Royaumede Norvége:

Ba EopoieuenioIlopaernn:
Parci ReinodeNoruega:

Subject to ratification’
Finn MOE

November 12th, 1947

Traduction cl,t SecretariatdesNations (Jules:
‘Sons reservede ratification.
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For Pakistan:
Four Ic Pakistan:

Ba HaancTaa:
For eI Fakistán:

The representativeof Pakistan wishesto indicate that in
accordancewith paragraph4 of the Scheduleto the Indian
IndependanceOrder,1947, Pakistanconsidersherselfa party
to the International Convention for the suppressionof the
circ,ñationof and traffic in ObscenePublications,concluded
at Geneva12 September1923 by the fact that India became
party to the above-mentioned International Convention
before the 15th day of August 1947.’

Zafrullah KHAN
Nov. 12. 47.

For Panama:
PourIc Panama:

Ba IlaliaMy:
Por Panama:

R. J. ALFARO
November20, 1947

For Paraguay:
Pour Ic Paraguay:

Ba flaparnall:
Par ci Paraguay:

Tyaduction dii Secretariatdes Nations Unies:
t
Le représentantdu Pakistandesire faire savoirque, conformdmentaux dispositionsdu

paragraphs4 du Scheduleto the Indian IndependanceOrder, 1947, Ic Pakistan Se considere
Partie a Ia Convention internationals pour Ia repressionde la circulation et du trafic des
publicationsobscènes,concluea Genévele 12 septembre1923, du fait pie l’Inde est devenue
Partiea cette ConventionavantIs 15 aoOt 1947.

No. 709
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For Peru:
Four Ic Pérou:

Ba Hepy:
Ford Peru:

For the PhilippineRepublic:
PourIa Républiquedes Philippines:

Ba ~n.~unnsu~cayioPecriy&inuy:
For Ta Repüblicade Filipinas:

For Poland:
PourIa Pologne:

Ba llo.mmy:
For Folonia:

For SaudiArabia:
Pour l’Arabie Saoudite:
~fthl~KtMñ:
Ba Cay~nApaBnro:
Por Arabia Saudita:

For Siam:
Pourle Siam:
fl:
3a CRaM:
For Siam:

N’ 709
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For Sweden:
Pour Ia Suede:

Ba lilneurno:
Por Suecia: -

F0c Syria:
PourIa Syrie:

Ba Cuplilo:
For Siria:

ForTurkey:
Four Ia Turquie:

Ba Typi~nio:
Por Turquia:

Seim SARPER
12 novembre ff167

Forthe UkrainianSovietSocialistRepublic:
PourIa RépubliqueSocialisteSoviétiqued’Ukraine:

M*t~*~ i~:
Ba YxpaancmyroConeTcIqroCogRancTwIec.KyIoPecny6.ini~y:
PerJa RepüblicaSocialistaSoviéticaUcraniana:

Forthe Union of SouthAfrica:
PourI’Union Sud.Africaine:

3a IOawo—A~pnKancKIIfl(7oroa:
For Ia Union Sudafricana:

H. T. ANDREWS
12 November i947.

No. 700
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For theUnion of SovietSocialistRepublics:
PourI’Union desRépubliquesSocialistesSoviétiques:

Qflflhlfl~*U:
Ba Cotoa CoBeTeldux Co~aa.~ueTn’1eciusxPec-nyO.mic:
ParIa Union de RepüblicasSocialistasSoviéticas:

A. GRolnrxo
15 December1947

For the UnitedKingdom of GreatBritain andNorthernIreland:
Four le Royaume-Unide Grande-Bretagneet d’Irlandedu Nord:

Ba CoeAnueuuoeKopo.~eBcTnoBenitoGpwrannnn CenepuotiHpiaiuxnn:
Por el ReinoUnido deTa CranBretafla e Irlanda del Norte:

Hector MCNEIL
May 16, 1949

Forthe United Statesof America:
Pourles Etats-Unisd’Amérique:

Ba CoeAnaenHuefflTaml AMepmcn:
Por los EstadosUnidosde America:

ForUruguay:
Pour I’Uruguay:

Ba Ypyrnall:
For ci Uruguay:

For Venezuela
Pour Ic Venezuela:

Ba Benecyn.iy:
Per Venezuela:

N’ 709
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For Yemen:
Four Ic Yemen:

Ba ileMen:
For ci Yemen:

For Yugoslavia:
Four Ia Yougoslavie:

Ba IOroc.nannio:
For Yugoslavia:

Dr. JozaVILEAN

12 Nov. 1947

Forthe Union of Burma:
Pour l’Union Birmane:

Ba BHpMUHCKMI1 Coron:
For Ia UniOn Birmana:

U So NYUN
13th May 1949

For Italy:
Pour l’ltalie:

Ba flra.,nxo:

For Itaiia:

Luciano MASCIA
June 16th, 1949.

For Bun~ary:
Pour Ia Hongrie:

Ba J3eiirpnio:
For Hungria:

HORVATH mire
Febr. 2, 1950
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