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No. 710. INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION1 FOR THE SUP-
PRESSION OF THE CIRCULATION OF AND TRAFFIC
IN OBSCENEPUBLICATIONS, CONCLUDED AT GENEVA
ON 12 SEPTEMBER 1923,2AS AMENDED BY THE PRO-
TOCOL SIGNED AT LAKE SUCCESS,NEW YORK, ON
12 NOVEMBER 1947~

Article .1

The High ContractingParties agreeto take all measuresto discover,
prosecuteandpunishanypersonengagedin committinganyof the following
offences, and accordinglyagree that

It shail be apunishableoffence:

(1) For purposesof or by way of trade or for distribution or public
exhibition to make or produce or have in possessionobscene writings,
drawings, prints, paintings, printed matter, pictures, posters, emblems,
photographs)cinematographfilms or any other obsceneobjects;

(2) For the purposesabovementioned,to import, conveyor export or
causeto be imported,conveyedor exportedany of the saidobscenematters
or things, or in any mannerwhatsoeverto put them into circulation;

Cameinto force on 2 February1950, the date on which the amendmentsto the Conven-
tion, as set forth in the annex to the Protocol of 12 November1947, enteredinto force in
accordancewith paragraph2 of Article V of the said Protocol.

StatesParties to the Conventionas amendedby the said Protocol:
Afghanistan Egypt Norway
Albania Finland Pakistan
Australia Guatemala Turkey
Belgium Hungary Union of South Africa
Burma India Union of Soviet Socialist
Canada Italy Republics
China Mexico United Kingdom
Czechoslovakia Netherlands Yugoslavia
Denmark New Zealand

2 Leagueof Nations,TreatySeries,volume xxvii, page213; Volume XXXI, page260
Volumexxxv, page314; Volume XXXIX, page190; Volume XLV, page122; volume LIV,
page391 ; Volume LIX, page357 ; Volume LXXXIII, page 394 ; Volume LXXXVIII, page
313; volume xcii, page368; Volume XCVI, page 191 ; Volume C, page 211 ; Volume CXI,
page403; Volume CXXVI. page 433; Volume CXLII, page 361 ; Volume CLII, page 291
VolumeCLVI, page186 ; VolumeCLX, page335 ; Volume CLXIV, page361 ; Volume CLXXII,
page398; VolumeCLXXXI, page357; Volume CXCVII, page 295 and VolumeCC, page 501.

Seepage169 of this volume.
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(3) To carry on or take part in a business,whetherpublic or private,
concernedwith any of the said obscenemattersor things, or to deal in the
saidmattersor things in any mannerwhatsoever,or to distribute them or
to exhibit thempublicly or to makeabusinessof lending them;

(4) To advertiseor makeknown by any meanswhatsoever,in view of
assistingin the saidpunishablecirculationor traffic, thatapersonis engaged
in any of the abovepunishableacts,or to advertiseor to makeknownhow or
from whom the saidobscenemattersor thingscanbe procuredeitherdirectly
or indirectly.

Article 2

Personswho have committedan offencefalling under ArtiCle I shall be
amenableto the Courts of the ContractingParty in whose territories the
offence, or any of the constitutiveelementsof the offence, was committed.
They shall also be amenable,when the laws of the country shall permit it,
to the Courts of the ContractingParty whosenationalstheyare, if they are
found in its territories, evenif the constitutiveelementsof the offencewere
committed outside such territories.

Each ContractingParty shall, however, have the right to apply the
maxim non bis in idem in accordancewith the rules laid down in its legis-
lation,

Article 3

The transmissionof rogatory commissionsrelating to oflencesfalling

underthe presentConventionshall be effectedeither:

(1) By direct communicationbetweenthe judicial authorities;or

(2) Throughthe diplomaticor the consularrepresentativeof the country
making the requestin the countryto which the requestis made;this repre-
sentativeshall sendthe rogatorycommissiondirect to the competentjudicial
authority or to the authority appointedby the Governmentof the country
to which the requestis made,and shall receivedirect from such authority
the papersshowing the executionof the rogatory commission.

In each of the above casesa copy of the rogatory commissionshall
alwaysbe sentto the supremeauthorityof the countryto which application
is made.

(3) Or through diplomatic channels.
Each ContractingParty shall notify to each of the other Contracting
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Partiesthe method or methods of transmissionmentionedabove which it
will recognisefor rogatorycommissionsof such Party.

Any difficulties which may arise in connection with transmissionby
methods(1) and (2) of the presentArticle shall be settledthrough diplomatic
channels,

Unlessotherwiseagreed,the rogatory commissionshall be drawn up in
the languageof the authority to which requestis made,or in a language
agreedupon by the two countriesconcerned,or shallbe accompaniedby a
translationin oneof thesetwo languagescertifiedby adiplomaticor consular
agent of the country making the requestor certified on his oath by a
translatorof the country to which requestis made.

Execution of rogatory commissionsshall not be subject to paymentof
taxesor expensesof any naturewhatsoever.

Nothing in this Article shall be construedas an undertakingon thepart
of the ContractingPatties to adopt in their Courts of Law any form or
methodsof proof contraryto their laws.

Article 4

Those of the ContractingPartieswhose legislation is not at present
adequateto give effect to the presentConventionundertaketo take, or to
proposeto their respective legislatures,the measuresnecessaryfor this
purpose.

Article 5

The ContractingPartieswhoselegislationis not at presentsufficient for
the purposeagreeto makeprovision for the searchingof any premiseswhere
thereis reasonto believe that the obscenemattersor thingsmentionedin
Article 1. or any thereofare being madeor depositedfor any of thepurposes
specifiedin the said Article, or in violation of its provisions,and for their
seizure,detentionand destruction.

Article 6

The ContractingPartiesagreethat, in caseof any violation of the provi-
sionsof Article I on the territory of one of the ContractingPartieswhereit
appearsthat the matter or thing in respectof which the violation of such
Article hasoccurredwas producedin or importedfrom the territory of any
other of the ContractingParties,the authority designatedin pursuanceof

No. 710



208 United Nations— Treaty Series 1950

theAgreementof May 4th, 1910, of suchContractingParty shall immediately
renderto the correspondingauthority of the other ContractingParty, from
whosecountry suchmatteror thing is believedto havecomeor in which it is
believedto havebeenproduced,full informationso as to enablesuchauthor-
ity to adoptsuch measuresas shall appearto be suitable,

Article 7

The presentConvention, of which the French and English texts are
authoritative, shall bear this day’s date, and shall be open for signature
until March 31st, 1924, by any Staterepresentedat the Conference,by any
Memberof the Leagueof Nations,andby any State to which the Council of
the Leagueof Nations shall have communicateda copy of the Convention
for this purpose.

Article 8

The presentConvention is subject to ratification. The instrumentsof
ratification shall be depositedwith the Secretary-Generalof the United
Nations,who shall notify the receiptof them to the Membersof the United
Nationsand to the non-memberStatesto which the Secretary-Generalhas
communicatedacopy of the Convention.

The Secretary-Generalof the United Nations shall immediatelycommu-
nicateacertifiedcopy of eachof the instrumentsdepositedwith referenceto
this Conventionto the Governmentof the French Republic.

In compliancewith the provisionsof Article IS of the Covenantof the
Leagueof Nations,the Secretary-Generalwill registerthe presentConvention
upon the day of its coming into force.

Article 9

Membersof the United Nationsmay accedeto the presentConvention.
The sameappliesto non-memberStatesto which the Economic and Social
Council of the United Nations may decide officially to communicatethe
presentConvention.

Accession shall be effected by an instrument communicatedto the
Secretary-Generalof the United Nations to be depositedin the archivesof
the Secretariat.The Secretary-Generalshall at oncenotify such deposit to
Membersof the United Nations and to the non-memberStates to which
the Secretary-Generalhas communicateda copy of the Convention.

Article 10

Ratification of or accessionto the presentConventionshall ipso facto,
andwithout special notification, involve concomitantand full acceptanceof
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the Agreementof May 4th, 1910,which shall comeinto force on the samedate
as the Conventionitself in thewholeof the territoryof theratifyingoracceding
Member of the United Nations or State.

Article 4 of the above-mentionedAgreementof May 4th, 1910,shall not,
however,be invalidatedby the precedingprovision, but shall remainappli-
cable should any State preferto accedeto that Agreementonly.

Article 11

The presentConventionshall comeinto force on the thirticth day after
the deposit of two ratifications with the Secretary-Generalof the Leagueof
Nations.

Article 12

The presentConventionmay be denouncedby an instrument in writing
addressedto the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations. The denunciation
shall becomeeffectiveoneyearafter the dateof the receiptof the instrument
of denunciationby the Secretary-General,and shall operateonly in respect
of the Memberof the United Nationsor Statewhich makesit.

The Secretary-Generalof the United Nationsshall notify the receiptof
any such denunciationto all Membersof the United Nations and to the
non-member States to which the Secretary-Generalhas communicateda
copy of the Convention.

Denunciationof the presentConventionshall not, ipso facto, involve the
concomitantdenunciationof the Agreementof May 4, 1910, unlessthis is
expresslystatedin the instrumentof notification.

Article 13

(Deleted.)

Article 14
A special record shafl be kept by the Secretary-Generalof the United

Nations, showing which of the Partieshave signed, ratified, accededto or
denouncedthe presentConvention. This record shall be openat all times to
anyof the Membersof the UnitedNationsor anynon-memberStateto wInch
the Secretary-Generalhascommunicateda copy of the Convention.

It shallbe publishedas often as possible.

Article 15

Disputesbetweenthe Partiesrelating to the interpretationor applica-
tion of this Conventionshall, if they cannotbe settledby direct negotiation,
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be referredfor decisionto the InternationalCourt of Justice. In caseeither
or both of the Partiesto suchadisputeshould not be Partiesto the Statute
of the InternationalCourt of Justice,the disputeshall be referred, at the
choice of the Parties,either to the InternationalCourt of Justiceor to arbi-
tration.

Article 16

Upon a requestfor a revision of the presentConventionby five of the
signatoryor accedingPartiesto the Convention,the Economic and Social
Council of the UnitedNationsshallcall a conferencefor that purpose.In any
event,the Councilwill considerthe desirabilityof calling a conferenceat the
end of eachperiod of five years.
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