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TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION

No. 714. AGREEMENT’ CONCERNINGTHE ESTABLISHMENT
OP AN INTERNATIONAL PATENTS BUREAU. SIGNED
AT THE HAGUE, ON 6 JUNE 1947

The Governmentof Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands,the
Governmentof His Majestythe King of the Belgians, the Governmentof the
French Republic and the Governmentof Her Royal Highnessthe Grand
Duchessof Luxembourg,

ConsideringArticle 15 of the InternationalConvention for the Protec-
tion of IndustrialProperty,signedat Parison 20 March 18832 and revisedat
Brussels on 14 December 1900~,at Washington on 2 June 1911~,at The
Hagueon 6 November1925~,andat Londonon 2 June1934°;

Have resolvedto concludean Agreementconcerningthe establishment
of an InternationalPatentsBureauandhaveappointedas their Plenipoten-
tiaries

The Governmentof Her Majesty the Queenof the Netherlands:
Baron C. G. W. H. van Boetzelaervan Oosterhout,Minister of Foreign

Affairs;
The Governmentof His Majesty the King of theBelgians

L. C. Nemry, AmbassadorExtraordinaryand Plenipotentiaryat The
Hague;

The Governmentof the French Republic:

Jean Rivière, AmbassadorExtraordinary and Plenipotentiaryat The
Hague;

The Governmentof Her Royal Highnessthe GrandDuchessof Luxem-
bourg:

i cameinto force on 10 June 1949, by deposit of the fourth instrument of ratification
with the Ministry of ForeignAffairs at The Hague, in accordancewith article 10.

British and Foreign State Papers,volume 74, page44.
‘British and Foreign StatePapers,Volume92, page807.
~Byitish and Foreign State Papers,Volume 104, page116.
6 Leagueof Nations,Treaty Series,Volume LXXIV. page289; Volume LXXXVIII, page

336; Volume XCII, page403; volume c, page 246; volume CIV, page 512; Volume CVII.
page506; Volume CXVII, page185 : Volume CXXX, page448 ; Volume CXXXIV, page405
Volume CXXXVIII, page 443 ; Volume CXLVII, page 335 ; Volume CLVI, page 205, and
Volume cLXIV, page378.

Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,VolumeCXCII, page 18, and Volume CCV, page217.
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AugusteCollart, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiaryat
The Hague,

who, having exchangedtheir full powers found to be in good due

fonn, have agreedon the following provisions:

Article 1
An InternationalPatentsBureauis establishedto provide the Govern-

ments of the States Parties to this Agreement with reasonedopinions
regarding the novelty of inventions in respect of which applications for
patents have been filed with the respectivenational industrial property
services. The International PatentsBureaumay also provide theseservices
with opinionsregardingthe novelty of inventionsin respectof which applica-
tionsfor patentshavenot beenfiled.

Article 2

To enablethe Bureauto carry out its duties, the Governmentor each
of the StatesPartiesto this Agreementwill communicateto it the originalsor
certified photographicor micro-photographiccopies of such relevant docu-
mentarymaterial as it possessesor can produceor collect, and in particular
the texts of patentsalreadyissuedandapplicationsfor patentsfiled with it.
This material will be communicatedas soonas possible.

Article 3

The work of the Bureaushall be directedby a board of administration,
composedof one memberappointedby the Governmentof eachState Party
to this Agreement.

The boardshall elect its chairmanannually.

Article 4

The board of administrationdecideson all mattersconnectedwith the
generalwork of the Bureau. It shall appoint by a two-thirds majority, and
determinethe functionsof, the director, who must be a national of a State
Partyto this Agreement. It shalldraw up the annualbudgetandanyneces-
sary amendingor additional budgets of receipts and expenditure. It shall
inspect and approvethe director’s accounts. It shall draw up the rules of
procedureand financial regulationsof the Bureau.

Article 5

A specialprovisionof the rules of procedureshalldeterminethe relations
of the International PatentsBureau with the InternationalBureaufor the
Protection of Industrial Property establishedat Berne.
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The financial regulationswill, in particular, lay down tile procedureby
which control shall be exercisedover the budget.

Article C

Any State Party to this Agreementmay in caseof needempowerthe
representativeof anotherContractingStateto representit on the board of
administration;but no representativemayhavemorethan two votes.

Article 7

Decisionsof the board of administrationshall be taken by amajority of
votes. In the caseof atie, the chairmanshallhavethe castingvote.

Article 8

TheBureauis under the high patronageof the Governmentsof theStates
Partiesto this Agreementandunder the permanentprotectionof the Royal
Governmentof the Netherlands.

The headquartersof the Bureauis situatedat The Hague.

Article 9

The income of the Bureauis constitutedas follows:
a. by an initial contribution and an annual contribution from each

State Party to the presentAgreement. The amount of thesecontributions
will be fixed on ascaleidentical with that provided for in Article 13, para-
graphs 8 and 9, of the Union Convention of Paris for the Protection of
Industrial Property;

b. a fee for each opinion communicatedat the requestof the special
industrialpropertyserviceof any State.

The opinionsof theBureauwill as a rule be communicatedonly to these
services.

The board of administrationmay also authorizethe collection of all
sumsin paymentof servicesrenderedto the official institutionsconcerned
and in exceptionalcasesto private groupsor individuals.

Article 10

This Agreementwill be ratified. It will enterinto force as soonas the
instrumentsor ratification of the four signatoryStateshavebeen deposited
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at The Hague.
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Article .11

After the entry into force of this Agreement,any non-signatoryState
which is amemberof the InternationalUnion for the Protectionof Industrial
Propertymayat any time adhereto it.

Such adhesionwill be notified throughdiplomaticchannelsto the Royal
Governmentof the Netherlandsand by that Governmentto all the other
ContractingStates.

Article 22

The Statessignatoryto this AgreementandStatesadheringto it subse..
quently may not denounceit before five years haveelapsedfrom the date
of its entry into forcewith respectto them. A denunciationwill take effect
one year after the date of its receipt by the Royal Governmentof the
Netherlands.

Article 13

If the numberof the StatesParties to this Agreement is reducedby
denunciationsto less than four, the Bureauwill be dissolvedautomatically
and its property will vest in the last ContractingParties in sharespropor-
tionateto the total amountscontributedby eachin initial andannualcontri-
butions.

Article 14

This Agreementwill be revisedperiodically with the purposeof intro-
ducing into it amendmentslikely to improve the servicesrenderedby the
Bureauin thematterof industrialproperty,andof developingandextending,
if needbe, its field of activity.

Ix WITNESS WHEREoF, the aforesaid Plenipotentiarieshavesigned this
Agreementandaffixed theretotheir seals.

DONE at The Hague,on 6 June 1947, in quadruplicate,in Dutch and
French,both texts being equally authentic.

W. VAN BOETZELAER

Leon NEMRY

J. RiviEa~

COLLART
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