
No. 883

BELGIUM
and

NETHERLANDS

Exchange of letters constitutingan agreementconcerningthe abolition
of die obligation to carry a passportfor travel betweenthe two
countries.The Hague, 22 and29 March 1950

Official text: Dutch.
Registeredby Belgiumon 20 July 1950.

BELGIQUE
et

PAYS-BAS

Echange de lettres constituant tin accord relatif it la suppression de
l’obligation du passeport de voyageentre les deux pays. La Haye,
22 et 29 mars 1950

Texteofficielnéerlandais.
Enregistrepar Ia Belgiquele 20juillet 1950.



48 United Nations — Treaty Series 1950

TItANSIATI0N — TIt&nucrIoN

No. 883. EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN BELGIUM AND THE NETHER-
LANDS CONCERNINGTHE ABOLITION OF THE OBLI-
GATION TO CARRY A PASSPORT FOR TRAVEL BE-
TWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. THE HAGUE, 22 AND
29 MARCH 1950

I

MINISTRY OF FOREIGNAFFAIRS

TheHague,22 March 1950
Departmentof GeneralAffairs
No. 29243
Your Excellency.

With referenceto the letter No. 213.8673 dated19 November1946 from His
ExcellencyMr. L. C. Nemry, I havethehonourtoinform you that thereis no longer
any objection, from the Netherlandsside, to the re-introductionof the pre-war
systemunderwhich an identity cardwas sufficient to enablethe bearerto crossthe
Belgium.Netherlandsfrontier.

Contrary to the situation existing at that time, however,entry into Belgium
will not bepermitted to bearersof any certificateof Netherlandsnationalitybut
only tothosecarrying theSpecialdocuments,two copiesof eachof whichareenclosed
herewith. The fonnsare suppliedby the Ministry of the Interior to burgomasters,
who will issuethese“certificatesof Netherlandsnationality” to applicantspossessing
Netherlandsnationality.

The 1946control regulationsare modified in the sensethat holdersof ‘certifi-
catesof Netherlandsnationalityalsovalid forentryinto BelgiumandLuxembourg”
can henceforthalso crossthe Belgium-Netherlandsfrontier at transit postswhen
suchpostsareopentotraffic.

Moreover,circular No. 8 concerningaliens(new), which containsregulations
respectingfrontier crossingsby personsof Belgian and Luxembourgnationality, is
modified to the extentthatholdersof a valid Belgian identity cardwill henceforth
also be admitted.Two copiesof the abovecircular concerningaliensare attached
heretoin casetheyshouldberequired.

Belgian nationalsresidingin the Netherlandsmay cross the frontier in either
directionuponpresentationof their “registrationcard”. Sincethe liberation of the

I Cameinto force on 1 April 1950, by the exchangeof thesaid lettersand accordingto the
termsthereof.
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Netherlands,such cards have beenissuedby the Belgian Consularagent for the
areawithin which the personsconcernedreside.

Netherlandsnationalsresidingin Belgium may crossthe frontier upon presen-
tation of a certificateof Netherlandsnationality issuedby theNetherlandsConsul
for the areawithin which theyreside.This certificatewill be of the samemodel as
thoseissuedby burgomastersin theNetherlands.

NetherlandsandBelgian citizensresidingin the Netherlandswishing to enter
Belgium or Luxembourgmay obtain Belgian or Luxembourgfrancsuponproduc-
tion of their “certificate of Netherlandsnationality” or of their registrationcardin
thesameway asif they wereholdersof a nationalpassport.

Belgian and Netherlandscitizens residingin Belgium who haveenteredthe
Netherlandsunder an “identity card” or a certificateof Netherlandsnationality
will be able to exchangetheir Belgian francsin the Netherlandsin the sameway
asif theywereholdersof a passport.

The Governmentof the Netherlandsassumesthat Belgian and Netherlands
travellerswishingto enterthe Netherlandswill be ableto obtain foreigncurrency
in Belgium upon presentationof their identity cardin the samewayas if they were
holdersof passports;andthat they will be able to exchangein Belgium currency
broughtbackfrom the Netherlandsuponproductionof the registrationcardor the
certificateof Netherlandsnationality, in the same way as if they wereholdersof
passport’s.

The abovefrontier andcurrencyregulationsare not applicableto Belgian and
Netherlandsnationalswho are domiciled elsewherethan in Belgium,Luxembourg
or the Netherlands,

I shouldbegratefulif you would let meknow whethertheBelgianGovernment
agreesthat the new regulationsshouldenterinto force on April 1 next.

As has alreadybeenagreed,Netherlandsnationalswill be able to take up
residencein Belgium after the entry into force of theseregulationswith no other
formalitiesthanapplyingaftertheir arrival for a residencepermit to theadministra-
tive authorityof thecommunein which theywishtosettle.

It is understoodthat anyonewishingto exercisea professionin Belgium must,
in addition,satisfy the relevantstatutoryconditions, i.e. provisionsregardingwork
permits for wage-earnersor professionalcardsfor thoseexercisinganindependent
remunerativeoccupation.

I remain,Sir, etc.,

For the Minister:
The Secretary-General

(Signatureillegible)

To His ExcellencyMr. K GraefFe
Ambassadorof Belgium

No 083
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II

TheHague,29 March 1950
No. 212/1736

Your Excellency,
1 havethe honour to refer to Your Excellency’s letter dated22 March 1950,

Departmentof GeneralAffairs, JZ, No. 29243, concerningthe re-introductionof
thepre-warregulationsforcrossingthe Belgian-Netherlandsfrontier.

I wish to expressagreementwith Your Excellencyregardingtheentryintoforce
on April 1 next of the regulationgoverningthe movementof travellersbetween
Belgium, the Netherlandsand Luxembourg, drawn up for the benefit of the
nationalsof those threecountries,

I have,however,beenaskedto drawYour Excellency’sattentionto theimpos-
sibility of stampingBelgian identity cards at entry into or departurefrom Nether-
landsterritory,assufficientspaceis notprovidedfor thepurpose.

I havethehonour,Sir, etc.
(Signed)Eg. GrtAEn’z

To His ExcellencyMr. 0. U. Stikker
Minister of ForeignAffairs
TheHague
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