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No. 721. AGREEMENT t BETWEEN BELGIUM AND THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA CONCERNING THE STATUS AND ADMIS-
SION INTO BELGIO’1~1OF DISPLACED PERSONSAT PRESENTIN
THE AMERICAN ZONE OF GERMANY. SIGNED AT BRUSSELS,ON
23 JANUARY1947

REPORTOF NEGOTIATIONS REGARDINGTHE RESETTLEMENTOF
DISPLACED PERSONS IN BELGIUM

On January 22nd and 23rd, 19/i7 the undersigned representatives of the
Belgian Government, the United States Forces in European Territories and the
IntergovernmentalCommittee on Refugeesassembledat Brusselsand proposed
certainagreementsregardingtheresettlementin Belgium ofa displacedpersons~‘,

now in theAmericanZonein Germany. Theseproposalsconsistof thefollowing
attacheddocuments

(a) A proposalregardingthe statusof suchpersonsand the conditionsof
theiradmissioninto Belgium;

(6) A form of contractbetweenthe individuals concernedand the Fecle-
ration of Coal Mines of Belgium;

(c) A statementby the Belgian Governmentto accompanythe contract
guaranteeingthe rights of the individuals concernedand defining their
obligations in Belgium.

The proposedagreementswill becomeeffectiveuponapprovalby theBelgian
Governmentand the United StatesMilitary authorities in Germany. The In-
tergovernmentalCommittee on Refugeeswill be informed of the date of final
approval.

For the I. G. C. R.
(Signed)John S.Woon

Pep. Director
Germanyand Austria

ICameinto force on 10 March 1947,by exchangeof notes. This agreementdoes not apply to
theterritoriesof the BelgianCongoandRuanda-Urundi,
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For U. S. F. E. P.
(Signed) R. E. NEtMAr~

Major G. S. C.

Forthe Belgian Government
(Signed) F. VINcIC

Chef de Cabinet
(Signed) Cuvntisn

PROPOSAL FOR THE RESETTLEMENT IN BELGIUM OF DISPLACED
PERSONS NOW IN THE AMERICAN ZONE IN GERMANY

I

This documentexplainsthestatusandprotectionguaranteedby theBelgian
Governmentto the individuals concernedand specifiestheir rights and duties.

The attachedcontractwith the Federationof Coal Mines is guaranteedby
the Belgian Governmentand insures regular and permanentemployment. Ii
specifiesthe conditions of employment and wages.

II

Individuals who have never collaboratedin any way with the Nazi regime
and who are acceptableto representativesof the Belgian Governmentand the
IntergovernmentalCommitteeon Refugeesareofferedan immediateopportunity
to begina normal andfree life in Belgium.

III

Theywill be admittedtoBelgium,andmay, after90 days,bejoinedby mem-
bers of their immediate family (wife and minor children). Other dependants
may be admitted after individual arrangementswith the Belgian Government
throughthe agencyof I. G. C. R. All personsso admittedwill be encouragedto

‘(p. 7~I
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remain in Belgiumandwill begivenan opportunityto receiveBelgian citizenship
according to Belgian law.

IV

Volunteerssigning the contractwill be transportedto the Belgian frontier
by the American authorities. Volunteerswill be permitted to bring with theni
all their legal belongings.

V

The Federationof Coal Mines with the aid of the Belgian Governmentis
responsiblefor their transportationwithin Belgium, also their accommodation,
feedingand employment.

VI

The foreignworkerswill enjoy exactly the sameworkingandliving conditions
and wagesas Belgian workers performing the samejob, and will be treatedin
exactly the same manner. They are free to join the trade-unionsof their choice.

VII

The BelgianGovernmentguaranteesto thesepersonsall rights and liberties
grantedby its law to foreignerspermanentlyestablishedin Belgium.

VIII

The legal andpolitical protectionof individuals acceptingthe contractwill
be assumedby I. G. C. R. actingunderits mandatein such matters.

IX

Whenrequestedby the worker the Belgian Governmentguaranteessucces-
sive renewalsof the contract, No amendmentto thiscontractcan be madewithout
governmentalapproval.

No. 7V
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X

The following conditions govern the return of unsuitable individuals to
Germany

(a) Workers who break their contractfor reasonsotherthan thosespeci-
fied therein,or who arefoundunsuitablefor undergroundemployment
or foremploymentin anyotheroccupationsinBelgium,orwhoendanger,
by their actionsor propaganda,the public order or safety in Belgium
may be returnedto the U. S. Zone of Germanyas long as the U. S.
Forcesare responsiblefor displacedpersonsin Germany. U. S. military
authoritieswill outlinetheir responsibilitiesfor displacedpersonsunder
this agreementto whateverauthoritybecomesresponsiblefor displaced
personsin Germanyand will do all in their power to effectuatethe
continuation of this agreement.

(6) In eachcasecalling for the return of unsuitableindividuals to tile U. S.
zone,the Belgian Governmentwill notify I. G. C. R. of thecircumstances
andwill give dueconsiderationto anyobjectionspresentedby I. G. C. H.
within a period of 15 days. The Belgian Governmentwill arrange
transportationof the individuals from the place of employment or
residencein Belgium to an agreed Belgian frontier point, where U. S.
authoritieswill arrangetheir returnto the U. S. zoneof Germany.

(c) For eachworker so returned,the Belgian Governmentagreesto accept
a substitute.

xl
After a satisfactory probationaryperiod of ninety days married workers

will be permitted to bring their wife and minor children to Belgium. U. S.
Authorities will arrangetransportationto the Belgian frontier of thesepersons,
andother dependentswho may be admittedby the Belgian Government. The
Belgian Governmentwill be responsiblefor insuring that the Federationof
Coal Mines furnishes transportation within Belgium, and provides adequate
living quartersfor the workers and their families.

XII

Workersare permitted to cancel the contractas prescribedtherein. They
may thenobtain from the BelgianGovernmentthe documentsnecessaryto leave
Belgium.

No. ~2I
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STATUS AND PROTECTIONGUARANTEED BY THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT
TO DISPLACED~PERSONSADMITTED INTO BELGIUM I

III

They will be admittedto Belgium, and maybe joined by membersof their
immediatefamily (wife andminor children). Other dependentsmaybe admitted
after individual arrangementswith the Belgian Governmentthrough the agency
of I. G. C. R. All personsso admittedwill be encouragedto remain in Belgium
and will be given an opportunity to receive Belgian citizenship accordingto
Belgian law.

X

Workers who break the contract for reasonsother than specified therein,
or who are found unsuitablefor undergroundemployment,or for employment
in otheroccupationsin Belgium,or who by their actionsor propagandaendanger
the public orderor safetyin Belgium maybe returnedto the U. S. zonein Ger-
many.

EXCHANGE OF NOTES

I

THE FOREIGN SERVICE

OF TILE UNITED STATES or AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY, BRUSSELS

Febnaary11, 1947

Dear Monsieur Vinck,

The Embassyhasbeenrequestedby GeneralMcNarney to advise you that
the UnitedStatesmilitary authoritiesin Germanyagreeto assumetheir responsi-
bilities under the Proposalfor Resettlementof DisplacedPersonsin Belgium

‘With the exceptionof paragraphsIII and X, whicharereproducedabove,the textof the cStatus
and protection guaranteed by theBelgian Governmentto displacedpersonsadmittedinto Belgiurn~
is identicalwith the text of the• Proposal for theresettlementin Belgium of displacedpersonsnow in
theAmericanzonein Germany.. (Seepageo6)

No. 721
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as formulatedby representativesof the Belgian Governmentandthe Intergovern-
mental Committee on Refugeesin Brusselsat the meetingson January22 and
23’. This undertakingis basedon theunderstandingthat, upon approvalby the
Belgian Government,tins Proposalbecomesan official agreementbetweentIu~
Belgian Governmentand the Inter governmentalCommitteeon Refugees.Tue
United Statesmilitary authoritiesin Germanyalso agreeto outline their respori-
sibilities for displacedpersonsunder the agreementto whateverauthority may
succeedthem in responsibilityfor displacedpersonsin Germanyand to do every-
thing in their power to effect continuationof the agreement.

I shouldbe grateful if you would advise the Embassyand the Intergovern-
mentalCommitteeas soonas the agreementhasbeeti approvedby the Belgian
Government.

Sincerely yours,

For the Ambassador
(Signed) Theodore C. ACHILLEs

First Secretary of Embassy

Monsieur F. Vinck
Chef de Cabinet of the Prime Minister
16, rue de Ia Loi
Brussels

II

TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION

Brussels, 10 March 1947
16, rile de Ia Loi

Référcnce : Charbun.

MS./M. 368.

Your Excellency,

I havethe honour to acknowledgereceiptof your letterdated11 February
191t7 addressedto my Chefdo CaUnet,Mr. F. Vinck, concerningthe arrangement
relating to the admissioninto Belgium of displacedpersonsfrom the American
Occupation Zone of Germany.

‘See page 24.

Ne, 721
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The Belgian Government approves the terms of the prods-verbalsigned at
Brussels on 23 Januarylast afterthenegociationsbetweenits delegates and those
of the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees. The suggested arrangement
can therefore enter into force immediately.

I have the honour to be, etc.

(Signed) Camille HUTSMANS

Prime Minister

His Excellency Admiral Alan Goodrich Kirk
United States Ambassador
Brussels

N.. ft


