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No. 902. TREATY’ OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES AND TIlE SPA-
NISH STATE. SIGNED AT MANILA, ON 27 SEPTEM-

BER 1947

The Republic of the Philippines and the SpanishState, animatedby
the desireto strengthenfurther the bond of friendshipnow happily existing
betweenthem in a mannerbefitting their historic and cultural tics, have
decided to conclude a Treaty of Friendship and, for this purpose, have
agreedupon the following provisions:

Article I

There shall be betweenthe Philippinesand Spainconstantpeaceand
perpetualfriendship.

Article II

The High ContractingPartiesshall settleby peacefulmeansany dispute
or controversy of any naturewhatsoeverthat might arisebetweenthem.
Shouldsuchdisputeor controversynotbepossibleof adjustmentby ordiuary
diplomatic procedures,the high Contracting Partiesshall submit it to a
PermanentConciliation Commission and, if this method of settlement
still fails, to an Arbitration Court. The partiesmay, however,by mutual
agreement,bring their dispute direct to the Arbitration Court.

This undertaking shall not apply to disputes relating to matters
consideredby the PhilippinesandSpainasbeingessentiallyof their national
competence.

Article III

The PermanentConciliation Commission referredto in the preceding
article shall be composedof five members. Eachof the High Contracting
Parties shall be entitled to appoint one of the membersand they shall,
by common agreement,appoint the threeother membersfrom whom shall
be elected the President. The last three membersmust not be nationals
of either of the High ContractingParties,be residentsin the territory of
any of them, be in the service of either of them, nor he with respect to

Cameinto foree on 25 July 1948, upon theexchangeof the instrumentsof ratifi-
cationsat Manila, in accordancewith article VIII.
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eachother of the samenationality. The membersof the Commissionshall
hold their appointmentfor threeyears. The Commissionshall be organized
andconstitutedwithin the six monthsfollowing the exchangeof ratifications
of this treaty.

The Arbitration Court shall be composedof five memberswho shall
be appointed in the samemanner provided in the preceding paragraph
for the Conciliation Commission. This Court shall have the powersof a
referee and its award or decision shall be final and conclusive for both
Parties. While actually engagedin the performanceof their duties, the
membersof the Conciliation Commissionor of the Arbitration Court shall
receivecompensationthe amount of which shall be determinedby mutual
agreementbetweenboth Countries.

The implementarydetails regarding the substitution of the members
and the powers, operationand proceduresof the Conciliation Commission
and of the Arbitration Court shall be agreedupon by exchangeof notes.

Article IV

Each of the High Contracting Parties shall accredit to the other,
diplomatic representativeswho, once duly recognizedand acceptedshall,
during the period of their mission, enjoy, on a reciprocalbasis,the rights,
privileges and immunities generally accordedunder international law and
usage.

Article V

Eachof the High ContractingPartiesshall have the right to appoint,
for such places in the territory of the other as may be agreed upon by
mutual consent, Consuls General, Consuls, Vice-Consuls and Consular
Agentsacceptableto the other, who in the exerciseof their functions, shall
enjoy the privileges and immunities accordedto their respective rank in
conformity with the generally recognizedprinciples of international law
and usage.

Article VI

Filipinos in SpainandSpanishnationalsin the Philippinesshall enjoy,
on the basis of reciprocity, and subject always to the respectivepolice,
security, and other laws and regulations issued by each of the 1-ugh
Contracting Parties, in all of the territory of the Philippines, on the one
hand,and in all of the territory of Spain, on the other hand,the right to
acquire, possessand dispose of movable and immovable property, to
establishand maintain schoolsof learning,as well as the privilege to reside,
travel and engagein trade, industry andother peacefuland lawful pursuits.
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Article VII

The High ContractingPartiesagreeto concludeas soonaspracticable
treaties on commerce and navigation, consular rights and privileges,
copyrightsand patents,andthe validity of academicdegreesand diplomas.

Article VIII

The High ContractingPartiesshall ratify the presenttreaty according
to their constitutional or fundamental procedures. The exchangeof the
instrumentsof ratification shall take place at Manila, Philippines. This
treaty shall enter into force upon the exchangeof ratifications and shall
thereafter remain in force continuously unless and until terminated by
one year’s written notice.

IN WITNESS WflERE0F, the respectivePlenipotcntiaries have signed
this Treaty and hereuntoaffixed their seals.

DONE at Manila, Philippines, in duplicate, in English and Spanish
languages,this 27th day of September,1947.

For the Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines:

(Signed) Manuel Rons

For the Governmentof the SpanishState:

(Signed) TeodomiroAourn&it ~ SALAS
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