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No. 978. AGREEMENP BETWEEN THE NETHERLANDS
AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA SUPPLEMENT-
ARY TO THE GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS
AND TRADE OF 30 OCTOBER 1947.2 SIGNEDAT GENEVA
ON 30 OCTOBER 1947

The Governmentsof the Kingdom of the Netherlandsand the United
Statesof America,

Having participatedin the framing of a GeneralAgreementon Tariffs
and Trade and a Protocol of Provisional Application,3 the texts of which
havebeenauthenticatedby the Final Act’ adoptedat the conclusionof the
SecondSessionof the PreparatoryCommittee2f theUnitedNationsConference
on Trade and Employment, signed this day,

Hereby agreethat the Trade Agreementbetween the Netherlandsand
the UnitedStatesof America, signedDecember20, j935,5 with accompanying
exchangeof notes and protocol, shall be inoperativefor such time as the
Netherlandsand the United Statesof Americaare both contractingparties
to the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs andTradeas definedin Article XXXII
thereof;Providedthat in the eventthat either the Netherlandsor the United
Statesof America should withdraw its applicationof the GeneralAgreement
and the said Trade Agreementshould thereuponagain becomeoperative,
the customstreatmentaccordedby the Netherlandsto productsof the United
States of America described in ScheduleI (Section A), Schedule III and
ScheduleIV (SectionA) of the saidTradeAgreementshallbe no less favorable
than that provided for such productsin the CustomsTariff annexedto the
Belgo-Luxemburg-NetherlanclsCustomsConventionconcluded September5,
1944, as amendedby the protocol signed March 14, 1947.

IN WITNESS WHEREoF the representativesof the Governmentsof the
Kingdom of the Netherlandsand the United Statesof America after having

1Cameinto force on 1 January1948 as a consequenceof the provisional applicationof
the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs and Trade and in accordancewith the provisions of the
SupplementaryAgreement.

United Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. 55, p. 194.
‘United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 55, p. 808.

‘United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 55, p. 188.
‘League of Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. cLXxVIU, p. 239.
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exchangedtheft full powers, found to be in good anddue form, havesigned
this SupplementaryAgreement.

DONE in duplicate,at Geneva,this thirtiethdayof October,onethousand
nine hundredand forty-seven.

For the Governmentof the Kingdom Far the Governmentof the United
of the Netherlands: Statesof America:

(Signed) A. B. SPEEKENERINK (Signed) Winthrop G. BROWN

EXCHANGE OF NOTES

I

DELEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

October 30, 1947
DearDr. Speekenbrink,

A point of legal detail hasbeenbrought to my attention in connection
with the AgreementSupplementaryto the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs
and Trade,which we proposeto sign on behalf of our two Governmentson
October 30 making the ReciprocalTrade Agreementof 1935 betweenthe
United Statesand the Netherlandsinoperativeso long as both the United
Statesand the Netherlandsare partiesto the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs
and Trade.

As you know, Article XVII of the 1935 Agreementprovides that it
may be terminatedby either party after three yearson six months’ notice.
The inclusion of such a provision in all our trade agreementsis requiredby
the TradeAgreementsAct. Our lawyershavesuggestedthat thevery general
terms of the proposedSupplementaryAgreementmight possibly be inter-
preted as making it impossible for either party to the 1935 Agreement to
exercisethis right of termination.

It is, of course,, improbablethat either of our Governmentswould wish
to exercisethis right of termination,but underour law, wemust, nevertheless,
retain it in force. To suggestaformal amendmentto theproposedSupplement-
ary AgreementexpresslyexceptingArticle XVII of the 1935 Agreementat
this late datewould causeconsiderableinconvenienceand would give greater
emphasisto this point than it deserves. I am therefore writing to make
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it dearthat we would be signing the SupplementaryAgreementwith the
uxiderstandingthat its generallanguagewould not prevent notice of termi-
nationof the 1935 Agreementgivenby eitherpartywhile wewereboth parties
to the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs and Trade from effecting termination
of the 1935 Agreement in six months.

I would appreciate it if you could give me the assurancethat your
Governmenthas the same understanding.

Sincerelyyours,

(Signed) Winthrop G. BROWN

Acting Chairman
Dr. A. B. Speekenbrink
NetherlandsDelegation
Palais des Nations

II

NETHERLANDS DELEGATION

Geneva,October 30th, 1947
Dear Mr. Brown,

Referring to your letter of October30, 1947, I havethe honourto affirm
that the contents thereof are agreeableto the NetherlandsGovernment.
On behalf of my GovernmentI can therefore assureyou that they are in
perfect accord with the understanding, that the general language of the
SupplementaryAgreement,which we sign to-day, would not preventnotice
of termination of the 1935 Agreement given by either party, while both
parties were parties to the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs and Trade, from
effecting termination of the 1935 Agreement in six months.

Yours sincerely

(Signed) A. B. SPEEKENRRII4K

Acting ChairmanNetherlandsDelegation

Mr. Winthrop G. Brown
Acting Chairman
United StatesDelegation
PalS desNations
Geneva
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