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No. 767. MUTUAL DEFENSE ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT’
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF BELGIUM AND
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. SIGNED AT
WASHINGTON, ON 27 JANUARY 1950

The Governmentsof Belgium andthe United Statesof America;

Being partiesto the North Atlantic Treaty signed at Washington on
April 4, 1949;2

Consciousof theft reciprocal pledgesunder Article 3 separatelyand
jointly with the otherparties,by meansof continuousand effectiveself-help
and mutual aid to maintain and increasetheir individual and collective
ability to resistarmedattack;

Desiring to foster international peaceand security, within the frame-
work of the Charterof the United Nations through measureswhich will
further the ability of nations dedicatedto the purposesand principles of
the Charter to participate effectively in arrangementsfor individual and
collective self-defensein support of those purposesand principles;

Reaffirming their determinationto give their full cooperationto the
efforts to provide the United Nations with armed forces as contemplated
by the Charterandto obtainagreementon universalregulationandreduction
of armamentsunderadequateguaranteeagainstviolation;

Recognizingthat the increasedconfidenceof free peoplesin their own
ability to resistaggressionwill advanceeconomicrecovery;

Taking into considerationthe support that the Governmentof the
United Statesof America has brought to theseprinciples by enacting the
Mutual DefenseAssistanceAct of 1949 which provides for the furnishing
of military assistanceto nations which have joined with it in collective
security arrangements;

Desiring to set forth the conditions which will govern the furnishing
of military assistanceby one contractingGovernmentto the other under
this Agreement;

Have agreedas follows

in accordancewith article Viii theagreementcaineinto force on 30 March 1950,
the dateon which the Governmentof Belgium notified the Governmentof the United
Statesof Americaof its ratification by Belgium.

United Nations, Treaty Series,Volume 34, page243.
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Article I

1. Each Government, consistently with the principle that economic
recoveryis essentialto internationalpeaceand security and must be given
clear priority, will make or continue to make available to the other and
to such additional Governmentsas the Parties hereto may in each case
agreeupon, such equipment,materials, servicesor othcr military assistance
as the Governmentfurnishing such assistancemay authorizeand in accor-
dancewith such terms and conditions as may be agreed. The furnishing
of any such assistanceas may be authorizedby either Party heretoshall
be consistentwith the Charterof the United Nationsandwith the obligations
under Article 3 of the North Atlantic Treaty. Such assistanceshall be so
designedas to promotean integrated defenseof the North Atlantic area
and to facilitate the developmentof, or be in accordancewith, defense
plans under Article 9 of the North Atlantic Treaty approved by each
Government. Such assistanceas may be made available by the United
Statesof Americapursuant to this Agreementwill be furnishedunder the
provisions, and subject to all of the terms, conditions, and termination
provisions, of the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAct of 1949, actsamendatory
and supplementarythereto and appropriation acts thereunder. The two
Governmentswill from time to time, negotiate detailed arrangements
necessaryto carry out the provisionsof this paragraph.

2. Each Governmentundertake to make effective usc of assistance
receivedpursuantto paragraph1 of this Article

(a) for the purposeof promoting an integrateddefenseof the North
Atlantic Area, and for facilitating the developmentof defenseplansunder
Article 9 of the North Atlantic Treaty, and

(b) in accordance with defense plans formulated by the North
Atlantic Treaty Organizationrecommendedby the North Atlantic Treaty
DefenseCommittee and Council, and agreedto by the two Governments.

8. Neither Government,without the prior consentof the other, will
devote assistancefurnished to it by the other Governmentto purposes
other than thosefor which it was furnished.

4. In the common security interest of both Governments, each
Governmentundertakesnot to transfer to any person not an officer or
agentof such Governmentor to any other nation title to or possessionof
any equipment, materials, or servicesreceivedon a grant basis pursuant
to paragraph1, without the prior consentof the other Government.

N’ 767



1950 Nations Unies— Recueil des Traités 219

Article II

In conformity with the principle of mutual aid, the Governmentof
Belgium agreesto facilitate the production andtransferto the Government
of the United Statesof America, for suchperiod of time, in suchquantities
and upon such terms and conditions as may be agreedupon, of raw and
semi-processedmaterials required by the United Statesas a result of
deficienciesor potential deficienciesin its own resources,and which may
be available in Belgium or territoriesunder its sovereignty. Arrangements
for such transfers shall give due regard to reasonablerequirements for
domesticuseand commercialexport of Belgium.

Article III

1. Each Governmentwill take appropriatemeasuresconsistent with
security to keep the public informed of operationsunder this Agreement.

2. Each Government will take such security measuresas may be
agreedin each casebetweenthe two Governmentsin order to prevent the
disclosureor compromiseof classifiedmilitary articles,servicesor information
furnishedby the other Governmentpursuantto this Agreement.

Article IV

The two Governmentswill, upon requestof either of them, negotiate
appropriatearrangementsbetweenthemrespectingresponsibilityfor patent
or similar claims based on the usc of devices, processes,technological
information or other forms of property protected by law in connection
with equipment,materialsor servicesfurnishedpursuantto this Agreement
or furnishedin the interest of production undertakenby agreementof the
two Governmentsin implementation of pledges of self-help and mutual
aid containedin the North Atlantic Treaty. In such negotiations,conside-
ration shall be given to the inclusion of an undertaking whereby each
Governmentwill assumethe responsibilityfor all suchclaims of its nationals
and such claims arising in its jurisdiction of nationals of any country not
a party to this Agreement.

Article V

1. The Governmentof Belgium in conjunction with the Government
of Luxembourg, undertakesto make available to the Governmentof the
United Statesof America Belgian and Luxembourgfrancs for the usc of
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the latter Governmentfor its administrative expenditureswithin Belgium
and Luxembourg in connection with carrying out this Agreement. The
two Governmentswill forthwith initiate discussionswith a view to deter-
mining the amount of suchBelgian and Luxembourgfrancsand to agreeing
upon arrangementsfor the furnishing of such Belgian and Luxembourg
francs.

2. The Governmentof Belgium will, except as otherwise agreedto,
grant duty-free treatment and exemption from internal taxation upon
importation or exportationto products, property, materialsor equipment
imported into its territory in connectionwith this Agreementor any similar
agreementbetweenthe United Statesof America and any other country
receivingmilitary assistance.

Article VI
EachGovernmentagreesto receivepersonnelof the other Government

who will dischargein its territory the responsibilitiesof the otherGovernment
under this Agreementand who will be accordedfacilities to observe the
progressof assistancefurnishedpursuantto this Agreement. Suchpersonnel
who are nationals of that other country, including personneltemporarily
assigned,will in their relations with the Governmentof the country to
which they are assigned,operate as a part of the Embassy under the
direction and control of the Chief of the Diplomatic Mission of the Govern.
ment of such country.

Article VII
L The two Governmentswill, upon the requestof either of them,

consult regardingany matter relating to the applicationof this Agreement
or to operationsor arrangementscarriedout pursuant to this Agreement.

2. The terms of this Agreementshall at any time be reviewedat the
request of either contracting Government. Such review shall take into
account,where appropriate, agreementsconcluded by either contracting
Governmentin connectionwith the carrying out of Article 9 of the North
Atlantic Treaty.

8. This Agreementmay be amendedat any timeby agreementbetween

the two contractingGovernments.

Article T~III
1. This Agreement shall come into force when the Government of

Belgium has notified the Governmentof the United Statesof America ot’
ratification by Belgium. This Agrecmcntwill terminateone year after the
receipt of notification by cither party of the intention of the other to
terminateit.
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2. The Annexesto this Agreementform an integralpart thereof.

3. This Agreementshall be registered with the Secretary-Generalof
the United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the representativesof the two Governments,
duly authorizedfor the purpose,havesignedthis Agreement.

DONEat Washington,in duplicate,in the FrenchandEnglishlanguages,
both textsauthentic,this twenty-seventhday of January,1950.

For the Governmentof the United Statesof America:
(Signed) Dean AcuEsox

For the Governmentof Belgium:

(Signed) SxLvncnurs

ANNEX A

In the courseof discussionson the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAgreement
the following understandingswere reachedby the representativesof the Govern.
mentsof Belgium andthe United Statesof America.

1. For the purposesof Article I, paragraphs2 and 3, fungible materials
and minor items of equipmentwhich, for all practical purposes,arc fungible,
shall be treatedas such.Accordingly, in the caseof such fungible materialsor
equipment,the requirementsof Article I, paragraphs2 and 8, will be satisfied
if eachGovernmentdevotesto the purposesof this Article either the particular
items furnished or an equivalentquantity of similar and substitutableitems.

2. Similarly, in the case of finished products manufacturedby either
Governmentwith assistancefurnishedunder this Agreement,the requirements
of Article I, paragraphs2 and 3, will be satisfied if the recipient Government
devotesto the purposesof Article I, paragraphs2 and 3, either such finished
productsor an equivalentquantityof similar andsubstitutablefinished products.

8. Further, in the light of paragraphs1 and 2 above, neither Government
will refuse its consentunderArticle I, paragraph4, to the transferof a major
item of indigenousequipmentmerelybecausetheremay havebeenincorporated
into it, as an identifiable componentpart, a relatively small and unimportant
item of assistancefurnished under this Agreementby the other Government.
The two Governmentswill forthwith discussdetailedarrangementsfor apractical
procedurefor granting consentin respectsof the types of transferreferred to
in this paragraph.

4. Each Governmentwill neverthelessmake all practicableefforts to use
itemsof assistancefor the purposesfor which they may havebeenfurnishedby
the other.
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ANNEX B

In implementationof paragraphI of Article V of the Mutual Defense
AssistanceAgreement the Governmentof Belgium in conjunction with the
Governmentof Luxembourgwill deposit Belgian and Luxembourg francs at
suchtimes as requestedin an accountdesignatedby the United StatesEmbassy
at Brusselsand the United StatesLegationat Luxembourg, not to exceedin
total 16.750.000Belgian and Luxembourgfrancs for their use on behalfof the
Governmentof the United Statesfor administrativeexpenditureswithin Belgium
andLuxembourgin connectionwith carrying out that Agreementfor the period
endingJune30, 1950.

ANNEX C

Provisionis madein Article V, paragraph1 • of the MutualDefenseAssistance
Agreementas follows:

“The Governmentof Belgium, in conjunction with the Governmentof
Luxembourg, undertakesto make available to the Governmentof the United
Statesof America Belgian and Luxembourg francs for the use of the latter
Governmentfor its administrativeexpenditureswithin BelgiumandLuxembourg
in connectionwith carrying out this Agreement.The two Governmentswill
forthwith initiate discussionswith a view to determining the amount of such
Belgian and Luxembourg francs and to agreeingupon arrangementsfor the
furnishing of suchBelgianandLuxembourgfrancs.”

In the course of discussionson the Agreement, representativesof the
Governmentof the United Statesof America stated that in the event that
the Governmentof Belgium shall in the future furnish grant assistanceto the
Governmentof the United Statesof Americainvolving the deliveryof materials
and equipmentto the United States, the Governmentof the United Statesof
America,if sorequestedby the Governmentof Belgium, andsubjectto legislative
authorization, shall provide dollars for the use of the Governmentof Belgium
for its administrativeexpenditureswithin the United Statesin connectionwith
the furnishing of such assistance. The representativesof the Governmentof
the United Statesof America advisedthe representativesof the Governmentof
Belgium that dollar expendituresin the United Stateswhich may be incurred
as a resuit of the training of Belgian personnelin the United Statesunderthis
Agreementcan be met out of funds made available under the United States
MutualDefenseAssistanceAct of 1949.

ANNEX D

Provisionis madein Article V, paragraph2, of theMutualDefenseAssistance
Agreement,as follows

“The Governmentof Belgium will, except as otherwiseagreed to, grant
duty-free treatmentand exemptionfrom internal taxationupon importation or
exportation to products, property, materialsor equipment imported into its
territory in connectionwith this Agreementor any similar agreementbetween
the United Statesof Americaand anyothercountryreceivingmilitary assistance.”
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In the course of discussionson the Agreement,representativesof the
Governmentof the United Statesof America statedthat in the eventthat the
Governmentof Belgium shall in the future furnish grant assistanceto the
Governmentof the United Statesof America, involving the deliveryof materials
and equipmentto the United States,the Governmentof the United Statesof
America,if so requestedby the Governmentof Belgium,andsubjectto legislative
authorization,will, exceptas otherwiseagreedto, grantduty-freetreatmentand
exemption from internal taxation upon importation or exportation to such
materials and equipment imported into its territory in connectionwith this
Agreement.

ANNEX E

In recognitionof the fact that personnelwho are nationalsof one country,
including personneltemporarily assigned,will in their relationswith the Govern-
ment of the country to which they areassigned,operateasapart of the Embassy
under the direction and control of the Chief of the Diplomatic Mission of the
Governmentof such country, it is understood,in connectionwith Article VI
of the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAgreementthat the statusof such personnel
consideredas part of the Diplomatic Mission of suchother Government,will be
the sameas the statusof personnelof correspondingrank of that Diplomatic
Missionwho arenationalsof that othercountry.

The personnelwill be divided by the Governmentassigningsuchpersonnel
into threecategories

a) Upon appropriatenotification of the other, full diplomatic statuswill
be grantedto the senior mifitary memberand the senior Army, Navy and Air
Forceofficer assignedthereto,and to their respectiveimmediatedeputies.

ii) The secondcategoryof personnelwill enjoy privileges and immunities
conferredby internationalcustom,as recognizedby eachGovernment,to certain
categoriesof personnelof the Embassyof the other, suchas the immunity from
civil and criminal jurisdiction of the host country, immunity of official papers
from searchand seizure, right of free egress,exemptionfrom customsduties
or similar taxesor restrictionsin respectof personallyownedpropertyimported
into the hostcountry by such personnelfor their personaluseand consumption,
without prejudice to the existing regulations on foreign exchange,exemption
from internal taxation by the host country upon salariesof such personnel.
Privileges and courtesiesincident to diplomatic status, such as diplomatic
automobilelicenseplates,inclusionon the “ Diplomatic list “, andsocialcourtesies
may bewaived by both Governmentsfor this categoryof personnel.

c) The third categoryof personnelwill receivethe samestatusas the clerical
personnelof theDiplomatic Mission.

It is understoodbetweenthe two Governmentsthat thenumberof personnel
in the threecategoriesabovewill be kept as low as possible.

The statusas describedabovewill be substitutedby suchstatusfor approp-
riate officials andagentsof the countriesparties to the North Atlantic Treaty
asmaybe agreedby thosecountries.
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ANNEX F

The following provision has beenincluded in the Mutual DefenseAssistance
Agreement

“Each Governmentagreesto receive personnelof the other Government
who will dischargein its territory the responsibilitiesof the other Government
underthis Agreementandwho will be accordedfacilities to observethe progress
of assistancefurnishedpursuantto this Agreement.”

In the course of discussionson the Agreement,representativesof the two
Governmentshave stated on behalf of their respectiveGovernmentsthat the
facilities to be soaccordedshallbe reasonableandnot unduly burdensomeupon
the Governmentaccordingsuchfacilities.

ANNEX G

Whereasthis Agreement,having been negotiatedand concluded on the
basis that the Governmentof the United Statesof America will extend to the
otherpartytheretothebenefitsof anyprovision in a similar agreementconcluded
by the Governmentof the United Statesof America with any other country
party to the North Atlantic Treaty, it is understoodthat the Governmentof
the United Statesof America will interposeno objection to amending this
Agreementin order that it may conform, in whole or in part, to any othersimilar
agreement, or agreementsamendatoryor supplementarythereto, concluded
with a party to the North Atlantic Treaty.
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